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The fad tlnd the protectionist

claim that high taiifls an* chief]v

beneficial to labor will justify a little
further notice of that fallacy Itis
t'uoiit the only pretense they have
left to appeal to popular sympathy
uid catch vole . vet if is the
ever advanced by the " slave-traders
agiirisf the freedom of commerce.
But bec.oi- ? it -o readily appeals to
the prejudices of the unthinking
multitude. it is made tiieir principal
stock in trade and is relied upon
when ev ?-1 \ other prop is knocked
from undet their feet.

In my last article 1 endeavored
to show that under no circumstances
*"OUId protection benefit even that
portion of our labor which was em-
ploye! ( 111 the protected industries,
but placed i! at a jo-dtive disadvant-
age; whilst as to tlit- remainder,
constituting six-sevenths of all Amer-
?can laborers, it was an unmitigated
\u2666?\ii A further elaboiation of that
subject will not be amis , here. The
uih ] >o->s*ibltr way i \ whicli profec-
tion could increase wages, if at all.
?H by raiding or m tint fnii.g the
prices of manufactured articles.
I his last it does artificially, in defi-
tnce of the kw of supply and de-
mand. The law says that the sup-
ply shall not be increased from with-
out unless by the payment of a heavy
fax, and that is protection to the
products. Common sense teaches
that labor can only be protected in
the same way in providing that the

\u25a0supply shall not be increased from
wtihout also.

i o say that this pui pose can be as
well accomplished by giving the in-

creased price of products to the
manufacturers on their promise that i
if we will thus enable them to do so '

they will voluntarily pay the work-'
*

. i
\u25a0'\u25a0 higher wages has neither rea-

?!' 'i truth in it. We know that
\u25a0 »\u25a0 will and does l»uy his labor at
th< < hea pest tigure in the market.

I f! t '."ii market fhe supp!\ ;>

\u25a0<'ll ?. t 1 \ and tree!v increased from
without Witli quite as much rea-

son we might a- well imj «»,<» a h- i\ \

ix o\ i \ ery ton ign iahoirer who
\u25a0 >u. t" i >iir sJioie s, iu order t«» iai- e

A.age-* i? j the houi< iiial i, and bil (
iS manufac: urcr \v i! ii eq ia truth

i
'?at it was a:! for his benchi '.. at

a! ii -1 would be en ?: " t \u25a0.)

\u25a0 higher pi ict s
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fot | ;\u25a0

.

= - i ii ifictuier just a
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.of the mom v th< v.oik
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of the pi tection. \v .1.
'? - * t ??. ecisel v \\] a* the :.iw .; * ?

\u25a0
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" - av» -tradei > <aa i!a

;; 'ii not only l-bse- di-
!

; t ? prict s .>f manufact in e 1

ai ' b : ;! ii 1 ill cf 'y the j?. a -

»
' ' .1 t ' 1 >1 A\z:. I il I » 11? ;is \\ ti i. Ut

t: iis .bs ud. but it is ncci --

s ir\ tor t he:u t*-i \ 0?.,. '' i:? ?*. ?

.sis\\ i i ;«> tin cii-iii.:'' that if profit

tion d<>es ni>t go all round it is the i
taxing of one man to sunnort aiioth-i %

i. aV i i- . t aia! >ll t; ?e< jual and u::-

;t:st. !t i- the old Men ma of tht
falsifier : the telling of one falsi hood
forces the telling others to covci it
,;p So. having *»t o-f 1 oat with the

'

-t. i .< -< i ' i.i ; .ctoi v'anl s bv i
reason of the increase in price of thel

l»od- tic v a.'. \c. 11 a \ 1 !\ .r ii' ?J.
!t a! 1 ,sh : , ?;* ? a .;! .
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' even the f .ctoiy hand. If his wag* -

are increased, as they say, because
places of products are increased.
then the price of labor is dependent
on the price of pro iucts. and the
amount of the one must be in pro-
portion to the other. It follows,
then, as clear ah day, that the in-
creased price of everything on which
the laborei lives will precisely keep
pace with the l. ciease ir. Lis wa« r es.O

and his condition is not a whit im-
proved. There is no escape from
this on the theory that protection is
ju-t and laises ail prices in the same
proportion.

In this case ii would be no pro-
tection at all. for a tax levied equalh
ou every man for the support of e\a -

rv man would do no man any good,
would be simply a nuisance. The
only conceivable way in which pro
tecfive taxation can benefit anybody
is to levy it on *nd collect it from
one set of men and pav it over to an
other. This is preciseK what pro-
tection does, and that is why the
manufacturer clamors for it and the

, comsumer does not. Ygain, if wages
were regulated by the prices of pro-
ducts. it would follow inevitably
that the normal ratio between them
would be preserved .under similar
conditions, "ict, as I have before
said, for many years past, with more
or less of fluctuation, prices have
steadily fallen and wages have risen
with equal steadiness Sir Lyon
Play fair estimates .that even during
the depression of the past fifteen
years the average wages of Great
Britain increased !) 74 per cent.,

whilst they did not quite hold their
own in our country.

Pricas, on the other ban.', accord-
ing to the same testimony, (and that
also of Sir Lothian I>ell before th<"
loyal commission.) fell as follows:

t Food, 25 per cent . metals 30.: tex-
tiles, b"j; hides, leather, indigo, &LC ,

' 2b.50 per cent. At the same time
the hours of labor in Great Britain
were shoitened per week, in view
of these facts, how is it possible to
make good the claim that protection
keep- up wages when if is not able
t" cp up the prices I»:I which thex
-i\!il e w at*s .1 ii; 1 The ii:ipo.»-

'uiii * e made -ti : mate ap t a!a nf
11;. < !,11-1 i have risen 111 ? M e

?oi i i>e. i in at ci maiulaiiii'd iu fret -

(' ? ? ? ? \u25a0 1 ? "11J 1ii ii 1 .iite
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i\ in it iy by theil a i. If tie V would
loost* from ts! i-; i t'ui;ibi m fo the

.\u25a0 if ict<ll < i"s thex would soon have
l'.e ..at : fh a <> v i n U. |»ro-

t« '. ? is ,i wa\ - /it ai: ]\u25a0 . i: 4 their
\u25a0 '.ami . but l»i :ia c st s < o of f» '

tht in t < (.. 1 . :t\ y >t*- to tiie man-

i ufacturers and ia t to the workmen.
Just at this time, pen ling the tariff-
r« - a_:t it ? 'iie House, in
e a ,ai wit*i othei C uigressuien, I
am daiiy de.uged with .slave-trade
pan pi let"-. a». m or h>s distress-
? 1 t > hath "Via the 1. urible fute of

. «\u25a0 i nj pealing to

i i"'. 2' oa I -->« hi: . Une pamj h

I let. which now before ;:ic. head-
? I a> fo.iOw- ihe 1 oreign Ilaid
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i than anything ? makes this diff
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? t istio. f'l 1} t!. «? niainfac-
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of labor iii the working <>f iron in

America; that percentage i- 1(1.77.
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in An.m: a 51f1.20: hut the <lutv i-
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| Nov, what bee i. - of the $l3 04
which i\u2666*u. tii ?- af't i j avii." r Ihe
Ameneau iron v, ; ker three times

; the wa;;e- of the ' No man
with roiniiK i x! -e <m: tlonht for a
moment that .<\u25a0(-- into tin- ] ockt t
of the marufaetm t r T I- ut -

liimself hoai -e f< ; th« n.< n» \ to
given in the Ameiiem laborer: he
hires m< i; lik< 11 I?< iiblrlt i ;\u25a0 > falsify

the truth in t' \u25a0 ! u> e < f tl ? \ ?

( can laborer: his t<ars roll ilown his
cheeks in copiou- and iit< ou< streams

! for hLs helovfu Anniicaii !al < r-i.
! but. suppi hi- o-n< f ?,< ! < --I he
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i lection sui passing the lov<-<f woman.
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