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New administration takes official oath

BY LAURA STOEHR
STAFF WRITER

The soft, sentimental music of St. Elmo’s Fire paved the
way for a night of thank-yous as the torch was passed from
one student body administration to the next Tuesday night in
the Great Hall. -

But the choked voices of invited students and fellow offi-
cers quickly changed to cheers as the crowd lept to its feet
when Student Body President Reyna Walters stood to take her
oath Walters and her executive branch officers were sworn in
to replace outgoing Student Body President Mo Nathan.

“It’s a day of excitement, most definitely one of the few
days I've been able to get my family and friends together,”
Walters said. “I'm taking on a whole lot of ity.”

_ Walters, UNC's first black female student body president,
said her election this year was not a coinciderice.

" She cited the University’s celebration of its 100th anniver-
sary of women on campus this year, the Black Student
Movement’s celebration of its 30th anni and UNC sys-
tem’s decision to hire Molly Broad as its president as indica-
tions of a changing campus.

Walters said preparing for lobbying the N.C. General
Assembly would be her first goal as student body president.

She said she would like to continue Nathan's efforts to
lobby the state legislature about giving students one year’s
notice before passing tuition hikes.

“I have big shoes to fill, most definitely,” she said. “I admire
him so much.”

During his speech, Nathan described his administration as
one that took down walls between students and faculty,
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Reyna Walters gets a congratulatory hug from a friend following her swearing into office Tuesday evening.
Walters and other student officers were inaugurated during the ceremony.

Mo Nathan speaks with Reyna Walters in the Great Hall
of the Student Union after her inauguration Tuesday.

Student leaders look
to use old SRC funds

for new renovations

B The University still has $450,000 left
over from building the Student Recreation
Center, which was completed in 1993.

BY BETH HATCHER
STAFF WRITER

Students might not have to reach as deeply into their pock-
ets as first expected to help finance the Student Union reno-
vation.

Student Body Treasurer Marc McCollum made a formal
request Monday for the University to use leftover funds to
help finance the Union’s renovation.

The funds are left over from the construction of the Student
Recreation Center, which opened in 1993. The funds add up
to $450,000, said University Treasurer Wayne Jones.

“We very seldom see extra money lay-
ing around, so when we do, we jump,”
McCollum said.

McCollum said the $13 million Union
renovation, slated to begin Fall 1999,
required an increase in student fees.

“This extra money will help offset the
increase a little.”

The University gained the extra
money through interest made on invest-
ed funds.

He said he supported student govern- Outgoing Student
ment’s proposal that the money be used  Body Treasurer
for the Union renovation. MARC MCCOLLUM

Although he had no exact figures yet, requested Monday to
Jones said funds used for the renovation  yse leftover SRC
would only reduce the increase in stu- money for the Student
dent fees by a few dollars. Union renovation.

“This won't cut the fees in half, but it
will reduce them.”

He said he still thought the funds would help.

“I've had the idea in the back of my mind for a couple of
years,” Jones said.

Two years ago the Board of Governors passed a bill that
would allow the University to use the leftover SRC money
towards any project being built for students, Jones said.

McCollum said the Union renovation required the money
because it was such a big project and its completion would
benefit all students.

Union Director Don Luse said he and his staff had been
looking for extra funds to help reduce the student fees required
since the initial stages of the renovation project.

He said he was very excited about the possible use of the
SRC money.

“We are looking for anything that helps reduce the project-
ed fees for students,” Luse said.

Jones said he would make a formal proposal to use the SRC
funds for the Union renovation to the Board of Directors.

Luse said any reduction was good, and he and his staff
would continue to try to raise money so that students would
not have to pay a big increase in fees.
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