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Chapel Hill Landmarks Provide Haunted Histories

By ELIZABETH SCHATZ
Staff Writer

Decades of dead-end leads have left
two of Chapel Hill's most tragic murders
unsolved, dark evidence of ghosts that
have yet to be vanquished in this college
town

Suellen Evans, a UNC-Greensboro
student taking summer classes at UNC
Chapel Hill, was stabbed to death on
July 29, 1965, in Coker Arboretum
Fourteen years earlier, Rachel Crook
was found beaten to death on a deserted
road about four miles from campus on
Aug. 30, 1951. Neither of their killers
have ever been found

Police have tried to unravel the pall
that covers these two cases. Hundreds of
leads turned up empty, and the deaths
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Evans collapsed and died as a
groundskeeper saw a man running from
the Arboretum.

None of the 100-plus suspects were
charged, and no trial resulted from
Evans’ murder. Glimpses of Crook’s
killer led to fruitless chases as well.

Crook’s Corner restaurant today
stands as an altered reconstruction of
Rachel Crook’s fish market, launderette
and remnant shop in one.
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Halloween Experience
Shows What to Expect

By COURTNEY JONES

Staff Writer

Clear skies and crisp weather wel
comed a record-breaking number of
( (I\Il””k'(i PEU(\ Sﬂ(‘l‘\ dl‘d \PI'L tators to
Franklin Street on Saturday night to cel
ebrate one of Chapel Hill's most festive
events of the year
Vearly 70,000 people flooded
Franklin Street on Oct. 31, 1998, accord
ing to Chapel Hill police, far surpassing
1997s crowd of 17,000

Police closed the downtown area of
Franklin Street at 9:20 p.m. and later
blocked off the stretch from Raleigh
Street to Mallette Street to accommo-
date the crowd.

Though many merchants closed to
escape possible damage from the flock
of partyers, some restaurants braved the
masses and remained open.

“It was insane,” said Kevin Fischer, a
Caribou Coffee Co. employee. “We still
had a line out into the street when we
closed at midnight.”

Vendors were pleased with business
generated by those who sought refuge
from the congested street and sidewalks.

Steve Ballard, owner of Smoothie
King, said he wanted to be open on
Halloween to expose his business to the
public. The shop opened last Saturday.

“A lot of people gave us positive feed-
back on our coffee and smoothies,”
Ballard said. “We were non-stop from 10
p-m. to 2 a.m. and it was packed.”

Hector’s employee Ismael Portillo

said the door had to be guarded to keep
(00 many pi'llp[( from l'l“(’”ng [h(‘ tny
restaurant. “People were still trying to
come in when we closed at 4:30 a.m.,”
Portillo said. “Halloween is the busiest
night of the year.”

Silent Sam’s manager Steve Hunt
said he also had to designate an employ-
ee to regulate customers. “We had so
many people we violated the fire code.”

Along with the increase in business
came more problems

Many restaurants took action to com
bat non-customers who lined up to use
the bathrooms. “We began charging $1
to use the bathroom at 9:30 or 10,”
Fischer said. “If we were going to have
to clean up after them we wanted some-
thing in return.”

Ballard said he didn’t want people
using the facilities without first purchas-
ing an item. “We made people show a
receipt to use the bathroom.”

Leigh Anne Thomasson, a hostess at
Ham’s Restaurant, worked until 5 a.m.
cleaning up after customers. “Several
people got sick. I didn’t really notice it
until we started cleaning up and it was
underneath the tables.”

University Police reports state an
N.C. State University student who had
too much to drink was taken to UNC
Hospitals after police found him asleep
in Morrison Residence Hall |

Celebration lasted until early Sunday
morning, but crowds dispersed enough
by 4 a.m. for streets to be reopened. |

Original story ran Nov. 2, 1998. |

But the jury, one that excluded any
members from Chapel Hill, found him
not guilty of Crook’s death, and Lee
went free.

Until they are solved, both cases will
remain open, said Chapel Hill police
spokeswoman Jane Cousins Today,
police are still familiar with these crimes,
and Cousins said that last year a News &
Observer article about Evans’ murder
had phones ringing about the long dor

mant case.

“We worked on (the Evans case) not
too long ago. We got new leads on it,”
Cousins said.

But nothing turned up.

Gene Hamer, the owner of Crook’s
Corner restaurant, is reminded of Crook
in a photo he has of her standing by her
original “Crook’s Corner.”

After being a barbecue restaurant, a
pool hall and a taxi stand, Crook’s old

chicken house has found a permanent
facade

Hamer opened the restaurant in
1982, and said all that remains of Crook
were the boundaries of her residence
and a horseshoe Hamer owns

Crook is now buried in a corner of
Old Chapel Hill Cemetery and Evans in
her hometown in Mooresville

The murders of 1951 and
remain unsolved and unforgotten
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+Ehexe's no better place to find
the stores you want,
4nd the services you need,
to make life a little easier.
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