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Much of North Carolina’s soccer fate in 1994 will depend on Hector Suarez (above) and his brothers, Temoc and
Victor. Hector will miss the first month of the season with a knee injury.

-Calvin and Hobbes
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Top Teams to Hold No.

BYSETH BROWN
STAFF WRITER

The North Carolina men’s soccer team
hasmore problemsthan youraverageteam
ranked fourth in the country.

Problem No. 1: Captain Gregg
Berhalter, a senior All-Americanleft UNC
two weeks ago to join a Dutch professional
team.

“Berhalter leaving prior to graduation
hasaffected (theteam) ina way thatI could
notrecruithisposition,” UNC’shead coach
Elmar Bolowich said. “In essence then,
some of our guys currently on the team or
even freshman need to raise their level of
play quickly to fill the hole.”

Problem No. 2: Sophomore Hector
Suarez injured his knee in the preseason
and will be lost for the first month of the
season.

“Taking (the loss of Berhalter and Hec-
tor Suarez) into consideration, I don’t think
we willbe No. 4in the country, because we
don’t have our full team together,”
Bolowich said. “However at the end of the
year, I think we can well make it back.”

Theother major challenge the Tar Heels
face is the extreme difficulty of its sched-
ule. InUNC’sopening tournament, it plays
No. 15 St. Louis and No. 2 Indiana in the
MetLife/adidas Classic in Indianapolis.

The Tar Heels then open the ACC with
No. 6 Clemson Sept. 11 and later play No.
1 Virginia.

“We're going to have to be a team that
plays hard all the time,” senior captain

Eddie Pope said.

AsFlorida State’s football team proved
last year, a tough schedule is not always a
bad thingand can allow for some probable
losses.

“I think it is one of the toughest sched-
ulesin the country,” Bolowich said. “Butif
we want to be eventually No. 1, we have to
beat those teams.”

UNC will have one advantage it hasnot
had in past years. During the summer, the
Tar Heels went to Germany to practice
and scrimmage.

“The trip to Germany was a learning
experience,” junior midfielder Kerry
Zavagnin said. “In the first two games of
every season, ever since I've been here, we

haven’t had much success in the early *

tournament and I think that was due to
preparation. Hopefully the Germany trip
will help prepare us well for the first two
games of the season, because (Germany)
was pretty B

Last year, the Tar Heels lost to UCLA
and Cal State-Fullerton in the opening
tournament. They fell to James Madison
and Davidson two years ago.

Sophomore Temoc Suarez and senior
Ben DiMeo will lead the Tar Heel offense
and could provide the goals to break the
opening-tournament cycle. Suarezwas last
year’s Rookie of the Year and is an All-
American pick this year. He also holds the
'UNC record for goals scored by a fresh-
man after booting in 16 last year.

“He's certainly an offensive threat,”
Bolowich said. “However the others will

4 Ranking

know about him, and they will mark him
very carefully, but he is the caliber player
who can handle any type of situation.”

Senior Ben DiMeo, a Chapel Hill na-
tive, will also provide leadership in the
front.

“(DiMeo) seems to be well prepared for
his senior year,” Bolowich said.

In the midfield, look for the Kerrys (or
Carys) and the Suarezes— Zavagnin, fresh-
man Cary Talley, Victor Suarez and, upon
recovery, Hector Suarez.

“Kerry should anchor the midfield and
be the link between the defense and the
offense,” Pope said.

Talley joins his homophone from the
Under-20 National team. and will be pri-
marily a defensive midfielder.

“(Victor and Hector) are two very mo-
bile, knowledgeable midfielders,”
Bolowich said.

The backfield will be anchored by Pope,
who will play sweeper, and fellow senior
John Armstrong, who will play marking
back.

“We’re looking for a leader (in Pope),
not so much verbally but leading by ex-
ample on the field,” Zavagnin said. “He’s
not a loud person, he usually leads by
example — ever since his freshman year.
This year should be no different.”

If Pope sets a good example, he and his
teammates could give UNC fans some-
thing to shout about.

“When we run at full strength, we will
be one of the better teams (in UNC history)
playing-wise,” Bolowich said.

Once a Bastion of Foothall Powers,
The SWC Will Soon Break Into Pieces

BY CHAD AUSTIN
ASSISTANT SPORTSATURDAY EDITOR

‘When the 1996 college football season
rolls around, go ahead and pencil in the
Houston Cougars to win the Southwest
Conference championship.

That's right.

Houston, which shared its last confer-
ence title with SMU in 1984, will undoubt-
edly wear the league crown in ‘96... unless
it competes as an independent.

The Cougars’ league, the Southwest
Conference, is dying. Actually it's dead.

In 1996, league members Rice, SMU
and TCU will merge with the Western
Athletic Conference to form a league with
16 members. Baylor, Texas, Texas A&M
and Texas Tech willadd four schoolsto the
Big Eight, making it the Big 12.

That leaves Houston as the only SWC
school to uphold the league’s proud tradi-
tion, which spans 80 years.

In the late '30s, SMU, TCU and Texas

athletic director at TCU.

In 1981, the University of Georgia and
the University of Oklahoma filed an anti-
trust suit against the NCAA. At the time,
the NCAA owned the rights to all of its
member schools’ television contracts.

The Supreme Court ruled for Georgia
and Oklahoma with a 7-2 decision in 1984.
The NCAA then had to void about $140
million in television contracts with ABC
and CBS, leaving schools and conferences
free to work out their own deals.

Conferences around the country looked
at expanding their memberships to bring
better schools — and more TV dollars —
into their leagues.

The Big Ten added powerhouse Penn
State. The Southeastern Conference added

two team, divided into two divisions and .

brought in roughly $8 million on a single
championship game. Eventhe ACC, where
football was once just something to do
before basketball, beefed up its football
and its wallet by bringing in Florida State.

Then there’s Notre Dame, an indepen-
dent, which inked its own five-year, $35
million television contract with NBC. The
Fighting Irish have since joined the Big
East, but only under the condition that
football remain independent.

“It’s purely a financial matter in my
judgement,” Jacoby said. “It used to be
what was best for conferences. Now it
seems to be ‘what is the best for me’ with-
out regard for fellow institutions.”

While otherleaguesjockeyed for teams,
the Southwest Conference did nothing to
expand itself. It looks like that was costly.

‘When the four SWC teams moved to
the Big Eight, ABC Sports and Liberty
Sports, Inc., reached an agreement believed
to worth about $100 million over five years.

rsame players, problems arose.

The deal is expected to be the most lucra-
tive in the history of college football.

The tube also hurt the SWC in recruit-
ing. With over 1,000 high schools playing
footballin Texas, Texanshavelongboasted
of having the nation’s best prep players.

But with the Floridas, Notre Dames
and Penn States appearing almost weekly
on television, many of the state’s top stars
went elsewhere to play their college ball.

“] think the jet airplane and television
have caused more national recruiting,”
Jacoby said. “Before that recruiting was
more regional.”

Even without television’s influence,
SWC teams found it difficult to keep talent
in-state. With eight schools in the same
state and the same league vying forthe

Recruiting scandals rocked the league
in the 1980s. The violations were so severe
at SMU that the school received the death
penalty in the 1987 and 1988 seasons.

And to make matters worse, Arkansas
left the conference to join the SEC in 1990.
That left the colleges in Texas competing
with pro markets Dallas and Houston.

“The pro influence is devastating,”
Jacoby said. “People have only two things
— time and money. The question is where
are they going to spend it?

“People don’thave enoughtimetogoto
acollege event on Saturday and a proevent
on Sunday.”

So on that fateful Saturday in the fall of
1995 when the last SWC league game is
played, the first obituary for a major col-
lege conference will read:

The Southwest Conference, 82, died
Saturday on a football field in Texas. Sur-
viving are the University of Houston Cou-
gars.
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Long Stem Roses
guaranteed to open
reg. $19.95

Save $3 w/Ad
Sept. 6th, 1994

Nl dress up your plants
t8| 25% off plants w/ad |

| Pottery, Wicker, Brass, Wire

HappyNew Year!
T :

at .C. Hillel, 210 W. Cameron Av.
[Rosh Hashanah] (s
Mon. Sept. 5 - Evening service - 7:15 pm
Tues. Sept. 6 - Morning service - 9 am

Shofar blowing - 12 pm
[Yom Kippur|

Wed. Sept. 14 - Kol Nidre - 6:45 pm
Thurs. Sept. 15 - Morning service - 9 am

at arolmu mon, Rooms 205-206

Rosh Hashanah (Roserau School of

Public Health Avd.)
Mon. Sept. 5-Evening service - 7:15 pm

Tues. Sept. 6 - Morning & Torah service - 10 am
Shofar Blowing - 11:30 am
(Yom Kippur|
Wed. Sept. 14 - Kol Nidre - 6:45 pm
Thurs. Sept. 15 - Morning & Torah service - 9 am
Break-the-Fast Social - 7:45 pm
*Yom Kippur Pre-Fast Chavurot - Sept. 14
* Erev Rosh Hashanah Meal - Sept. 5, 5 pm

United Colors
of Benetton

Labor Day Sale

4 DAYS ONLY!

Take an additional
20% off our 50% off
merchandise.

9-2-94 thru 9-5-94

South Square Mall
Durham




