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BY GRAHAM BRINK
SENIOR WRITER

Pets, some people say, often mirror their own-
ers’ traits.

So the proliferation of dogs named O.J. and
the popularity of the

name Killer suggest | County's oldest
a rather demented | cat almost 26
culture. See page 4

But often it’s bet-
ter to draw your own conclusions.

With that in mind, The Daily Tar Heel pre-
sents a censuslike examination of the 13,809
dogs and a few of their feline rivals licensed with
Orange County Animal Control in 1996.

The Labrador retriever ranks as the most pop-
ular breed in the county, which comes as no sur-
prise to Ken Redman, a veterinarian at Vine
Veterinary Hospital on Franklin Street.

“Labs are congenial and have great personal-

The truth about
cats & dogs

hill,” Redman said. “We see a lot more early
deaths, testy dispositions and cancers. We saw it
in cockers and shepherds, and we'll probably see
itin labs.”

Redman’s advice: Go to the animal shelter
and pick a mutt.

“Good genes and very little inbreeding at the
pound,” he said.

Playing the name game

Orange County residents name their dogs
everything from the bland (Joe), to the heaven-
ly (Angel), to the obvious (Dawg).

The most common dog name is Max, with
133 cases.

Maxs take many forms, from pointers, to
spaniels, to lhasa apsos and, while predomi-
nantly male, come in both sexes.

Following Max in order of popularity sit
Maggie, Lady, Bear, Molly, Ginger, Sandy, Sam,
Brandy, Lucy and Pepper.

The Thurber family of
Chapel Hill not only owns
a dog named Max, but a
cat named Tiger, the most
popular name for the coun-
ty’s feline faction.

“I guess we're just a
totally noninventive family
when it comes to names,”
Arthur Thurber said.

Thurber guaranteed that
his children were not
named  Jennifer and
Michael, the most common
kids’ names in the nation.

The Thurbers’ Max weighs in at a scanty 14
pounds, but that hasn't stopped him from getting
into mischief.

“He thinks he’s a killer despite his size,”
Thurber said. “He once dragged in a squurel
tail. But I couldn'’t tell whether it was attached to

ities for a big dog,”
Redman said.

And Max was his name-o

a squirrel when he picked it up.”

DTH/MICHAEL KANAREK

Chapel Hill resident Arthur Thurber holds Max, the family dog.
Max is the most popular dog name in Orange County.

he was a squirrel and would fly from tree to
tree,” she said. “A little like Michael Jordan, I
guess.

“Maybe Scott, with his choice of names,
willed it on him.”

The county hosts several obvious combina-
tions as well. Two boxers named Rocky and
three collies named Lassie struggle for unique

Aldermen:
transit plan
too costly

B Town leaders said the
proposed plan would give
UNC an unfair advantage.

BY SHARIF DURHAMS
SENIOR WRITER

Carrboro Board of Aldermen mem-
bers said a plan to divide transportation
costs between the town, Chapel Hill and
the University charges Carrboro too
much.

Aldermen told Executive Vice
Chancellor Elson Floyd the tentative
agreement, approved by Chapel Hill in
December and that the University is
prepared to sign, puts too much of the
transportation costs onto Carrboro.

“The value of the bus system to the
town is great, but the value of the bus
system to the University is greater,”
Alderman Diana McDuffee said.

Officials last changed the agreement
that manages the bus system with
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Popularity, unfor-
tunately, often leads
to line breeding — a
form of inbreeding
that uses distant rel-

Sandy

Sam

Brandy

three older sisters dominating the
moniker department, Scott Tucker never
had the opportunity to name any.
When his time finally came, Scott, a
rabid Michael Jordan fan, knew exactly

The showdown
The county also hosts 67 sweet smelling
Daisies, 45 tricksters named Bandit, 33 smart
alecks named Sassy, 18 Gizmos, 15 Troubles,

Airport and the town's desire to place
an occupancy tax on the University has
made transportation negotiations more
difficult.

“The town-gown relations between
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we see the breed

start to go down-

possesses some Jordan-esque qualities.

SOURCE:ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL

SWEET TOOTH?

DDTH/JOHN IKEDA

Karen Hutchins (right) and Brenda Klark from Eckerd Drugs serve ice
cream sundaes to students at the School of Pharmacy to celebrate
National Chocolate Week. Chocolate, used in the pharmaceutical industry,

DTH/ELYSE ALLEY

“When he was young, 3-peat thought

Trustees delay renewal
of lease for office space

BY KAREN JOYCE offices), the elevators would be off,”
STAFF WRI BOT Secretary Anne Cates said.
b “We had to walk up stairs, and they
Keeping the safety of students and  were really very scary at night.”

faculty in mind, the Board of Trustees
Finance and Business Committee

Cates said her concern was for the
safety of the students and faculty work-

See DOGS, Pace 4

in negotiating the proposal. Town staff
helped create the proposal and recom-

See ALDERMEN, Pace 4

addiction and injury claims with Liggett Tobacco Co. The settiement awards 25

delayed renewing the lease of Franklin ing in the building.
Street office space. “Ijust want (the students and faculty)
The committee cited the need for var-  to have a better place to work,” Cates
ious improvements in the 14,739 square  said.
foot office space in the NationsBank The lease, which costs the University
Plaza on Franklin Street. $14.60 per square foot, is scheduled to GODWIN
The space, which houses the School ~ expire June 30. kg s
of Public Health’s Collaborative Studies Property officer Mike Beery said he O fﬁ
Coordinating Center, is located in suites  believed the problem would be resolved t t
T T s cials maintain suppor
One of ﬂ}e committee’s concerns was “I think we will work out a solution,”
the safety of the building for the faculty  Beery said. f N C t b d
and students. “I'm optimistic because we do lease a Or 0 ac c O m us ry
“We would go (to the plaza) at night,
+ and I guess because of break-ins (in the See NATIONSBANK, PAGE 4 : :
BY JONATHAN COX sion would further affect the industry.
ASSISTANT STATE & NATIONAL EDITOR “The overall trend has been tough on

50 additional tickets available

N.C. officials will continue to protect
the tobacco industry after the Durham-

the tobacco farmer,” Martin said.
“Liggett is a very small part of the
tobacco situation in North Carolina.”

STAFF REPORT tournament semifinal at 5:42 p.m. on | based tobacco manufacturer Liggett But, this “small part” affected stock

Fifty more University students will ~ Saturday. Group Inc., settled a lawsuit with 22 trading after the announcement. Phillip

now have an opportunity to cheer on the Originally, the NCAA had allotted | states last week. Morris fell by 6 percent and R.J.

men's basketball team this weekend in 350 student ticket vouchers to the “North Carolina’s position on tobac-  Reynolds fell by 2 percent while Liggett
Indianapolis. University, 30 of which were given to | co stands,” said Kim Brooks, spokes- gained 12 percent.

The University received 50 addition- members of the pep band. woman for Gov. Jim Hunt. “Tobacco is According to the settlement, the com-

al ticket vouchers Tuesday for the
NCAA Final Four games.

The vouchers will be available to stu-
dents on a first-come, first-serve basis at
the Smith Center Ticket Office begin-

The first 320 vouchers went on sale
Tuesday morning to students who had
been camping out since Monday.

The vouchers for the Final Four tick-
ets cost $100, and students will

a very important crop in North
Carolina. It supports thousands of fam-
ilies in the state.”

Aaron Martin, executive director of
farm services in Johnston County, said

pany will place labels on cigarette pack-
ages warning buyers that smoking can
cause cancer and that nicotine is addic-
tive. The company also agreed to work
with states suing other tobacco manu-
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It is better to deserve honors and not have them than to have them and not deserve them.
Mark Twain
: A ¥




