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‘Pack’s Hot Shooting Burns UNC

By EVAN MARKFIELD
Assistant Sports Editor

RALEIGH — Winning a basketball
game isa lot easier when you can’t miss.
That much became apparent when
N.C. State’s women’s basketball team
turned a half-

time tie into

Women’s
Basketball

an 8770 dom-

ination OfF JUNC -
sixth-ranked | N.C.State . ...87
North

Carolina in front of 7,741 fans at
Reynolds Coliseum.

The Wolfpack (8-5, 22 in the ACC)
shot better than 70 percent on its sec-
ond-half field goal attempts and ran
away from a Tar Heel team whose

offense spent the
game searching
for a groove it
would never find.

The N.C, State
offense, on the
other hand, had a
gameplan — and it
most  certainly
revolved around
6-foot-6  center

UNC guard/forward
Surer Exb. " Chanel Wright
slight adjustment teg,e: |2°ardﬂ:;m
at halftime to get 14 points in
the ball to  Thyrsday's loss.
Summer more,

and they did that,” N.C. State coach Kay
Yow said.

Erb spent the first half frustrated by
poor shooting and strong defense from
North Carolina (17-2, 4-1). The junior
was limited to nine points in the half -
she averages almost 23 per game — on 3-
of-8 shooting from the floor.

Early in the second half, the UNC
defense continued to harass the
Wolfpack center. As a pass headed
toward Erb in the low post, three Tar
Heel defenders swooped down on her
and forced a jump ball.

On State’s ensuing inbound UNC
center Yanick Clay swatted away a pass
intended for Erb and repeated that per-
formance seconds later as the Wolfpack
tried to pound it down low once more.

But eventually, the much larger Erb
would have her way.
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Clay fouled out with 12:44 remaining
in the game, taking a valuable body out
of the middle for the Tar Heels.

Erb finished with 24 points to lead a
balanced scoring attack that she made
possible by kicking the ball back out to
Wolfpack players on the perimeter
when double-teams descended on her
in the post.

And while State couldn’t seem to
miss, the Tar Heels offense, which has
used a run-and-gun style in averaging
86.9 points per game, was gridlocked by
a variety of defensive schemes Yow pre-
sented.

The Tar Heels managed to get open
looks throughout the game but couldn’t
find their touch, shooting 40 percent
from the field.

“We probably should have worked it
for a little better shots,” UNC coach
Sylvia Hatchell said. “It’s hard not to
take it when you're open.”

Having Erb patrolling the paint did-
n’t help UNC either. The Tar Heels had
minimal inside presence against the
Wolfpack powerhouse, which resulted
in an inability to find their way to the
charity stripe.

North Carolina was 6 of 11 from the
line, with all of those shots coming in
the second half.

Hatchell said, “It’s hard to believe
the No. 6 team in the country goes an
entire half without a foul shot.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu.
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North Carolina forward Jackie Higgins pulls down a rebound against
N.C. State in UNC's 87-70 road loss Thursday night.
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