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STOKY TELLERS IX CONGRESS.

TISK mESEXT HOl'SK HAS MAM.

Thf Host Popular Orators Those AVho
I en ine o.i Moriw-No- me of the
Stories Told on the Floor This SMloa.
In the South and in the North

the mast popular o-at- ors seem to
be those who tell the best stories.
To be pleasing, however, the
story must be put to the point at
issue. One of the most successful
men in Congress was Washington
C. Whitthrone, of Tennessee. On
the stump he was invincible. The
stories flew from him like corn
poping from a griddle, and each
was pertinent to the issue pre-
sented. He could adapt himself
to all circumstances and condi-
tions, and have a story that would
exactly fit every niche in his argu-
ment. This adaptability kept him
in Congress for many years, but
in his speeches on the floor of the
House he dispensed with anec-
dotes and depended upon argu-
ment alone. He found it the most
effective.

At first glance this Congress
would seem to have more than its
proportion of story tellers. The
stories, however, bear no compari-
son to the number of speeches
made in the House. Anecdotal
illustrations are really verv few.
Some are stale while others are
quaint and original. All are ac-
ceptable, for without them discus- -
c.w.. ntuaic nuuiu oe cull in-
deed. The first story told on the
iloor this session came from Mr.
Cooper, of Florida. The House
had been in session ten days be-
fore the anecdotal vein was re-
vealed. Cooper's story illustrated
precisely a point which he was
making in an anti-silve- r speech.
He could not reconcile himself to
a vote for a measure which would
make 57 cents worth of silver a
dollar. If this was done he
thought his people out to receive
a dollar for every 57 cents" worth
01 cotton, toDacco, vams. and
oranges. He did not say that he
supported such a proposition, but
intormec: trie House that he would
manage to hold his conscience in
abeyance.

"An acquaintence of mine "said
Mr. Cooper, "was cow-attorne- y for
a certain railroad. His duties
were to go around and resist
claims for cattle killed on the
track. He resorted to legal quib

.,. .W! 1 1 1una mu aeiays, ana con-
tinued in service about three
years, when the railroad company
ciscnarged him. Thereupon he
became a very active and zealous
promoter of like claims on the
other side. One dav as he was
addressing the jury in a Justice's
court ne became very severe not
only upon the company but upon
trie attornev represent.!."- - the
company. Finally, the other coun
sel cou.d stand it no longc. and
threw his record at him. "Didn't
you for three years represent this
raiiroad and resist just such
claims as this, doing what I am
doing, only a deal more so ?"

Whereupon the indignant cow-attorn- ey

replied : "Sir, for three
years I held my conscience in
abeyance, but now it is broken
loose."

To clinch the anecdote Mr.
Cooper said that he had not held
his conscience in abeyance, but if
he was to do it he wanted to see
some tangible benefit for his peo-
ple.

The next anecdote was related
by the Hon. John C. Hutchinson,
of Texas. It was an oldtimer.
J siah Patterson, of Tennessee,
had happened to remark in his
anti-silve- r speech that we had
come to the fork of two roads.
Mr. Ilutcheson was making a sil-
ver speech and said that" if this
was so he would stand where the
colored man in the congre-
gation stood. The minister said
' that broad road am de road that
leadeth to destruction, and straight
and narrow am de path that
leadeth to eternal damnation,"
and these were two roads men-
tioned in Scripture.

At this an old darkey in the
congregation jumped to his feet
shouting, "Fo' God ! if dat am de
case den dis yere nigger takes
straight to de woods."

Mr. Ilutcheson said that it
might be that he should be
obliged to take straight to ,J.he
woods but if he did heTwanted the
Democratic party to hew the way,
and he wanted the gentleman
from Tennessee to be present to
chop along the line and help his
party through the wilderness.

The next yarn came from the
lips of the classic scholar of Har-
vard, Dr. William. Everett, of
Massachusetts. He was amazed
at the determination of some gen-
tlemen of all three parties, Demo-
crats, Republicans, and Populists,
to find politics somewhere in some
P'-r-t of the silver discussion. They
had a wonderful nose for the polit-
ical cat in every bag of meal pre-
sented to them. It reminded him
of what happened in a certain poor
religious congregation in England.
1 he congregation wanted to pro-
cure new hymn books, but they
were very poor and could not
afford to pay for them at the ordi-
nary prices. They understood,
nowever, that a certain great ad-
vertising house, a business house
tnat made patent medicines, was
wiiling to furnish them hymn
hooks at a penny each if they
would allow some advertisement
to be inserted in the books. They
thought that would be no special
li irm that they might have a few
pfges of advertisements bound up
with Watts and Doddridge. They
'irreed to the proposition. The
''ks came duly printed, and

they g.,t down to the church on
tne 24th of December.

On Christmas morning the
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mode! Chritian ka via nsMthought of anything but religion,cot up tosinir. Th.;- -
" a.v aout by the nrsl ine a vff Utnliir

la

nymn. Immediate! tk7 .

a lew seconds were aghast to find
L.tmicivrs sinning :

Peace on earth an.I av-- rr m,l,f;rwo for ma a aaU tut a !!.
The House broke into ...

trollable laughter and cheered Ur.u,"t 10 me echo.
V a a aa laugnaD.e storv w aa trtt 1 k- -

Jhe U?n. V. I. Talbert, of South
Carolina, a day or two afterward.ncs.ua ne naa listened with agreat deal of earneMn- -. t

. n totn sides f the
question. He had listened $0seriously and patiently that some- -
il",cs nc naa oeen in the positionof the little boy whose mother, inmaking him his first pair oftrousers, nut the frr.m :n ik. ....
The little fellow started far schoolthe next morninc. am! .!.,.
cheerfully along until he looked
clown and discovered the situation,wnen he burst out crTinc? andwhimpered. I don't like thcepants; I don't know whether I

home.
The South Carolinian's state

ment was received with- -
aughter.

N"t long afterward, in referrineto the dererati? ,tT.r l.irbankers to choke off the silver
rnen. Mr. Talbert said that charity
forbade that he should say thatCongress was influenced by theiraction. Every man. however,
could think, if he did not speakTo illustrate his idea, he said thatdown m South Carolina therewas a man who hired a lawyeronce to conduct a case in court.As the lawyer as not talking ex-
actly to suit him. he got up tomake a few remarks himself. TheJudge, of couse. made him takehis seat, lie cot ur arInthe Judge made him take hi seat

.--JCT'llrl .mk...4l a a I,,u anj timethis hapoened. an.! f.n.ir .k-- ...
farmer trot uo an,! 4,i. ii-- n
ludvTr i vnn a---. 1. . ....

--Why. certainlv.-- ,enli,4l iK !

Judee. "
VelL ludtre.! think.... . " v auu Ian inese lawyers are a cre.ii set I

01 rascau "
In referring to the allegationst.at the Sherman act had "caused

devilment in the country. .Mr.
Ta!bert said that the passage ofthat act reminded him of some-
thing that happened in NVrth
Carolina just after the war. Gen.
Kilpatrick came throuch a t.wn
going home. An old Union man
named Roarfc. who had a very tinehorse, went oat to meet the gene-
ral. He rode up to him and thought
Kilpatrick knew him.

;Good morning. General." he
said. Kilpatrick returned the sal-
utation rather gracefully. Then
turning to one of his men whowasriding a very poor horse, he said.
4'Get ctf that horse. Addressing
Koark. he continued. "Get donoff your horse." Roark did as he
was told, and then Kilpatrick sai.l,
"Change your saddles." Turning
to Roatk again, he said. Vu get
upon the poor horse." Roark !
as he was commanded, and Kilpat-
rick started off. Turning toward
him Roark said, "Can I speak to
you ?" "Yes." replied the general.
talk quick; I must be going."
"Well," said Roark. "I just want-

ed to say to you that I have been
swapping horse forty year, hul
this is the first time I ever traded
without I had any s.jyin it."

So it was with the people. They
had to swap their money fur g td.
and they had no sjy at all because
of the legislation which was forced
upon them.

In referring to Mr. I farter's
speech. Mr. Tatbert said that it re-
minded him of the man wha was
inquiring of a little boy standing
on the road the way to a certain
house. The little fellow replied :

Wa.li .-- ,...
V44, VM 44443 djr 41.441 a RTIte

to another road, then take that
road and go about a quarter of a
mi!e and then you will line a blind
path which will lead you to a
swamp ; then go up into the mid-
dle of the swamp until you find a
tremendous big tree ; then gr up
into the fork of that tree, and then
if you ain't lost I am tlotrottrd if
I ainta Dutchman.

"That." continued Mr. Talbert.
"is about like the talk of my friend
from Ohio. I tried to foiiow him,
but he first took me into a swamp,
then into the fork of a Iree. and
finally I as completely lost.

Mr. Talbert in his speech said
that he had never written a speech,
as he did not like to be bothered
with note?. He undertook to make
one with notes once and got them
all stirred up together and made a
complete failure. It reminded
him of what happened to the old
preacher down South, who told the
boys what portion of the Scripture
he intended to read for the morn
ing lesson. The boys, finding the
place, glued two pages together.
The next morning the old preacher
began to read at the bottom of
one page :

"And Noah. wtWa tr wa a ftaalnrl nara
old took tu himirif a wrtftr. wa waV

Then turning over the leaf:
"A hnmlrrrt a ail Ihirtr rwhtt tna aaal

frt inl.it wMc.aa.1 ata.lv rtrt 4.4 ia-- cr

woud. and inticbca ailhm aa--l wttkWwl"

This puzzled the grod old
preacher. He took off his spec-
tacles, rubbed them, and verified
the verse.

Well. he said, after drawing a
long breath, "Brethren. I had not
seen it in this here bok befrr.
but I know it is true or it would
not have br en here. It is an evi
dence of the assertion in another
portion of the Holy ttiblc, that
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