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Political activity in churches limited
¦ Churches must remain
neutral if they want to keep
tax-exempt status.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WINSTON-S ALEM—Afederal law-

suit filed against the Christian Coalition
for partisan political activity does not
mean that churches have to forsake all
forms ofpoliticking, ministers and tax
experts say.

“There’s a great deal of interest in
what the boundaries are,” Oliver Tho-
mas, a tax attorney for the National Coun-
cil ofChurches, told the Winston-Salem
Journal. “There are noboundaries under
the Constitution. Churches are able to
get as involved as they want to, under the
Constitution.”

But ifa church wants to preserve its
tax-exempt status, that all changes.

According to the Internal Revenue
Service, churches may engage in politi-
cal activity, but they must do so with
strict neutrality.

“What they can’t do is get involvedin

campaigns,” Thomas said. “They can’t
give money to a campaign, can’t endorse
a campaign.”

They also cannot oppose a specific
campaign. What they can do is speak out
on political issues, such as abortion or
welfare reform, and individuals can sup-
port oroppose certain candidates as long
astheydon’tdoitwith church’sbacking.

A nonprofit organization with tax-

exempt status—such as a church —can
do some lobbying as long as it is not a
substantial part of the group’s activities,
according to the tax code.

But ifthe organization engages in par-
tisan political activity, it runs the risk of
losing its tax-exempt status. Contribu-
tors no longer would be allowed to write
off their donations to the organization,
and the organization would have to pay
taxes.

The civillawsuit that the Federal Elec-
tions Commission filed July 30 against
the Christian Coalition deais with a dif-
ferent matter.

The Christian Coalition isn’t covered
by the same section of the tax laws that
apply to churches, and the suit doesn’t

deal with tax laws at all. The suit, which
says that the coalition improperly aided
Republican candidates through its voter
guides and other activities, involves elec-
tion laws.

The coalition is considered a “social
welfare” organization under tax laws,
which means it has more flexible guide-
lines for politicking than churches and
other kinds of organizations enjoy. Be-
cause ofhow it is classified under the tax
laws, the coalition does not have to pay
taxes, but contributions to it are not tax-
deductible.

The Rev. C. Mark Corts, the pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church in Winston-Sa-
lem, said his congregation has a commit-
tee that discusses political involvement
and related issues.

Calvary allows the local chapter of the
Christian Coalition to meet at the church
each month, as itwould similar groups,
and any candidate who comes to services
at the church around election time is
simply introduced, he said. “For the gov-
ernment to say I can’t do that, Iwould
fight that pretty vigorously,” Corts said.

Churches have a tradition of giving

information to members and exposing
them to candidates’ positions on issues,
he said, and the government needs to
keep its hands offthat type ofactivity.

“Ithink that any time that the govern-
ment seeks to restrict churches’ activi-
ties, that’s a dangerous thing, because I
believe in a separation of church and
state,” he said.

The Rev. Serenus Chum, the pastor of
Mount Zion Baptist Church in Winston-
Salem, said that religious leaders can
and should—discuss certain issues with
their congregations.

“Thetruthofthe matter is that politics
never can really and truly be divorced
from religion," he said, and religious
groups must deal with the ethical and
moral dilemmas of this world.

Because he has been preaching to the
congregation at Mount Zion for 12 years,
Chum said, his members probably have
a good idea ofwhere he stands on certain
issues—and probably which candidates
he would support even though he
cannot endorse a candidate on behalf of
his church. “Idon’t think you have to be
so overt about it,” he said.

Russia edges U.S. in
foreign arms sales race

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON—For the first time

since the breakup of the Soviet Union,
Russia regained its lead over the United
States last year in arms sales to the devel-
oping world, according to a congressional
report.

In 1995, Russia agreed to sell about $6
billion worth of weapons, up from $3.7
billion the previous year, the Congres-
sional Research Service reported. The
last time itreached that levelwas in1990,
before the Soviet Union collapsed.

New U.S. accords for arms transfers
last year dropped to $3,789 billion from
s6.2lßbillionin 1994. This excludes com-
mercial sales not in the officialU.S. gov-
ernment program.

France, the number-one supplier in
1994, also experienced a drop in new
contracts, to $2.4 billion from $8.3 bil-
lion. Britain was a distant fourth with
SSOO million worth of new agreements.

Not all accords are carried out. The
United States was still far ahead in actual

deliveries of arms last year 59,537
billion worth to Russia’s $2.4 billion
because of the spate of new orders that
followed the GulfWar. New orders often
take several years to fill.

In addition, there were $1.2 billion
worth of U.S. commercial deliveries in
the fiscal year that ended in October
1995.

The report, writtenby defense special-
ist Richard Grimmett, was made avail-
able this week. Itcovers arms to be trans-
ferred to all nations except the United
States, Russia, Canada, Japan, Austra-
lia, New Zealand and European coun-
tries.

“Withoptions for arms exporters lim-
ited in a declining international market-
place, competition for available foreign
deals has intensified greatly,” the report
said.

“There is a continuing likelihood that
there willbe a concentration of conven-
tional arms sales to a limited number of
developing countries,” itpredicted.

Yeltsin aids: boss’s handshake still
firm, no heart surgery in the works

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MOSCOW Boris Yeltsin’s spokes-

man condemned the latest report that the
president is seriously ill, insisting Mon-
day that Yeltsin worked long days even
though he was undergoing daily medical
tests at home outside Moscow.

Yeltsin’s handshake, according to
Kremlin spokesman Sergei
Yastrzhembsky, is “firmand hard,” and
there is no truth to a U.S. magazine
report that the president is so illhe needs
heart surgery abroad.

Time magazine reported Sunday that
the Kremlin was considering sending
Yeltsin to a Swiss clinic for double-by-
pass surgery.

The magazine said it had obtained a

Kremlin medical advisory detailing the
seriousness of Yeltsin’s condition. The
Kremlin denied the existence of such a
report.

Yeltsin’s health has been a serious
concern for months, especially during
the runoff before his July re-election,
when he disappeared from public view
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Asked about Yeltsin’s heart condi-
tion, Yastrzhembsky said he had nothing
to report, but he met Yeltsin last week
and “Ican confirm that his handshake is
firm and hard.”

He did promise to release an official
communique on Yeltsin’s health after
the current round of medical checkups.

However, he added that “every indi-
vidual has the right to demand that the
doctors show a certain degree of discre-
tion.”

Yeltsin was hospitalized for long
stretches last year with two bouts of seri-
ous heart trouble.

Since his re-election last month, he
has made several televised appearances,
looking frail and sometimes speaking with
difficulty.

At his inauguration August 9, he
looked weary and slurred his words.

Aides have said that the president was
simply worn out by his grueling re-elec-
tion campaign.

Fabled Soccer Traders

We have the best part time jobs in this area! We recognize that there is more
to life than work and we believe work should be fun. We know your studies
come first and can usually accommodate your school and social schedule.

Come see for yourself ifyou are interested in the following:

Customer Service
Representatives

We need friendly people with pleasant speaking voices who recognize the value of
providing excellent customer service 100% ofthe time. Position involves entering

orders into system while speaking with customer over phone so familiarity with
keyboard is needed. Preference will be given to candidates interested in working

through the Christmas season. Bilingual (Spanish) skills would be a plus!
Knowledge of soccer and/or lacrosse would be helpful.

These are the best part time positions in the area because:
• Every effort is made to match your schedule request on a weekly
basis, i.e. you pretty much set your own work schedule.

• Our environment is employee friendly
• Casual dress is the rule of thumb-shorts, jeans, sneakers, sweats are OK with us
• Each person is treated with respect and appreciated forhis/her contributions

Selected candidates will need to attend a week long training class, 4 hours a day. Training
classes are scheduled for the weeks ofAugust 26th and September 2nd. For the week of
August 26th training, which is progressive, willbe held beginning late afternoon,
definitely no later than 6:oopm, Monday through Thursday and on Friday at a time
most convenient foryou. For the week ofSeptember 2nd, training willbe held Sunday
afternoon. After completing the week oftraining, the schedule request process begins
offering each employee flexibility in work schedules. Due to forecasted volume, there will
be periods where available hours are greater than at other times.

INTERESTED CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TOAPPLYNOWTO ENSURE
CONSIDERATION-TRAINING CLASSES HAVE FILLED UP QUICKLYINTHE PAST.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES:

We’re easy to get to:
From Chapel Hill- take Airport Road (Hwy 86 North.) Cross over 1-85 and at stop sign make left onto
Hwy 70-A East. We re the second building on the left 431 Hwy 70-A East (tan/yellow warehouse). Take
grave! driveway all the way around the building and come in Visitors entrance.
From Durham - take 85 South and get offon exit 165. Make right onto Hwy 86 North. Atstop sign
make left onto Hwy 70-A East. We’re the second building on the left 431 Hwy 70-A East (tan/yellow
warehouse). Take gravel driveway all the way around the building and come in Visitors entrance.

Applications are accepted Monday through Friday 9-4. Ifyou’re unable to come visit us, you can mail
your resume to Eurosport, 431 US Hwy 70-A East, Hillsborough, NC 27278 or fax it at 644-6808. EOE

Tuesday August 27,1996
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Kevin Chan-A-Shing

For Being an Andersen Consulting
MinorityScholarship Winner

Rising Juniors and Seniors interested in applying
for an Andersen Consulting Minority Scholarship can obtain information

and an application from University Career Services after September 15, 1996.
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