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By MAY C.RINGWOLT.

= HE, with her sweat

k young enthusiasm,

told them of the

first Christmastide

~of the Christ

Child ecradled In

the manger because

-t there was no room

ln tlio ilm ot the Vhristmas carol of

~ peace and good will sung by the an-

gels to the shepherds watching their
flceks Ly night.

Clarice’'s face was rapt; her eyes
adoring. ©Of zll the teachers in the
Bunday-school, none was so lovely as
her own Miss Maod. She was certain
that the Christmas angeals had the
samo shining yellow hair. DIid they

wear those {ascinating gold halrpins,
too? One was slipping out from the
soft fluff over Miss Maud's left ear.
It only she dared tell her! But that
morning she had asked the awlul

. privilege of holding Mlss Maud's muff

‘= rich sable with a beautiful bunch
of violets fastened to [t—and there
was no courage left for further intl-
mate speech. BSuddernly the spell was
broken, and Clarice turned with
angry jerk from -the object of her
worship, and flercely scowled at an
fnoffensive little girl seated beslde

“Excuse me,"” meekly apologized
.Agnes, the new scholar.
. Olarica drew her light blue silk

. #kirts "away from the dingy brown

1S

. " gashmere touching them; held herselt

‘wory stralght; and, with a superb dig-
pity, sniffed the violets on the muff.
“And now, my dears,” sald Mles

" Maud, “as you know, Wednesday will

. be another birthday of the Christ
. Child, and who wants every one here

¢ home.”

. 10 glve Him' a present—just as you
would give a present to your own
Jittle brother on his birthday at

Bhe smiled radiantly. *“Do

you wonder how you can do that
hen the Christ Child has become a

g in Heaven? T'll tell you. He
in His place all the poor lttle
ris and boys Jn this big world, and
pid ns that in giving to them we give

to Him. Not far awa) Is a great hos-
pital for little children who have
crippled legs and arms, and poor,
erooked backs, sick children who
can't run and play, but have to hobble
about on crutches or lie in bed all
day. Wouldn't you like to make
their Christmas so happy that they'd
forget their pain?”

Her smile gathered up thelr eager
nods of assent, as a golden thread
gathering pearls. *I knew you would.
Well, I'm going to tell you o secret.™
She leaned confidentially near. "The
day before Christmas we're to have
a dear little sarvice down here, and
over there on the platform will be an
empty manger, and, as we sing our
Christmas carols, we ara going to
march up to the manger and cach
put In a gift for some little Chriss
child at the hospital. Won't we have
a jolly ¢“ime deciding what to bring!
Why, It will be almost as exciting as
it every girlie of you were playing
Santa Claus!”

Again Clarice’'s smiling face was
clonded by a scowl, and one rude
elbow poked the new_scholar's arm.

“Clarice! " _exclaimed Mizs Maud,
severely.

“8he's crowding me!"” defended a
sulky volea.

Miss Maud Ionked up at the little
brown figure shrinking back into a
corner. The child's eyes were lumin-
ous; her face flushed, her lips parted.
“Agnes was so intently lislening teo
me that I'm sure she didn't realize
that gshe was leaning angalnst anyone.
I'm syrprised at you, Clarice!™ A
cheek bid Its shamed crimson in the
soft muff. To have Miss Maud “sur-
prised” at you was ignominy itself!
Her tears wet the violets. It was all
Agnes' fauit, BHe would never for-
give her—never!

And when Sunday-school was over
and Agnes, with a timid smile, asked
if she might walk up the street with
Clarice, that unladylike little girl
slipped her arm through that of her
chum, Adabel, and, whispering and
giggling, stalked by Agnes without a

| word.

The tears came into Agnes' eyes,

for mother would not let her play
with the little girls in the new neigh-
borhood into which they had movad,
because the children there were rough
and bojsterous, and used naughty
words, and she was very lonely. But
she was & brave little soul, and dash-
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ing away the tears, she was soon
skipping along in the sunshine, think-
ing what a lucky girlie she was to
have two lively legs, and a straight,
strong back,

Agnea remembered the time, be-
fore dear father's death, when they
lived in a cunning cottage of thelr
gwn on a pretty avemnue, but now
mother and she had only one room
at the top of a gloomy house on &
forlorn back street. Still, as her feet
clattered up the dark, uncarpeted
stairs, her heart was full of happiness
because she had reached home at
last—for even one room Is home
when mother is there.

“Oh, mother,” exclaimead Agnes,
“I've 80 much to tell you!”™ And
cuddied in mother's lap, an arm about
her neck, a hand paiting her cheek,
Agnes sweetly prattled of the Christ
Chiid of o)d, and how His birthday
was to be kept by giving presents to
poor, sick little children left in His
place. “And, mothor,” she cried,
“I'm going to give a doll just like
my own dear Peggy! Do you think,
mother dear—Iif I sewed, too, you
know—you ecould get the dollle
dressed in tima?"”

The smile faded from mother's
lips, and the arm about her girlie
trembled. *“My dear little Agnes,”
she murmured, with a catch In her
volce, “mother is so sorry to disap-
polnt you." She paused, then brave-
ly went on. *“Agnes has grown to be
such a little woman that mother is
going to explain everything to her.
You ~know, dear, for three whole
weeks mother had no work to do.”

“Yes,” chimed in Agnes, gaily,
“and it was just beautiful! We took
long walks, and, in the evening, in-
stead of the stupid sewing, you told
me the lovelist stories.!”

“But, love,” explained.mother, with

glipped timidly in. For a
Agnes stood dazed, as If ghe b
denly entered falryland, for
walls of the room were { ed
with heavy ropes of Christmas ns,
the shades at the - windows were
drawn, and all the chandeilera bril.
liantly lighted, while above the Its
ing manger shone & plor!oul electrie
gtar. Then, ashamed of being & late,
she hurriedly tiptoed to ber’ place,
the vacant seat Deslde Clarice,”

Clarice met her with a cold stare,
but the gaze of Am eyes nhever
reached the unkind I 1
for it rested in fascihated awe npon
a vision of beauty in Clarice’s arms.
it was & doll such as fairles might
dream of. She had dark, clustering
curls, and magnificent brown . eyes.
Her cheeks glowed with color, and
there wae the cunningest dimple. in
her round chin. She was dredeed in
claret velvet trimmed in white silk,
and wore a claret velvet poke bonnet
with white silk strings and an ex-
quisite white plume gracefully touch-
ing the brown curls on the right side.
And best of all, she had a necklace
of gold beads, and gold bead brace-
lets dangling over her hands.

“Oh,” murmured Agnes, “won't
your little hospital girl be pleksed?”

“My little hospital girl!" #cprn-
fully whispered back Clarice. “You
don't suppose I'd give my best doll
away! Here's my present”-—she held
out a box of jack-straws—"Lady Lu-
clle and I simply stopped in." She
airily tossed her head. “We're on
our way to a Christmas Eve party.”

sud-
bare

‘Peggy up!

. pressed her to her aching heart.

HANGING THE STOCKING.

. ehicfty devoted to the formal presen-

a sad smile, “when there is no work
ttera {s mo pay—no money to buy |
anything to eat nor coal to keep us
warm."”

“We ate every day, though, mother

dear, and mcst generally always we |

had a fire.”

“Yes, dear, because a kind man let
us have all that we needed, and
trusted mother to pay for it when she
got work agaln. 8o, you see, Agnes,

the money that mother Is making now
doés not really belong to us, but every

cent must go to pay our debts.”

A small head solemnly nodded.

“It hurts mother very much not to
give her darling any Christmas toys
pnor let her girlle's kind heart have
its wish about the dollie for the poor
ciek little child at the hoepital, but
Agnes will try to be a good little girl
about it, won't she?"

The .arms about mother's neck
tightened their hold, but Agnes'
mouth twiteched, and she had to blink
very hard to keep back the tears. If
she had no present to lay in the
Christmas manger, how would the
Christ Child know that she loved
Him? “Of course,” she rrgued to
herself, “I could 'splain In my prayers
that I had nothing to give."

But had she nothing? Her face
suddenly crimsoned, and a great
1Jump choked he¢r little throat. There
was Pojgy herself!

Without speaking, she got down

'from mother's lap, and darted across

the room to her little bed. There,
propped up by a plllow, sat Peggy In
& stiff pink calico dress. -The curls
bad all been combed out of Peggy's
straggling halr; the roses had long
ago faded from her cheeks, and in a
sad acoldent Perry had parted com-
pany with the end of her nose. -

“You. dear!” whispered Agnes.

‘Her lips formed m determined line.

How could she have thought of giving
What would she'do all
day without a dollie to play with?
What would she do at night without
a dollie to sleep on the plllow beside
ber? But how disappointed her sick

dittle girl at the hospital would be

Christmas morning when all K the
¢ther children had lovely presents,
“and she found that she bad been left
out? Agnes stooped over the bed,
gathered. Peggy In her arms, and

“Form in line, my dears,” inter-
rupted Miss Maud, briskly. “Yes,
our class comes last, but you must
sing all the time we're marching.

The children's voices caroled. joy-
ously as the procession pressed for-
ward, but one little singer ¥as mute.
She was the last in the line, a little
brown shadow of a girl with a small
pink object hugged to her breast.
Miss Maud stood by the manger, now
heaped with all sorts of playthings,
and nodded and smiled as each wee
member of her class approached.
Puzzled, she watched Agnes pause,
look at the manger with frightened
eyes, and hesitate. Then she saw
the small pink object lifted to the
child's lips, and heard the sound of
a smacking kiss of farewell before
trembling hands laid a doll with
straggly hair, faded cheeks and a
broken nose among the new toys.

“Why, my dear,” cried:- Miss Maud,
putting her arms about Agnes, “what
Is the matter?”

A great sob shook tha tiny figure.

“Tell me all about it," comforted
Miss Maud.

And Agnes brokenly confided the
whole story. But as she explained
how mother’'s money belonged to
somebody else, and how she had noth-
ing to give the Christ Child except
her only doll, nelther of them noticed
& little listener who drew-nearer and
nearer,

“No, no,” cried Agnes, “I wouldn't
take her back. I want the littie hos-
pital girl to have her—she’'ll 'preciate
Peggy's crippled nose, won't shal?”
Agnes forced a smile through her
tears. “Only,” she faltered, “it will
be so—so lonesome without. any
doll—te."”

Bomething tugged at Miss Maud's
skirts. She turned, and with a start
of surprise, looked down ‘into Clar-
ice's eager face. :

“I've lots more at home, you
know,” she whispered. And, laying
Lady Lucile in Agnes' astonished
arms, Clarice  ran after her chnm.
Anabel.—Thy Interior.

b Superintendent Ramseur and-Mr.} 5
] E‘;n were searching for the tromble., '_
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i Pensiong in Senate.

SECOND SESSION OF
CONGRESS.

...Degembzr 7, noca

. ..March 4, rcon
SENATE.
Republicans.. .... ..
Democrats,, .,

Wotal. o 5 i
HOTUSE.
Republicans,, ., ., ,,.. ..221
Democrats., ,. ., ,, ., .. ..168
Vacaacles, , 2

€0t

Opemns. ..,
Clogss.. ..

vosnesB1

voswm o0l

A2

FER R

Totel.... ..

Oonzressicncl Szmmary.

Tke. busizess of both Lonses of
Congress was confined lareely to list-
ening to the reading of the Presi-
dent’s annuzl message but in addi-
ticn & few bills were imtroduced beth
in the Senate and the Heuse and in
the Houﬂe a number of bills was sent
%o conference, among them being one
providinz for a new immigration sta-
tion in Boston.

In addition, the Speaker announced
the apointment cof Mr. Higgins, of
Connecticut, to a place on the com-
mittee on the judieiary, in place of
Mr. Littlefield and of Lfr. Martin to
a place on the committee on Indian
affairs in place of Mr. Parker, de-

ceased.

For t'1e first tims during the present
Congress there was a call of the com-
mittees of the Hounse but no measure
was reported by any of them.

Thke miscellancous work of the Sen-
ate concisted in the main of the ref-
erence in cxecutive session of zbont
1,500 recess neminations, whieh were
sent to the Senate by the PPresident,
and the adoption of resolutions of re-
gret on account of the death of mem-
bers of the ITouse who have passed
away sinece the adjournment last May.
The Senate adjourned for the day at
2 o'clock end the House at 2:35.

Census Bill Fasrcd.

For neatly five hours the House of
Representatives considered the bill
providing fcr the faking ef the thir-
teenth and subseguent decennial een-
snses, and passed it withon! material
chenge. Frem the very eutset of the
debate it Dbeeame evident (hat the
progress of the measure toward pas-
sage would be impeded.

The session c¢f the Senate was
tation of deparimental reports and
the introduction cf bills, The re-
ports have been made public from
time to time and the hills -mn':_hering
352 were chicfly for the granting of
pensions.

American Railwé.y Company Asks

For a Charter.

Hawkinsville, Ga., Special.—Char-
ter was applied for by a local attor-
ney on behalf of interested partics
for'a charter for ‘‘The American
Railway Company,’’ which prcposes
building a line from Abbeville, Ga,
to Winchester, in Macon county, Ga.,
via Hawkinsville and Grovania. The
proposed road will traverse cue of
the. richest farming sections pf the
State. It will tap. the Seaboard at
Abbeville and the Gulf line at Haw-
kinsville. Work will begin at onuece,
it is stated.

Pope Pius Blesses Mr. Taft and His
Family.

Rome, By Cable.—Pope Pius bless-
ed President-elect Taft and his fam-
ily. The blessing was declared in
the presence of Arehbishop Glennin,
of St. Louis, who told the Pop~ that
he had received a letter from Taft
in which the President-elect express.
ed cordial friendship for the Catho-
ligs.. The Pope received the news
with unfeigned delight and pronoune-
ed the blessing upon Taft and family.

~ The Evacuation of Cuba.
Washington, Special—At the War
Department the first details regard-
ing the withdrawal from Cuba of
the . American army of pacifieation,
which has been on duty there since
the fall of 1906, were made known.
The movements of the troops will be-

gin on January 1st and will bei com-
pleted by Apnl 1st.

Eilled by Blectric Bboek.
Yorkville, -Spe¢ial—Mr. “W. F:
Downs, a native of ‘Fort Mill, and |
for the past three or four years head
machinist at the Tavora Cotton Mill
at this place, was instantly killed by
an elecirieal current. The eleetrical
eurrent which is furnished by the
Southern Power Cempany, had failed

had been opened

J arrest -was made are these:

ginning wo

-

HILT'S SLAYER CAUGHT

Well-Encwn Cilizens ¢f Durhem Tk
en Into Custody For Assascinalfon
of Bngiccer Fred Hcell
Dutham, N, (., Spceial.—The ar-

rest .cf Reuben Barbee Leore for the
murder of Enginecr J. A. Hclt last
week, almost demornlized the lay vls-
itorg tp the Methodist Conference
and in a8 few minytcs the news had
spread all over the oity,

Baibes was arrested Friday after.
nocn by 8 policeman for being drunk
end that eirenmstance started the
story of his conneelion with the
erime. Ag s matter ‘of faot, th's
step had been contemplated several
days with eecumulating evidenee
tending to show unfavorably against
the Dmham man., Barbee himself
bas exhibited an intercst in the erime,
not altegether characeristic, and this
week said he had feund the murderer
whem he designated as Nebert Geld-
en, a colored helper at the coal
chute. Tlcuben menticned the single-
barreled gun ns evidence nud said he
wanted but little more evidenszo to
eineh the reward. There are other
stories that in his ecups be has said
he Las killed four men and follow-
ed none to the grave. That record is
suppesed to be true, but Baibce never
suffered for any erime.

The. cirenmstanees upen which (he
JI!'I]'"’C
has been for years at lU,".";‘.'Cmchs
with the Southern Railway; ha lves
in the coal chute vieinitv: he bas a
grudge against M. Gree: 1bcr" whose
housa was fired icto the night of the
Helt murder, and the offizers have
bad no otber theorv than that- the
same man did both; he has done some
talking; two negroes are givinz tes-
timony that tbev saw him ccme oyt
frem the ccal elwte the night ef the
murder and (hat bLe bad a euan in
his hands. Tpon this testimony the
arrest was made bv Sheriff Harward
and Deteetive Ashburn.

Banner Must Serve His Term.

Raleigh, Speeizl.—Aecording to a
ruling just made by the Supreme
Court finding no crror in the trial
below Lute Banner, a former mem-
ber of the State Legislature, post-
master of his fown end internal
revenue officer, Vatauga county,
must serve his senience of 30 years
in the penitentiary for the murder
of Ambrese Cline, whom he shot
down s he was passing his store on
the opposite side of the street with-
out the least warning 1o (Lne of his
inicntion. The plea in the trial be-
low was insanity, but the Supreme
Court, Chief Justice Clark writing
the opinion, declares that there was
no evidence of insanity in the trial
and expresses the view {hat Banner
was lucky to avoid conviction of
murder in the first degree, thereby
escaping the gallows.

- Decrease ic Comparatively Small.

Raleigh, Special. — Corporation
Clertk Wilson,, of the office of the
Secretary of State, made up his re-
port on corporations, which shows
that during the twelve months whieh
ended November 30th last year there
were 839 charters granted, while this
vear, up lo November 20 th, the num-
her was 763, This shows a falling
ofl this y2sr of 76y which is a vup-
ital showing.  The largest charter
wenl te ine Raleigh Light and Power
g'ompany, the amcent being $3,759.
oo,

Falling off Shown in Tobacco Reports.

Raleigh, Special.—The November
report of the sale of looge leaf tobae-
co 'in the warehouses of North Caro-
lina to the State Department of
Agrienlture show 17,831,000 pounds
for November compared with 41.291.-
239 for QOecfober. Winston-Salem leads
with 3,112,249 pounds; Wilson sec-
ond, 1,809,017; Mount Airy, third,
1,470,643, Forty-one markets re-
ported,

News of the Stale.

D. A. Lyneh, assistant manager of
the Davidson football team for the

past seascn, has been elected manag-

er for next year, season of 1909.

Editer H, B. Varner, of Lexington,
and the, party of nine voung' ladies
who won a free trip to Northern eit-
ies_in a voting contest, are - now in
New York snd are baving a big time
doing that city.

The Chnqpmn Fibre Company, of
Canton, is bujlding a large boarding
hotise at Sunburst preparasiory to'be-
.there with & large erew

of bands, e foree now at wark at

L;goi'nbuekleiqﬂ] ‘be tmnsfc.rred to

at" plgee.

Tt is learfed {hat High Point’s

publie building will commence to take

shape ‘séme fime next spring. The
ep riation ealls for $75.000 and
‘Point stands clese to head om

&g-}nt for nppmpnn!ms to be pass-
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FOREST RESERVE

i0ne of (1e Most Urgent Needs
of thc Mation

THE DEMAND TULLY CONEOVER

_—————

doverzcrs end Promivert Men From
Every £ecticn of the Country Ap.
pear Befcre the EHouss Committee
end Urze the
Torest Recerves,

Establizhment of

Washington, Special.—A  distine
;mshcd asscmbly of witncsses tes-
Afied before the House eommittee on
igrieulture to the necd of the Fed-
eral government establishing forest
seserves in the YWhite mouptains and
in the Sounthern Appalachians. It
narked the cpening of the fight in
:his session cf Cong zress for the crea-
tion of these reserves {o proteet the
javigability of navigable streams, a
ourpese which the cemmiiiee conced-
x«k is eonstitutional.

Besides Governor Guaild, cf Massa-
thesetts, who weas the spokesman
antil he was ccmpellzd to leave the
sty and turn his dut'cs over to Col.

William 8. Harvey, of Philadclphia,
Governors Chamberlain, of Oregon;
Ansel, ¢f South Carolina; Hoke Smith
f Gcorgia. and Johuscn, of Minne-
sota, former Governors Q@George E.
Pardee, of California, and Blanchard,
of Lonisiana, and Dr. Edward Ever-
>tt Hale, chaplain of the Senate, were
among thsoe who appeared. Chair-
nan Scott, of the committee, said the
committee appreciated the publie
sentiment in favor of the project but
that the problem of cbtaining the
lesired end was diffienlt.

Representative Scott explained f.hut
‘he House committee en the judiciary
bad questioned the constitutionalily
of action on the part of Congress
locking toward the purchase of Tand
Cor {he conservation of forests what-
ever it might do toward protecting
the navigability of the streams of the
rountry.

Governor Guild, in responding, laid
amphasis upcen the ability of the gen-
ersl government to undertake pro-
jeets for the general welfare of the
tountry, saying the appeal come
(rom all quarters of the nation.

It is probably the first time in his-
tory that the Governor of South Car-
olina and {he Governor of Massachn-
setts have joined-hand in hand to ap-
peal to Congress for the enactment
of law for the general welfare of
the United States,” said Governor
Guild, as he bowed to Governor An-
sel, of the Southern State.

Presulent Van Hise took the posi-
tion that the peculiar rapidity of
erosion in the Southern Appalachian
mountains neccssitated the establish-
ment of a reserve there, for the pres-
ervation of the navigability of the
streams and the protection of the
harbors. He pave it as his opinion
that the crucial area to be purchased
was the lower slopes of the mountains
where the inclines are so steep and
erosion so rapid that their use for
agriculture is less important than the
preservaticn of the streams,

]

Nine Injured by Bomb.

New York, Special. —Creeping over
the roof to an airshaft in the flve-
story tenement at 330 Sixty-third
street, a Black Hand agent dropped
a bomb to the ground. The explosion
that resulted was terrific. The walls
of the building reeled and tottered,
almost falling, - and every window
within a block or more was shattered,
Nine pecple in the building and in
the street were injuréd by the ‘exe .
plosion of the.bemb, some of them
sariously, although it is not thought °
that any of them will die. - It was o
miracle that no one was killed ont-
right.,” The police are investigaiing
the case ‘and they have come to tho
conelusion: that the bamb d
was the work of .‘the

agent ‘who three yem qm hd-
napped the Emall son of an Italian .
banker, who own&'and occupies & part
of the building, and that ‘the motive
was revenge,  thé banker having re.
fused to raneom his son. The bomb-.
thrower madé geed his cseape, but the
pelice believe that they have elnes
which may lead to his capture, or pos-
gibly to the breaking up of a Bla.ck
Hapd gang. ’

Every Citizen to Becomd a Soldier
'Wlshington,‘ Special. —Fvery male
citizen in the Unitcd States between
the ages of 16 and 45 is to become a
part of the military force of the
country and to be liable for military -
duty under the terms of a bill, the
passage of which has been - rcon.




