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Festival Attracts Diverse Group of Musicians
BYDEAN HAIR

ARTS & DIVERSIONS EDITOR

Merl Saunders and his Rainforest Band
along with the New Riders of the Purple
Sage willjoinSolar Circus, Ras Alan and
the Lions, and Natural Healing for
East West ‘95,a celebration oftoday’s best
live music.

East West Fest ‘95, sponsored by
InneiSun Productions, opens in Raleigh
today at the Ritz Theater, 2820 Industrial
Drive before moving to the Horn in the
WestAmphitheaterin Boone,NCfora 10-
hour concert on Saturday.

The conceit will feature a blending of
different extremes ofmusic fiom worldbeat
boogie blues to rock-folk sounds.

Headlining the concert will be Merl
Saunders and his Rainforest Band. Start-
ing out in San Francisco, Saunders has
shaped music for more than 20 years. Hav-
ing a unique sound and creating excellent
music, Saunders has performed with the
likes ofJerry Garcia, Miles Davis and B. B.
King.

Saunders started playing the piano in
second grade and had his own band by the
time he was 13years old. He has formed a
very unique idea ofmusic. “Iwas told at a
young age that there were two kinds of
music, bad and good,” he said.

“Jerry Garcia was in my band, the Key-
stones, for about 4 years,” Saunders said.
“We started getting together in the early
70s. We lived only three blocks away from
each other. Me, Jerry and a drummer
started hanging out at the Matrix in New
York, and that was the first bar we ever
played. Itstarted with just 10 people com-
ing out, and then the next weekend it
would grow to 20 and then to 100 people.

“Jerry and I toured around and played
a lot of great music. He is gone, but the
music and chemistiy that we had will live
forever, and as long as Iam alive Iwill play
it.”Alife changing event for Saunders was
going to the rain forest in Peru. “Afilm
company out of Miami sent me to Peru
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Merl Saunders and his Rainforest Band will perform at the annual East West Fest '95 at the Ritz Theater in Raleigh
today with guests Solar Circus, Ras Alan and the Lions, New Riders of the Purple Sage and Natural Healing.

and I was able to observe firsthand what
happens in the rain forest and talk to the
children, ”Saunders said. “The album I did
went to No. 4 on the Billboard chart's New
Age section. I have gotten letters from
doctors and lawyers saying this music is
healing! and other people call me telling
me they got married to it and had babies
listening to this music.”

One ofSaunders’ greatest thrills is per-

forming livebefore a small audience. “Do-
ing live shows gives you a certain energy,”
Saunders said. “Idid some concerts with
the Grateful Dead in the early 70’s, and it
got out of proportion, and you could not
see the people. Ilike playing bars and small
theaters where you can see the people.
That is what would get me off.

“Ifit ever gets to where Iplay stadiums,
I won’t do it. It is a rip-off to the fans. It is

awful to look down at tiny people and
them having to look up at screens when
you are right there.”

Tickets, sl2 in advance and sl4 at the
door, may be purchased for the Raleigh
concert at The Ritz, at all School Kids
Records locations in Raleigh and Cary,
and at Monster Records in Chapel Hill.
For further information on East West Fest
‘95, call 910-488-3620.
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C.O. COPIES
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169 E. Franklin St. • Near the Post Office
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AFFORDABLE
g ' At Planned Parenthood, we believe it’s important for women to get regular

! at,ention from specialized medical professionals. Asa non-profit organization,

included"
We re able to of,er confidential services and quality contraceptives at
extraordinarily low prices.

j Compare our prices with those you’ve paid elsewhere. Call Planned
iodudedj Parenthood at 942-7762 for an appointment soon. In Durham call 286-2872.

OPlanned Parenthood™
Orange and Durham Counties, Inc.
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