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Journalists to Align
With Broadcasters
The New York Times ami
ABC News say they will
complement each other's
technological resources.

Associated Press

NEW YORK -ABC News and The
New York Times are the latest media
heavyweights to announce a news
alliance, saying Thursday they will col-
laborate on a daily political Webcast and
share other resources.

Journalists from the New York Times
will now appear on ABC News broad-
casts and help the network produce sto-

ries.
The stories produced will primarily

be on technology and health for “20/20”
and "Good Morning America.”

The agreement comes two months
after a similar deal announced by NBC
and The Washington Post.

ABC, CBS and Fox last month also
said the\ would begin an effort to share
video footage of some domestic news

stories.
The centerpiece of Thursday’s deal is

a 15-minute Webcast, “Political Points.”
The broadcast will appear at 1:30

p.m. EST Monday through Friday on

both ABCNews.com and
NYTimes.com.

It will debut Monday to coincide with
the lowa presidential caucuses.

Michael Oreskes, Washington bureau
chief for The New York Times, and
Mark Halperin, political director for
ABC News, will be the pioderators.
“Political Points” will include audio,
video and text material.

The Times and ABC both took pains
to say theirs was a “limited editorial
partnership” that would not infringe on

their independence.

Both ABC and the Times will be able
to veto anything they are not comfort-
able with.

“Idon’t think there is anyone who
could doubt the independence and
autonomy of The New York Times and
their editorial decisions,” said ABC
News President David Westin, “and
there shouldn’t be any doubts about the
autonomy of ABC News.”

“Idon’t think the audience will have
any problems with this.”

Both organizations said neither could
fully explore the possibilities of the
Internet alone.

ABC couldn’t match the New York
Times’ print capabilities and the news-
paper didn’t have ABC’s video skills,
they said.

“Isaw this as an editorial matter first
and a business matter second,” Westin
said.

The Webcast will work as a test case
to determine how well the two organi-
zations work together, so there can be
more cooperation in the future, Westin
said.

There was no immediate word on

whether CBS was pursuing a similar
alliance with a newspaper after the
announcements were made by NBC
and ABC.

Another media alliance, between
CNN and Time magazine, ran into trou-

ble two years ago.
Time printed material from a CNN

story alleging that nerve gas was used
against American defectors in the
Vietnam War.

CNN and Time, which are both
owned by Time Warner, later retracted
their stories.

“We’re determined to be very care-
ful,” Oreskes said.

“Iwouldn’t want to do anything on
the show that couldn’t be in The New
York Times.”
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UNC Plans Meadowmont Addition
Developers of anew sll.B
million wellness center say
the facilitywill provide
activities for all residents.

By Sabixe Hirschaier
Staff Writer

Plans for a 52,000-square-foot
Wellness Center in the Meadowmont
Development have received criticism
from some Town Council members.

The proposed sll.B million center
will offer swimming pools and aerobic
classes as well as educational health
aw areness classes.

The Town Council held a public
hearing Wednesday night to give resi-
dents a chance to voice concerns over

the proposed development.

Chapel Hill Town Council member

Jim Ward said the proposed plans did
not provide sufficient access to the cen-

ter.

“One exit to and from the center is
not sufficient, especially in emergency
situations,” he said.

Council member Pat Evans said she
agreed a second road to the center need-
ed to be included.

“The center needs to get at least two
access roads, especially considering all
the activities the Wellness Center plans
to offer,” she said.

Daniel Lehman, associate director of
planning for UNC Hospitals, said the
activities the new wellness center would
provide would atlracl residents from
throughout the community.

“The center will be available to
everybody, not just to residents of
Meadowmont,” he said. “We chose

Meadowmont
because of its cen-

tral location in the
community.
Meadowmont was

also one of the few'
developments that
still had properties
available.”

Roger Perry,
the developer of
Meadowmont,
said he was excit-
ed about the
expansion of
UNC Hospitals.

“The UNC

I
Chapel HillTown
Council member

Jim Ward
voiced concerns over
plans for a proposed

wellness center.

Wellness Center will be a wonderful
asset lo Meadowmont and to the entire
Chapel Hill community,” he said.

The issue will be taken up at another
public hearing regarding the center Feb.

14
Residents also voiced opinions at

Wednesday’s meeting concerning an

application filed by The John R.
McAdams Cos. for a special-use permit
that would authorize construction of
Providence Glen Condominiums.

Pending approval, the multi-family
development will be located on the
south side of Sterling Road and will
house 1.92 units.

Ward said a major concern over the
proposed units was that they would be
too expensive.

“People were concerned about the
lack of affordable housing in Chapel
Hill,” Ward said. “The condominium
units (would) cost between $50,000 to
$200,000.”

The City Editor can be reached
at citydesk@unc.edu.

Web Site Boosts Court Record Access
Anew online site called
123nc.com allows anyone
with an Internet connection
to obtain N.C. court records.

Bv Taena Kim
Staff Writer

Web sites that now' allow court

records to be obtained over the Internet
might help the public to avoid some of
the red tape previously associated with
acquiring the documents.

A new' Web site, www.l23nc.com,
permits anyone w ith a valid credit card
number to order N.C. court records.

Information about court proceedings,
such as pleas, rulings, conviction and
sentencing dates can be found in the
records, which are sold for a $() fee.

According lo officials at the Orange
County Court House, court records
were only available to the public at the
city courthouse for a small copying
charge, prior to the start of the Web site.

The only difference between records
from the courthouse and those from the
Web site is convenience.

Anyone from employers to journal-
ists to housewives can obtain records
over the Internet without the time
required to go to the courthouse.

Although information is more acces-

sible to a wider range of individuals
because of the new sites, many pundits
said privacy was not a concern.

“Itis not illegal to sell it (over the
Internet),” said UNC Law Professor
Laura Gasaway.

Deborah Price, staff attorney for (he

Electronic Frontier Foundation, an

Internet-policy group, said privacy was

a vital right. But Price said the site did
not threaten privacy because the records
are already available for the public.

“A lot of your personal information is
available, so it does raise privacy con-
cerns,” she said. "But these are all court
and public documents, and we want

them available.”
American CivilLiberties Union offi-

cials also were not concerned w ith the
court records of individuals, especially
criminals, being available over the
Internet.

“Webelieved in public records,” said
Deborah Ross, the N.C. ACLU’s execu-

tive legal director.
Reducing bureaucratic hassles is

helping businesses such as

www.l23nc.com to make money.
Wally Bock, a business consultant

specializing in the Internet, said compa-
nies used their ability to increase effi-

ciency as a primary selling point.
Bock said businesses like

www.l23nc.com could obtain records
much easier than the average citizen
because they were more familiar with
the process and with the red tape await-
ing them at the courthouses.

He said employers and landlords also
used the Web site to conduct back-
ground checks for serious offenses with-
out the hassle ofputting in a lot of effort.

Dealing with the hassle for their
clients will help businesses such as

www.l23nc.com become more prof-
itable in a society that is demanding a

faster-paced lifestyle, Bock said.
“Pm not aware of lots ofplaces that

do it,” Bock said.
“But there will be.”

The State & National Editor can be
reached atstntdesk@unc.edu.
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Tlie Educational Resources Group (ergteach.com)
will be interviewing in Chapel Hill in early February
for teaching positions at 550 private schools east of
the Rockies. Certification not required and no fees
to candidates. Please send resume by January 31st
or sooner to:

Attention: Chris Macßrien
Educational Resources Group

Box 526
Solebury. PA 18963
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BOND
From Page 3

which he said was under attack because
it succeeded, not because it failed.

Bond asked the audience, “Would
you rather be qualified and not have a

good job, or be unqualified and have a
good job?”

Aconcern over the general attitude
toward minorities also marked Bond's

speech. “Jim Crow may be dead, but

John Rocker is alive and well.”
Bond spoke of encouraging condi

lions for blacks as well. “Much of ihe
recent economic news is good news,” he
said. “Black poverty is down. Black
income is up. There are more blacks in
college than ever.”

Junior Katrina Jackson, a resident
adviser in Parker Residence Hall,
brought the students on her hall as pari
of a cultural diversity program. “We
need toknow why issues are important,
especially from people that were there
foT the civil tights movement

"

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu.

STARHEEL
From Page 3

ment,” she said.
To what state will she head next?

Green doesn’t even know. The impor
tant thing from now until Jan. 24, Green
said, was to focus on the approaching
lowa caucus. “The caucus is really

hard,” Green said. “It’s cold, and the
people have to come out and verbally
fight for their candidate. We want to just
focus on lowa right now.”

And focusing is about all Green is
able to do - whether she’s assigning
cars, organizing motorcades or setting
up debate sites, Green is up by (i a.m.

and not in bed until 1 a.m. or 2 a.m. “I
only thought I was busy before,” Green
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Frank McCourt - Author, "Angela’s Ashes”
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CBS TV, Dennis Cunningham • USA TODAY,Mike Clark • THE STAR-LEDGER. Stephen Witty
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r a splendid book to glow intact on screen
Angela’s Ashes’ has risen a triumphant film.”

This movie is poignant, but also has
some very funny moments. You’llfeel

a part of this courageous family.
And perhaps more importantly,

you’llfeel e\en more blessed for the
wonderful things in your own life.

One of the year s best films!'
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j the year’s most emotionally wide-ranging

film and most thoroughly satisfying.’’
- CBS T\: Dennis Cunningham
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UNION
From Page 3

great job making sure everything is in
working order,” Heinke said.

“Myconcern is that since this is being
paid for bv student fees, and every day,
in theory, we’re gelling less for our dol-
lar than we voted on.”

Completion of the new addition to
the Union buildingwilltake a vear. The
Union willremain open, but parts of the
building will close during the transition
stage, Luse said.

said. “Now 1 have no time to eat or call
my parents. One time we all had to buy

new clothes from Wal-Mart because
we’d been on the road so long that we’d
been wearing the same things for days.”

Already, Green has seen the wilder
side ofpolitics. “At one debate rally, our

people got there a lot earlier than
Core’s,” she said. “There’s a line that
you aren’t supposed to cross, but some

of the Core people jumped over and
started pushing and shoving. The police
had to calm things down.”

Despite all the hard work and unpre-
dictability of the job, Green said she
considered this to be an incredible expe-
rience. She approached the internship

Want $25,000+
for college?

The Army Reserve can help you take a big bite out of
college expenses.

How?
Ifyou qualify, the Montgomery GI Billcould provide you

with over $7,000 forcollege or approved vo/tech training.
We’ll also pay you over $lO7 a weekend to start. Training

is usually one weekend a month plus two weeks’ Annual
Training. By adding the pay forBasic Training and skill train-
ing, you’llearn over SIB,OOO during a standard enlistment.

So, ifyou could use a little financial help getting through
school-the kind that won’t interfere with school-stop by or call:

490-6671
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f ' ARMYRESERVE
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The May 1 date is still an estimate,
pending the completion of the approval
process, but Runberg said the actual real-
ization of the improved Union was not
far away.

“1 think we’re finally over the signif-
icant hurdles,” he said.

“Inthe scheme of things we’re getting
pretty close.

“We’re down to the last few steps to
get it on the street. We’re all anxious to
get the work going.”

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu.

expecting to pour coffee and ended up
working daily with Bradley’s equivalent
of George Stephanopolous, President
Bill Clinton’s former ingenue press sec-
retary and campaign director. “This is
proof to me that politicians work so
hard,” she said, “It’sexciting, and you
don’t just have to sit behind a desk.”

So, has this sparked any political
ambitions of Green’s own?

“Icame in with an interest in politics,
and I knew this would help me decide
whether or not it was for me,” Green
said. "And, yes. I love it.”

The Arts <S Entertainment Editor can
be reached at artsdesk@unc.edu.
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