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Couricr-®mejr
Jim Stovall: Person County needs a

full-time economic development director
BY TIM CHANDLER

COURIER-TIMES EDITOR 
tchnn(ller@roxboto-tou[le[.com

“The will to win is the will to 
prepare.”

Jim Stovall, former chairman 
of the Person County Economic 
Development Commission (EDC) 
quoted those words once spoken 
by legendary collegiate football 
coach Paul (Bear) Bryant Mon

day evening.
Stovall and members of the 

EDC were meeting with the Per
son Board of County Commis
sioners in a special joint session.

The plea from Stovall and

other EDC members to commis
sioners was for funding for a 
full-time economic development 
director for Person County. The

See STOVALL, Page 10 Jim Stovall

‘We just hope
we ean build

baek and go on’
Sunday fire causes 

extensive damage to 
Ephesus Baptist Church

BYIIM CHANDLER
COURIER-TIMES EDITOR 

tchoniiler@roxbofo-tourler.tom

“Seeing all that work going 
down was not easy to watch. A lot 
of old work, a lot of new work. It 
was not easy to watch.”

Rev. Leonard Watlington ut
tered those words this week when 
discussing a Sunday afternoon 
fire at Ephesus Baptist Church in 
Semora. The blaze destroyed the 
sanctuary of the church, which 
sits just off of Ephesus Baptist 
Church Road in Semora.

Watlington recently celebrated 
his 33rd anniversary as pastor of 
Ephesus Baptist. Shortly after 
1 p.m. Sunday, he had to look on 
as fire ravaged a good portion of

the church, which was founded in 
1834.

“The Lord knows best,” Wat
lington said. “He is in charge. He 
gives and He takes away. He is in 
charge.

“We just hope we can build 
back and go on,” Watlington add
ed. “I hope I will see the church 
rebuilt. It holds a special place in 
my heart.”

Blake Whitt, chief of the Ceffo 
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Depart
ment, said the Sunday afternoon 
blaze remains under investiga
tion, but added that the nature of 
the fire is not suspicious. Whitt 
did say that one possible cause of 
the fire was faulty electrical wir-

See FIRE, Page 10

TIM CHANDLER I COURIER-TIMES
A Sunday afternoon fire caused major damage to Ephesus Baptist Church In Semora.

School board to revisit commissioners’ 
request for former Helena School site

BY GREY PENTECOST
COURIER-TIMES STAFF WRITER 

gteypentecost@roxboro-tourler.tom

The Person County Board of 
Education will meet on Monday, 
Nov. 14 at 9 a.m. to accommodate 
the observance of Local Govern
ment Day.

The meeting will be held in the 
board of education boardroom, 
located on the ground floor of the 
Person County Office Building at 
304 S. Morgan St.

The board will hear from 
Smith Sinnett Architecture on 
plans for the transition of Person 
County Learning Academy from

the old Helena school building to 
the VFW property.

Person County Schools Execu
tive Director of Program Servic
es Marionette Jeffers will pres
ent changes to the 2012-13 CTE 
(career and technical education)

SUBMinED
See\ltiil, Page 10 Pastor Leonard Watlington and his wife, Helen

‘This is the perfect spot for me to grow'
Danville, Va. resident Mike Floyd named staff writer at C-T

BY GREY PENTECOST
COURIER-TIMES STAFF WRITER 

greypentecost@roxbo[o-courler.com

Mike Floyd

The Courier-Times welcomed 
its newest staff writer, Mike 
Floyd, this week from Danville, 
Va.

Floyd’s prior work experience 
spans a wide-range of fields, 
including time spent as a pro
fessional baseball player, chef, 
advertising representative, and

freelance journalist and photog
rapher.

Floyd knows the Roxboro area 
through previous delivery and 
advertising sales work, and noted 
the friendliness of the people, the 
way the community pulls togeth
er, and the energy of the town, 
describing Roxboro as “Ameri
cana done right.”

Floyd said he is happy to now 
be at The Courier-Times.

“This is the perfect spot for me

to grow,” he said, “because I do 
have knowledge in a lot of differ
ent subjects. I’m a photojournal
ist too.”

Floyd earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in public business 
management in 1978, with a mi
nor in journalism.

He said he enjoys using his 
interviewing skills to “bring the 
story out of people,” and then 
putting that story down on paper.

Prior to moving to Danville in

1995, Floyd lived in California, 
and said he learned a lot from 
interviewing blues musicians 
there.

“They were the hardest peo
ple to crack open, but once they 
opened up, then you could get the 
story,” he said.

Floyd also photographed a lot 
of blues musicians in the late 
1980s, such as B.B. King, starting

See FLOYD, Page 10
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