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Panel sparks
heated debate

with students

B More than 200 students
attended the forum about
affirmative action policies.

BY MARISSA DOWNS
STAFF WRITER

A panel of six speakers attempted to
rationalize the pros and cons of affir-
mative action Monday night as what
began as a structured discussion often
faded into heated debate.

The audience of roughly 200 stu-
dents participated actively in the debate,
voicing their agreement openly.

Panel member John Hood, president
of the John Locke Foundation, called
affirmative action among “the most
debated issues.”

Hood and fellow opponents of affir-
mative action, claiming it promoted
gender and racial inequality, centered
their message around the ideology that
“two wrongs don’t make a right.”

“The costs (of affirmative action) are
incontrovertible,” said panel member
Roger Clegg, general counsel of the
Center for Equal Opportunity.

“The first is you give up the right of
nondiscrimination.”

While those panel members opposed
to affirmative action generally agreed
racial discrimination was still evident in
society, they did not feel that affirmative
action was the means to eradicate it.

“The question tonight is whether
more discrimination is the way to cor-
rect those problems, and the answer is
no,” Clegg said.

But Rene Redwood, executive direc-
tor of America for a Fair Chance,
warned against opponents of affirma-
tive action who were “couched in the

Consultants to scrutinize advising this week

BY MARISSA DOWNS
STAFF WRITER

After months of delay, outside con-
sultants are scheduled to start a review
of the University’s advising program
Thursday.

Lacey Hawthorne, Advising Steering
Team member, said the review, first pro-
posed last summer, was a big step
toward advising reform.

“By looking outside, it really shows
that the University is willing to invest
money to make advising reform a reali-

ty,” Hawthorne said.

The review is needed despite years of
internal reviews of the advising pro-
gram, she said. “Twenty years of using
internal sources and we've seen very lit-
tle change.”

The review team will consist of Neil
Richardson of the University of
Wisconsin, Brangwyn Foote of the
University of Colorado and Wendy
Whittemore of the University of
Maryland.

Hawthorne said the consultants were
chosen from among “peer institutions”

as well as the institutions with the best
advising :

“We looked to institutions similar to
ours in size,” Hawthorne said.

“We wanted a diverse team and a
range of individuals.”

The steering committee met Monday
to discuss the itinerary of the consul-
tants’ three-day visit to the University.

While much of consultants’ time will
be reserved for individual meetings with
faculty, an open forum on Friday from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. in Union 205 will allow
students to give input.

Hawthorne said she was excited
about the level of student interest with
advising system reform.

“It’s receiving more support than it
ever has,” Hawthorne said.

But Bobbi Owen, dean of advising for
the College of Arts and Sciences, said
the forum was not designed to be mere-
ly complaint sessions.

“The facilitators will prevent the
forums from turning into gripe sessions
and keep them constructive,” she said.

Some steering committee members
worried that the consultants might find

dy the situation.

food was too expensive.

must be delusional.”

The newly renovated Lenoir Dining Hall
is set to open in the fall, and many students
and candidates are anxious to end the incon-
venience of the current dining hall set up.

Many students are concerned about food
prices. Mitchell Gore, a junior from
Clemmons, said the dining services were bad
last year, and they are even worse this year.
Gore said the selection was terrible and the

When told that some student body presi-
dent candidates and CDS officials said stu-
dent satisfaction was high, Gore said, “They

the purpose of the review rather vague.

“Are we trying to fine-tune, or do (the
consultants) know we are open to radi-
cal change?” said Mandy Greene, steer-

But Susan Kitchen, vice chancellor of
student affairs, said the steering com-
mittee should not specify the types of
recommendations expected.

“As a reviewer, you come to campus
with a set of questions you'd like to
answer,” Kitchen said. “We don't want
to be too prescriptive about what we
want in the report.”

B Although many are excited about a new Lenoir
Dining Hall, dining services still raise concerns.

BY ANDREW MEEHAN
STAFF WRITER
After more than a semester of temporary food services, students and can-

didates alike have spoken out about problems — including prices and con-
struction safety — as well as ways to reme-

tiections ‘98

The Daily Tar Heel sur-
veyed 305 students to find
out which issues they consid-
ered the most important in
the upcoming student elec-
tions. This week the DTH pre-
sents the following issues:

Neville and Charlie Roederer, both stu-
dent body president candidates, differed on
how to solve the problem of food prices.

Roederer said the real power of the stu-
dent body president with the CDS is the
strong advocacy of student concerns.

“CDS has a monopoly on (campus) food
services. Free market can't reign,” he said.

language of civil rights.”

“If we are to ensure America's a
democracy, we must be active in elimi-
nating the barriers that keep some peo-
ple shut out,” Redwood said.

However, panel member Scott
Rubush, chairman of Common Sense,
a conservative group dedicated to bring-

ing speakers onto campus, disagreed.
He said affirmative action did not
directly address the disparities between
whites and minorities.

“Affirmative action fails to address
the real issues in our society,” he said.

But Karen Narasaki, executive direc-
tor of the National Asian Pacific
American Legal Consortium, said affir-
mative action was a problem that affect-
ed women as well as minorities.

Narasaki, pointing to UNC demo-
graphics as support, said men, most of
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Many students have been satisfied with the Carolina Dining Service's performance in the absence of Lenoir Dining

Hall. They have also been disenchanted with the construction and high prices of food.

Neville said prices were ruled by supply and demand. She said students
would start eating on Franklin Street if prices got too high.
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UNC puts 360° negotiations on hold after staffers complain
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that it was not a matter of race, but of
doing the best job you can.”

Fox said he had seen many advance-
ments in the lives of blacks since his
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