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The sheep-raisin- g industry in
this section is not yrt far enough
advaced in practical hand to give
reliable information aloul the re-

sults. The western part of. North
Carolina composed of the coun-
ties of Mitchell, Watauga and
Ash, is to my personal knowledge
in every way suited and has ex-

ceptional advantages for raising
mutton and wool and for market-in- g

them.
The country is a plateau 3.500

feet above sea level, but so moun-
tainous that only after persons
become acquainted with the loca-
tion can they comprehend it as a
mountain plateau.

The greater part of the soil is
decomposed Iluronian slate en-

riched by the accumulation for
ages of vegetable matter falling
on it from the dense forests. In
many cases the rich soil is found
on the mountain sides and sum-
mits 4.C00. 5.000 and 6,000 feet
above sea level, producing as fine
palatable grass as I have seen
anywhere, and by the excessive
rainfall stimulated to vigorous
growth the entire growing season.

The grasses are also fattening,
but the nature of the soil is mt
calculated to successfully carry
any but light stock. Heavy cat-
tle and horses poach it. while cat-
tle also injure the pastures by pul-
ling the grasses. The soil does
not hold the roots so firmly that
the plant can be pulled otl without
injury to the setting. Sheep, be-
ing light on foot and cutting the
grasses, never injure but alv- -

benefit them. Over-stockin- g with
sheep in this section will hurt the
sheep but not the pastures. The
latter would spring up quickly
after the sheep were starved out.

Fresh spring water is plentiful
all along the mountain slopes ami
in the coves of the summits, while
outside of the springs and brooks
the surface is dry. the f liable char-
acter of the soil readily absorbing
the excessive moisture, travrng
the surface dry and healthful to
the sheep.

The climate is favorable:
the winters are mild, and the sum-
mers cool, with much less of the
animal tlv pest than one tin! in
sections located ;.t lower altitu !cs.

The rich soil and excessive
moisture has produced a heavy
growth of timber, which is the
greatest drawback to making shcrp
pastures, but this i compensated
by the protection it gives the
country against the practice in
sheep husbandry called "ranging"
or "ranching," s attractive t
many inexperienced men. who
fail by their misdirected efforts,
and discourage all other further
attempts to establish the industry
on a proper and legitimate basts.

Sheep-raisin- g and wool-growin- g

here must be conducted in the
same manner as it is done in Wes-
tern Pennsylvania. Ohio. Michigan
and others of the older State, not
as it is done on large ranches in
the newer States and Territories.
It must take on the nature of the
cash products, into which is con
centrated the surplus of well regu-
lated mixed farming. When this
done, I believe this section will
compete with any in the country,
producing wool and mutton
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for Standing Long Honrs of Hani
Work The President and Seeretary
Greshani Visit AnilHuuuidor ltajrar.1 at
His Home in Itelaware The Weather
Bureau Investigation a Nasty Mm-T- he

Sev Coiniuisitoner of IVnuiona 4Mher
Matters.

Correspondence of Thk Mokajto!I Herald.
Washington, l l,

April 10, 1S'.3. j

Tresnlent Cleveland lias a re
markable capacity for standing
long hours of bartl work, ami it
has been pot to a severe test since
his inauguration, as it has been
the exccptiou rather than the rule
when he has been able to retire
before 2 o'clock iu the morning,
and he is always at his tlesk again
before S o'clock. Feeling the need
of a little undisturbed rest, he,
in company with Secretary tlres-ham- ,

left Washington Saturday
afternoon and he will, not return
until His destination
was not made public for fear that
he might be followed by some of
the importunate oftke-seeker- s.

anxious to personally present
their claims. They went to see
Ambassador Bayard at his home
in Wilmington, Delaware.

The investigation of the Weath-
er Buieau, now being publicly
conducted after office honrs at the
Department of Agriculture, is si

very nasty mess as far as it has
gone, and it promises to grow
even nastier. The property of
the bureau has, according to the
testimony, been stolen and sold
to junk dealers whenever certain
of the minor officials needed a
little extra whiskey money, and
the stealing was done iu daylight,
the employees of the bureau be
ing used to load it npon wagons.
About everything seems to have
been included iu the thefts, iion
one occusion a stone step bring
taken from the building itself.
The principal men implicated thus
far are the foreman of the press
room and the Captain of the
watch, but others higher up are
said to have received a rtion
of the money, and it is exnetrI
that the evidence will prove it.
Secretary Morton is determined
to get to the bottom of the tilth
and to see that every guilty man
is punished, regardless of who he
may be or who may be his friends.

Maj. Gen. Schofield ami Major
Gen. Miles have had a squabble
at long range over the trouble in
Indian Territory. The quarrel is
understood to have occured over
the carrying out of an order for
the detail of an army officer to
investigate the trouble'. No U. fc?.

troops will be sent there nnlass
the Sec. of the Interior requests
it.

President Cleveland said he in-
tended to get the very best man
m the country, who was available,
to be Commissioner of Pensions,
and the general approbation of
the nomination of Judge Win.
Lochren, of Minnesota, to the posi-
tion indicates that he succeeded.
Judge Lochren was not an appli-
cant for the position, indeed, he
at first declined to accept it, but
withdrew his objections when his
party duty and loyalty were ap-
pealed to by the President. His
war record is of the bravest, ami
although he is not a member of
the G. A. 11 no member of
that organization has so tar as
known had a word to say against
his special fitness for the osition.
He was born in Vermont, but has
resided in Miunesota since 1ST7,
with the exception of the time he
served in the army. He will take
charge of the Pension Bureau,
about May first.

Secretary Morton found not 011
ly individuals employed by the
Agricultural department who were
not rendering services in anything
like a fair proportion to the sala-
ries they receive, but a whole di-
vision of employes who have been
practically paid for doing nothing
for more thau a year. This was
the quarantine division of the Iin
reau of Animal Industry, which
Secretary Morton has just abol-
ished. Quite a howl has been rais
ed by the republicans because the
chief of the abolished division
happened to be the late Mr.
Blaine'sJbrother,;althongh it is dif-
ficult to understand why that
should make theslighest difference.
Surely they did not exiect that a
democratic administration would
feel called upon to take care orthe
poor members of the Blaine lanii- -
iy- -

Secretary Lamont hasn't been
doing much talking he never
does but that he has been doing
some investigating and thinkiug
is shown by his statement that no
more army officers will be detailed
for ornamental purposes. This
may be a little rough on the armv
officers who have been; calculating
to spend the summer at the
World's Fair aud the varions sum
iner resorts but no one can deny
that it is just to the eople who
pay these men their salaries, and
doubly just to the officers without
pull" who have to ierform, in ad-

dition to tlifir own, the duties of
the IxUM iilu s of the profession.

Postmaster General Bisll has
decided that 110 fourth class post
masters be removed, except
for cause, until they shall have
served all or nearly all of a four
year term. This is a new rule, a
these oftii'ials have never lten
considered o have a lixed trm,
but were removable at the j.U-.t- s

nie of the department. Tiir
change is understood to have Uen
made by the direction of the Pres
ident, and alter all it wilL make
no ilitfViinir in ihe end, becunsf
there are so many who have serv
ed four years or more that by the
tune they are removed nearly all

.of the ret will have beome
under the new rule.
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The war over Sund.iv niniiM-ment- s

still goes on. Meeting ar
held and largely attended; resolu
tions adopted and .ismh1, and
great etToit made to get control,
by both sides. The principles h, Id
by the contending parties, though
variously worded, might be given
in a nut shell as follow s:

Chnnh patty : You profane the
Sabbath which is God. own insfi
tution. You take Ironi 11 the ot.e
day in seven which should he
devoted to relrgion and the
worship or God. It U the duty t.r
a government to protect the Sal-bat- h

by law, and whoever will
break these laws should he treated
as criminals.

Opposite party: We propose to
do uo wrong. We proiM to do
nothing that will harm any living
lerson or harm ourselves. For
immoral entertainments we do not
speak, with them we have nothing
to do. We uphold the tra hin.'s
of 1 1 i tit who taught th it the Sab-
bath was made for man and not
man for the Sabbath. We uphold
that whatever would have a harm-
ful effect on Sunday, would harm
and injure ni other dav. of the
week. Wt allow to every man the
guidance of his own ronscieiice for
religious matter. We tin not st--
to put fetteis on you. us von would
011 us. We fiudeoiithctingrreetls;
we would give to every man the
lilerty to choose lor himself. We
are contending Tor the KUKl.tHOi
of the human race, not for

its fetters.

The State's legislature is im
mortaliziiig Hsell by tiring off new
laws like showei or nt-kct- andthey now nuiutier abon; oiM. Someor the appropriations or money
would be very comic ll" thev weienot so seriou in the up shot. Aan instance; a wilderness oi aplace which tr a sulphur
spring, but in rcaltiv a miserable
tract, and the country nrouml a
nest or cut throats, is to have aroad, built at enormous expense
rroui this plaee, through a ing-.- nl
and mountainous country, to ahike three or lour mile distant.The government is in .ar theexcuse r this road manv thansand dollars. There is not even a
shadow or reason or excuse for this,
other than filling the m kets trlot or speculator n , iav,, tSkunp the land 011 presumption.
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..A Washington special of the
nth to the Charlotte Ofiurrtr says
that Mr. Tipton, editor of the
Shelby xYtvVt.', seems to have the
inside tratk lor State Statistician
cf the Agricultural Department.

The confidence that people have in
Ayer's Sarsaparilla as a blood nietli-diciu- e

is the legitimate and natural
growth of many years. It has been
handed down from parent to child,
and is the favorite family medicine in
thousand of households.
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