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WORSHIP WITH US!
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am 
Tuesday Word & Worship 7:30pm

•Special Music & Singing • Prayer for the sick • Anointed preaching

Come and receive a blessing from God!

First Pentecostal Church
707 N. Main Street, Roxboro, NC 336-330-0600
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Faith, Family and Friendship

Matthew Wilmoth, 
Pastor
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Gov. Perdue’s really bad week
RALEIGH

A
lthough fans, foes, and 
disinterested observ­
ers may differ about the 
causes, I suspect they 
would all agree that Beverly 

Perdue has had a rough first 
term as governor of North 
Carolina.

Unfortunately for her, the 
events of the past few days have 
only made things worse.

On Thanksgiving weekend, 
the Republican-led General As­
sembly convened in Raleigh for 
a brief special session.

The main item on the agenda 
was a Senate vote on a bill the 
House already approved earlier 
this year to roll back a 2009 law 
making it easier for murderers 
to challenge their death sen­
tences.

The so-called Racial Justice 
Act allows inmates to go beyond 
the facts of their own cases to 
assert broader claims of racial 
discrimination. Perdue and 
other supporters of the 2009 
law said their intention was to 
address bias in sentencing. Of 
course, the real objective was to 
halt North Carolina’s death pen­
alty through endless litigation.

Objective achieved. Of the 
157 inmates on death row, 154 
have sought hearings under the 
new law. White, black, brown, it 
doesn’t matter - all are claiming 
to be victims of discrimination. 
The bill would have been more 
accurately titled the Racial In­
justice Act, given that it consti­
tutes a brazen attempt to use
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racial demagoguery to delay or 
deny the administration of jus­
tice for the families of murder 
victims.

If you read the racial-bias 
claims carefully, you will find 
that they do not involve the race 
of the killer.

There is no evidence that, all 
other factors being equal, blacks 
are more likely to be executed 
than whites. The real claim is 
that those who kill white victims 
are more likely to get the death 
penalty than killers of black 
victims are.

This is an odd claim to make 
if you oppose capital punish­
ment, because its implication 
is that juries fail to value black 
victims as much as white ones 
— which is why they don’t ap­
ply the death penalty as much. 
Based on this logic, as the ves­
tiges of racism continue to fade, 
the use of capital punishment 
should increase. I’d welcome 
that. Would its opponents?

Of course not. They simply 
oppose the death penalty itself, 
either on moral or efficiency 
grounds. Fine. They should 
make those arguments. But they 
should stop making disingenu­

ous arguments about racism.
To get back to Perdue’s di­

lemma, her problem is that the 
Senate voted 27-17 to concur 
with the House rollback of the 
Racial Justice Act. It is now on 
her desk. If she sticks to her 
position and vetoes the bill, she 
will once again have taken a po­
sition contrary to that of most 
North Carolinians, including 
many moderate Democrats. But 
if she allows the rollback, the 
left-wing base of her party will 
go ballistic.

If that wasn’t bad enough, 
the day after the special legis­
lative session began, a Wake 
County grand jury indicted her 
campaign fundraiser Peter Re- 
ichard and two other people for 
a criminal conspiracy to evade 
campaign-finance laws during 
her 2008 run for governor.

The timing gave state law­
makers of both parties the op­
portunity to weigh in for the TV 
cameras. One who seized the op­
portunity was Rep. Bill Faison, 
an Orange County Democrat 
who has made no secret of the 
fact that he’s interested in run­
ning for governor should Perdue 
decide not to file for reelection. 
“She doesn’t seem to be acting 
like somebody who should be 
running for governor,” Faison 
remarked.

Two other issues drew discus­
sion during the special session. 
One was the deal Gov. Perdue 
just struck to allow the Eastern 
Band of the Cherokees to ex­
pand their casino. The other was

a House bill to block a scheduled 
rise in the state gas tax.

Neither issue was concluded 
to Perdue’s benefit. The legisla­
ture left town without acting on 
her gambling compact. And the 
Senate refused to go along with 
a gas-tax cap, a popular (though 
in my view unwise) measure 
that Perdue would probably 
have signed and thus gotten 
some credit for.

All in all, the governor had a 
lousy week - and her reelection 
prospects just got a little dim-
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Medicare Annual Open Enrollment 

Ends December 7,2011
All people with Medicare can join, drop, or switch 
Medicare Advantage Plans during the Open 
Enrollment Period. During this time, you are not 
limited to one change. You can make multiple 
changes as long as your paperwork is signed on 
or before December 7,2011. If you are interested
in reviewing your plan options, give us a call. As 
independent agents, we can give you free, expert, 
unbiased information about all the plans available 
to you and can help you find a plan that meets your
needs and budget.
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Call today for your FREE no obligation consultation!

336-598-0594
www.ptpinsurance.com
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Thank you for 
going the extra 
mile when you 

installed tiles over 
our drab cement 

patio. We especially 
appreciate your 

patience in helping 
us choose just the 

right tile and forthe 
professional and 
timely work that 
was done. Very 

satisfied customers.
Christine & 

Jesse Edwards

CARPET Roxboro
CARPET ONE IS

Dropoff for

The ONE store for your perfect floor®

500A Old Durham Road • Roxboro, NC • 336-599-1339
TOYS

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5:30pm, Sat. 9am-lpm
*0n all products. Subject lo credit approval. Frnancirig provided by CItIFrnancial Retail Services Division of Citicorp Trust Sank. fsb. Finance charses bestn to accrue at lire lime of purchase. Ito monthly paymerrts required duiinj the promotional period. Payment of amount finerrced 
in full must be received prior to the expiration of the promotional period in order for accrued finance ctia^s tobe waived. Otherwise, accrued finance charges will be assessed to the account. Standard rate 24% APR. Default rate 26.99% APR. Minimum finance charge $.S0. See 
Cardholder Agreement for details. Available for a limited time only at participating dealers. See store for details. Not responsible for typographical errors. Not all products available at all locations. Photos for demonstration purposes only.

Kitchen • Bathrooms • Countertops & All Flooring

FOR
TOTS

For a free room measure and financing pre-approval visit CarpetOne.com.

Please bring your 
unwrapped toys.
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FOR PRIMARY CARE

"As a family doctor for 
Granville fxpressCare
I'm pleased to provide the convenient, 
quality care you depend on 
from your health care provider."

Granville Health System provides 
excellent primary care for all ages. 
From routine health exams and 
referrals, to minor injuries 
and complex illnesses.

Make an appointment today, 
we have a doctor's office near you:

Granville Internal Medicine
1032 College Street, Oxford, NC 
919.693.6541

South Granville Primary Care
1614 NC Hwy 56, Butner, NC 
919.575.6103

Stovall Medical Center
100 Durham Street, Stovall, NC 
919.690.8880

Granville ExpressCare
Oxford Walmart
1015 Lewis Street, Oxford, NC
919.603.0873

/

ghsHospital.org/PrimaryCare

^^Granville
HEALTH SYSTEM
Quality Care...Close To Home

QUALITY PRIMARY CARE 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

http://www.ptpinsurance.com

