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Poi Dog Pondering Finds New Life
With Constantly Changing Line-Up

BY WENDY MITCHELL
ARTS ANDENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Frank Orrall probably has said a lot of
“alohas” since Poi Dog Pondering formed
in 1986, and not just because he’s from
Honolulu. These “hellos” and “goodbyes”
have marked significant changes in Poi
DogPondering’s lineup through the years.

Orrall, 34, is the band’s founder and
remains the constant in the ever-changing
cavalcade of musicians that call them-
selves Poi Dog Pondering.

“Since inception in ’BS, the band has
slowly gone through changes. It’s more
organic

changes. It’snot
like after a year,
I break it apart.
Players end up
leaving,” Orrall
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said in a recent phone interview. “What it
generally tends to do is just grow... The
band started out as a songwriting vehicle
for me, and it has become another ani-
mal.”

The band’s most recent incarnation will
perform at Cat’s Cradle in Carrboro on
Tuesday with Syd Straw. Tickets are SB.

The latest line-up includes Orrall, Dave
Crawford, Susan Voelz, Dag Juhlin, Paul
Mertens, Steve Goulding,Brigid Murphy,
Tom Ray, Leady Garcia, Arlene Newson
and Robert Comelious.

The tour now encompasses two buses,
Orrall said. “Ilove it. It’sreally exciting to
be on stage with all these players. It’s like
a complete variance of sound. It runs the
gamut from keyboard-based to percussion-
based. It’s very musically inspiring.”

He enjoys the way the band changes all
the time. “The more I travel, the more I
meet musicians, the more I want to play
with them,” he said. “Itstays fresh—the
songs end up totally changing. Different
players breathe new life into it.”

Even though people usually concen-
trate on the band’s Hawaiian origins, these
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Frank Orrall (front in fur hat) of Poi Dog Pondering started the band in 1986 in
Hawaii. Orrall now has an instrumental side project Palm Fabric Orchestra.

different players also offer unique perspec-
tives, Orrall said.

“People always ask us where we’re from
as though ithad any bearing onour sound,
but really all the musidans are from all
over the place Louisiana, Texas, Ha-
waii, Chicago, England.

“Itdoesn’t really matter where we’re
from. It’s just a footnote.”

Orrall recently has changed formats
even more, with Palm Fabric Orchestra, a
side project that concentrates on
instrumentals.

The project started with Texas-based
avant-garde musician Ellen Folman.
Folman built a 100-foot “long-stringed”
instrument. The unique instrument makes
the drone sound on the end ofPoi Dog’s
Vola Vola.

Orrall teamed with Folman, a cellist
and a pianist for the project. Poi Dog
members also perform. “It includes all
members of Poi Dog, but it’s different

enough to warrant the different label.”
“The next Poi Dog probably won’thave

instrumentals, because I now have Palm
Fabric as an outlet for that,” he said. “It’s
kind of hard to tell where the record’s
going to go. Some will continue in the
dance-groove realm like Vola Voh. Some
will be more orchestrated.”

Another difference is that 1992’s Vola
Vola was released on a major label, and the

new album won’t be. Die band signed
with Columbia Records in 1988, but left
the label in 1993. “I enjoy the musical
process as being more whimsical and less
premeditated.”

Orrall said that with Columbia, “Ev-
erybody had an opinion and everybody
was trying to exercise it. It was just tiring
being in that situation.”

But he said he did enjoy seeing the
albums in major markets. “Everybody,
whether they admit itor not, enjoys the
exposure of a major label."

THWSMY, APRIL 21
JUNK FLOWER at the Cave. 968-9308.
GROOVE TUBE at Local 506.942-5506.
PEASANTS OF THE APOCALYPSE, SORRY
ABOUT YOUR DAUGHTER AND GRINMAN
at the Brewery in Raleigh. 834-7018.
JUPITER COYOTE at Cat's Cradle. 967-9053.
BEU.OWES AND STONE at Skylight
Exchange. Medical students' reading. 933-
5550.
UNC COMPOSERS: UNC NEW MUSIC
ENSEMBLE at Hill Rehearsal Hall,8 p.m. 962-
BACH.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
THURSTON MOORE AND GUESTS at Cat's
Cradle. 967-9053.
BUS STOP at the Cave. 968-9308.
GIANTMETAL INSECTS, CLAUD NOVA
AND TRAGIC STATIC at the Brewery in
Raleigh. 834-7018.
SELECTED HILARITYat Skylight Exchange.
933-5550.
CHROME DADDYDISCO at Local 506.942-
5506.
TOM POTTS at Ninth Street Bakery in
Durham.
UNC COLLEGIUM MUSICUMat Hill Hall, 8
p.m. Tickets $5.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
FLATDUO JETS at Cat s Cradle. 967-9053.
THE GREEN LEVEL ENTERTAINERS at the
Cave. 968-9308.
LASO HALO, WIFFLEFIST, SIUCA GEL AND
POLYCRAP at the Brewery in Raleigh. 834-
7018.
SELECTED HILARITYat SkylightExchange.
Comedy. 933-5550.
SPRINGFEST WITH GRAVITY'S PULL, BUS
STOP, SEVENTH TRIBE AND KNOCKED
DOWN SMIUN' at Local 506.942-5506.
PAT HUMPHRIES at Ninth Street Bakery in
Durham.
DUKE STRING SCHOOL CHAMBER
ENSEMBLE at Baldwin Auditorium, Duke, 7
p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
RED STAR BELGRADE AND THE FURIES at
the Cave. 968-9308.
KARAOKE at He's Not Here. 942-7939.
STAY FREE! SPRING BALL at Cat s Cradle.
967-9053.

Arts&
Entertainment

Calendar
STAGGER STAGGER CRAWL at Local 506.
942-5506.
JAMICANAFTERNOON at the Brewery in
Raleigh. 834-7018.
JAZZ ON THE LAWN: UNC JAZZ BANDS
at Hill Hall. 4 p.m. 962-BACH.

UNC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA at HillHalt. 8
p.m. 962-BACH.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
TRUE AND TRUE at the Cave. 968-9398.
RUBBERMAID, CHEW TOY AND
PENDRAGON at the Brewery in Raleigh. 834-
7018.
SUPERCHUNK at Cat s Cradle. 967-9053.

ART EXHIBITS
MASTER OF FINE ARTS EXHIBITin Eaton
Gallery April 23 to May 15.
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Modern Extension members Richard Patten and Shelley Senterfitt practice
for their upcoming performance today and Friday in Memorial Hall.

DUKE COLLEGIUMMUSICUM 8 p.m. Nelson
Music Room, Duke campus. Admission free.
660-3333.

MONDAY, APRIL 25
CHAT WITH PAT at the Cave. 968-9308.
JUNIOR BROWN at Cat s Cradle. 967-9053.
OPEN MIKE NIGHT at Columbia Street. 967-
9150.
THE WOOGLES, TINSEL AND HOSS at the
Brewery in Raleigh. 834-7018.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
POI DOG PONDERING at Cat s Cradle 967-
9053.
WKNC SMASH HITS SHOWCASE at the
Brewery in Raleigh. 834-7018.
CAPSIZE 7 at Local 506.942-5506.
DOUBTING THOMAS at the Cave. 968-9398.

ANSEL ADAMS: IMAGES, IDEAS, ICONS
multimedia program combining Adam’s
photography with performed selctions from his
letters and 'Autobiography* in Hanes
Auditorium at 8 p.m. Friday through Sunday.
SURVIVORS' WALLfeaturing artwork and
writing dealing with sexual assault issues in
the Union's second-floor gallery through April
29.
A GIFT TO THE NATION:MASTERPIECES
OF EUROPEAN PAINTINGS FROM THE
SAMUEL H. KRESS COLLECTION at the N.C.
Museum of Art in Raleigh through April 24.57
European paintings from the 16th —l9th
century. 833-1935.
GLASS ACQUISITIONS at the Ackiand Art
Museum through May 16.966-5736.
RINSE AND SPIN at Judges Coffee Roastery
and places throughout town through Friday.

Please See CALENDAR, Page 10

Summer Leases!
FullyFurnished condos
available immediately!

KENSINGTON TRACE
weaver dairy rd. • 967-0044

Get 25% off labor or a free box of
diskettes on your first visit

Bring in this ad for a special offer
on top-notch Mac or PC service

from your loca! SERVlCenter
WMB . OS ' On your first visit, get 25^

HPH Byjfl. m orf !ol>oi--o> free

¦ diskettes—on anything
, HS& from repairs to a¦ system weilcheck to

¦ H a memory upgrade.

wHHL .. ; B It's all backed by

fl|. w ¦ Digital, with fast
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Pc P roducts ' printers,
, Tfil and related peripherals. So bring in

weilcheck, or even just a question.

What could be smarter than great

I
s en/ice at great prices?
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I 4709Creekstone Drive, Ste 200, Momsvifte
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North Carolina State Grange and Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of North Carolina are names you can trust.

Contact us about new low rates for Grange Members.
• Individual •Family _ * n

• Medicare Supplemental Cgl]
Health Care Insurance • Raleigh, NC
Call 783-0010 Mon.-Sat. • 8 am-8 pm

*

Non-members may apply by making application for membership

Help Wanted
Landscaping—Full-Time Permanent

Landscaping —Full-TimeThrough May
Greenhouse Part-Time Through May

Come by during business Hours the,, ¦

967-8568^968^)502
GREENHOUSES JP. .1 -

*

Sunrise Dr. MlAHT
408-0239 (CH)

489-3893 (DUR)

SUMMER JOBS
IN CHARLOTTE
Spending your summer in the Charlotte area
and wondering where you’llfind a job? You

could spend this summer working in
professional surroundings with free access to
an on site fitness center while earning a good

hourly wage and commissions.
Alamo Rent A Car is currently seeking full86

part-time reservation sales agents for summer
hiring.. .and now is the time to apply!

Ifyou enjoy working with the public, have a
pleasant telephone manner and are ready to

learn new skills, then Alamo Rent A Car would
like to talk with you today!

For more information or to apply please contact:
Alamo Rent A Car

5970 Fairview Road
Suite 800

Charlotte, NC 28210
704-554-8701

I^AlamolnZa/’ Rent A Car
- I

Where all the miles
are free™

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Blue Cross and Blue Shield
coverage at new low rates
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