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The past year brought a marked in-

crease in enrollment in Math 10, which is
a rough equivalent ofhigh school Algebra
11, Plante said. Plante directs Undergradu-
ate StudiesforUNC’sDepaitmentofMath-
ematics.

About 1000 students, or 30 percent of
this year’s freshman class, placed into the
course, up from 25 percent last year, Plante
said. The increase created a last-minute
demand for more sections ofMath 10 for
nearly 200 extra students who needed the
course.

Plante saidhe was shocked that so many
students at a respected university did not
have the basic algebra skills covered in
Math 10.

“Just after I had to add five extra sec-
tions ofMath 10,1 read an article on how
wonderful this year’s freshman class is,”
Plante said. “Itjust seems like a contradic-
tion is there.”

Jicha said many students otherwise pre-
pared for University courses have prob-
lems with math. “Mathematics seems to
be a particular trouble spot for students.”

Th*Eaflish Jtagb
Within the English department, a ma-

jority offreshmen are placed into English
11 or 12.

However, die most basic English course,
English 10, has maintained a small but
consistent enrollment of over 100 students
in each ofthe past few years.

Between 1994 and 1995, enrollment in
English 10 for the fall semester fell from
159 to 110 students.

The decrease in enrollment in English
10 was the first drop in three years, said
Susan Stedman, a program assistant in the
department.

But students’ writing skills may not be
as consistently up to par as placement tests
indicate.

Tom Baker, an adviser in the College of
Arts and Sciences who has been a lecturer
in the history department, said student
writing abilities vary greatly.

“Itruns the gamut from people who are
very well-prepared in terms of writing to
people who have trouble with paragraph
structure and don’t know what a topic
sentence is,” he said.

Baker said the variation reflects differ-
ences in high school preparation. “Mostof
the people who don’t know how to do it
haven’t had a chance. With a place like
Carolina you’re talking about people from
all kinds ofbackgrounds.”
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Disagreement over the definition ofthe
term “remedial” has contributed to confu-
sion about the numbers of students requir-
ing extrapreparationforuniversity courses.

Because the UNC General Administra-
tion, which oversees the 16-school UNC
system, has no standard definition of a
remedial course, its figures on remedial
enrollment mean different things at each of
the 16branch campuses.

AtUNC-CH, Math 10 and other basic
courses are usually not listed as remedial.
General Administration statistics report
that no students at the University are en-
rolled inremedial math courses.

Plante said Math lOshouldbe described
as a remedial course, but that the Univer-
sity does not officiallyrecognize it as one.

“Math 10 didn’t exist 10 years ago, and
it covers material that a good high school
would have taken care of,” he said.

Jarausch said for students who have
taken a language for at least two years in
high school, level 1 is a remedial course.

She also said students who take level 1
after high school study tend to intimidate
true beginners in the language, and every-
one ends up hurt by the process. Jarausch
said she puts as many students as possible
in level2 tokeep them from losing ground.

Dram* Murad
Students who have to take a remedial

course may be Mingbehind in more than
just one subject area, Plante said.

"I don’t actually believe that someone
who starts in Math 10 has much of a
conceivable chance to major in mathemat-
ics or in any of the physical sciences,” he
said.

He said because large numbers offresh-
men place into remedial math, students
mightbe shying away from the majors they
want to pursue. Some of the University’s
popular majors, such as biology, require
students to take advanced mathematics
courses.

Jason Johnson, a sophomore from Wil-
low Springs, almost gave up on his desire
to major in business when he placed into
Math 10 during his freshman year.

“Iwas afraid to go into a business de-
gree at first, because I didn’t think Iwas a
strong enough math student," he said.

Johnson said he quickly realized that he
was having problems not because he was a
poor student but because his high school
math teachers had not encouraged him.

“Ithink a lot of teachers in high school
don’t know how to meet students' special
needs,” he said.

Cowell, who taught high school inrural
North Carolina before coming to UNC,
said some high school teachers do not have
the resources to meet all students’ needs.

"Things are not improving in rural ar-
eas because some teachers there may not
have the experience they need to teach
higher-level foreign languages," she said.
“They have to make do with what they
have.”

For Meredith Breen, a senior from Win-
ston-Salem, the worst thing about being in
a remedial level class was the stereotype
that comes along with it.

“When you’re first enrolled, you don’t
realize the stigma, but then after you tell
people that you’re in Math lOyou begin to

see it,"she said.
Breen was enrolled in Math 10 as a

juniortransfer, even though she had taken
calculus inhigh school. She said she thought

“Math 10didn’t exist 10years
ago, and itcovers material

that a good high school would
have taken care of.

”

JOSMHMIE
UNC Math Professor

of Math 10 as a helpful refresher course.
“The most interesting thing was when I

would ask my friends for help who had
placed out ofMath 10 with SAT scores or
whatever,” Breen said. “They would say,
‘I don’t remember that stuff, I haven’t

touched itin years,’ and they couldn’t help
me.”

Mamml Tests: a) Accurate b) Flawed

In light of the numbers of freshmen in
basic courses in a time when N.C. SAT
scores are up by five percent over the last
year and at record highs, some people are
questioning the accuracy of the placement
test method.

Michael Kestner, section chief for math-
ematics and science at the N.C. Depart-
ment ofPublic Instruction, said it is not
unusual for students to score well on the
SAT and to falter on university placement
tests.

“The SAT isn’t supposed to represent
the actual amount ofleaming someone did
in high school. Instead, it shows their capa-
bility, their aptitude, for learning.”

Kestner said placement tests are not
emphasized as much as SATs in the high
schools, so many students do not know
what to expect, Kestner said.

Vanessa Jeter of the Department of
Public Instruction said she thinks many
students taking the placement tests have
not seen the material in several years.

“Let’s face it, you don’t remember cal-
culus when you haven’t used it in a while, ”
Jeter said.

Cowell said many students that come to

her with placement problems did not take
alanguage class orwere in an independent
study during their last year ofhigh school.

Similarly, Plante said most UNC appli-
cants do nottake the placement tests until
summer orientation, although most have
taken Algebra IIduring their freshman or
sophomore years of high school. There-
fore, he said, the results ofthe test can be
confusing.

“You can’t tell whether they’ve lost
track of the material and forgotten it, or if
they’ve never learned itat all,” said Plante.

Sotatioa Strategies
Some faculty members are working to

find answers to what they call a serious
problem, butthey say there is noorganized
effort toward a solution at the University
level.

Jicha said the University had no formal
program to give feedback on freshmen
placement to high schools, but he said the
information was available.

Concerned professors and lecturers are
taking it upon themselves to find ways to
help students prepare for arrival at the
University and flourish when theygethere.

Members of the math department are
working to stop the overflow of freshmen
into Math 10 or at least to give them an-
other way to get the credit.

Math 10 coordinator Mark McCombs
is using a two-year grant from the National
Science Foundation to create a computer
version of the course.

“Theproposal is to set up amulti-media
computer classroom with self-paced
courses,” he said.

When the project is finished, students
could complete the Math 10requirement
in as little as a month, McCombs said.

Some faculty in the Department ofRo-
mance Languages are also taking steps to
help students be better prepared.

Both Cowell and Jarausdi are members
of the Foreign Language Association of
North Carolina. They say they use the
organization to talk to teachers at the high

school level and let them know what the
University expects offoreign language stu-
dents.

“Iabsolutely thinkwe have the respon-

sibilityto work with high schools, particu-
larly in foreign language,” Cowell said.
“They learn from us, and we can learn
from them, too.”

Interviewing in the Durham area on
November 30 & December 1.
Resumes will be accepted through October 31st

On the MerrillLynch Fast Track
For decades Merrill Lynch has been the leading
U.S. brokerage firm. One in five affluent American
investors name Merrill Lynch as their brokerage
firm. Total assets under management now exceed
SSOO billion globally.

We at Merrill Lynch have built our leadership
position through a client-driven marketing
strategy. We stay abreast of changes in world
demographics and investor needs, then respond
with new products and services well before the
rest of the marketplace.

Now Merrill Lynch invites a small group of out-

standing 1996 college and MBA graduates to share
in that success by pursuing a unique career oppor-
tunity in its Private Client organization.

The Private Client Development
Program offers challenging positions in one of
the Merrill Lynch Private Client business units
(units key to maintaining our competitive
edge -where your contribution to our success
is significant).

Under the guidance of a senior manager,
you work in product development, marketing
or finance areas. You meet with senior
management to discuss firm strategy and
participate in task force projects to aid various
business units in meeting their strategic
objectives. Formal classes address career
development issues and enhance your
leadership skills. You are given responsibility,
accountability, and the experience needed
to help you succeed throughout your
MerrillLynch career.
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Candidates for the program have outstanding
records of academic, extracurricular and work
experience achievement. They are interested
in the challenge of the fast-paced financial
services industry and want to be recognized
for their accomplishments.

The Merrill Lynch Private Client group is
offering an unequaled opportunity to excel. If
you have the talent, creativity, energy and com-
mitment to be a winner, this is an opportunity
that can make a difference in your career.
The difference is MerrillLynch.
For more information, write us:

Private Client Development Program
Merrill Lynch

PO Box 9027 Dopt UNC
Princeton, NJ 08543-9027

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

Asa result, Cowell said more and more
students are prepared for file kind of for-
eign language courses that file University
offers.
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