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WASHINGTON - President Bill
Clinton opened an ambitious State of
the Union address Thursday night by
touting economic prosperity and social
progress, declaring that “the state of our

union is the strongest it has ever been.”
And, he says, the credit belongs to

the American people.
Before launching into his agenda for

the last year of his administration,
Clinton reflected on past accomplish-
ments ranging from a smaller federal
workforce, to the end of “Welfare as we

know it,” to a decline in crime.
“America,” Clinton said, “again has

the confidence to dream big dreams."
Then, the president turned to his call

for a “21st century American revolu-
lion,” asking for more investment in
education, including $1 billion for the
HeadStart program for low-income chil-
dren.

He also called for a “new teacher
quality initiative,” more charter schools,
more Internet connections in schools,
and a tax deduction to “make four years
of college affordable for all.”

Clinton then moved on to the theme
ol families, touting the Children’s
Health Insurance Program and asking
Congress to “follow Vice President
Gore’s suggestion to make low-income
parents eligible for the insurance that

covers their kids.”
He tout*ec * on Medicare reform,

including a plan to extend coverage to

include prescription drugs.
Clinton proposed reducing the so-

called “marriage penalty” and called for
expanding tax credits for families with
more than two children.

He also touched on equality in male-
female pay, child care initiatives and
what he called “tough new measures” to

hold absentee fathers responsible for
child support.

The president then moved on to
crime, calling on Congress to “make
America the safest big country in the
world.”

Clinton invoked the Columbine
tragedy to call again for tougher gun
laws, introducing Tom Mauser, whose
15-year-old son was killed in the shoot-

ing.
The president said that Mauser’s

“courage and wisdom” should move
Congress to make gun safety legislation
a top priority.

The president asked Congress to

open new markets “in our inner cities,
poor rural areas, and on Indian reserva-
tions.”

He proposed the creation of more
Empowerment Zones, saying, “this is
not a Democratic or a Republican issue,
it is an American issue.”

He also urged a stronger “safety net”
for family farmers, and called for closing
the “digital divide”between people with
Internet access and those without it.

Clinton then turned to American
leadership in the international commu-
nity, calling for anew consensus on
trade and for promoting trade initiatives

in Africa and in the Caribbean. *

He said America should support'
Russians “struggling for a democratic,
prosperous future,” but called the war ip
Chechnya “cruel and self-defeating.”

He also called on Congress to sup-
port bringing China into the World
Trade Organization.

He touted America’s role in the 7
Middle East peace process, thanked the
U.S. armed forces for stopping “the eth-
nic cleansing in Kosovo,” and called for l
the ratification of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,

Clinton also called on America to
help more nations fight AIDSand othery
health problems, and asked the private
sector to help,

He then touched on environmental
issues such as global warming, and tout- ¦
ed scientific advances in genetic
research and superfast computers,

He asked for as3 billion increase in
research funding, “to accelerate the
march ofdiscovery across all disciplines
of science and technology.”

Later, he spoke out against hate ,
crimes, citing recent high-profile attacks
on blacks, homosexuals and Jews.

“This is not the American way,” he
said. “We must draw’ the line.”

Clinton again presented himself as an

activist president, despite being in the
final year of his second term, facing an

election-minded Congress w hose
Republican majority impeached him a
little over a year ago.

“I think there are many who think i
(the address) this year will be short on
programatics and long on visionary”
ideas,” said White House Deputy Chief
of Staff Maria Echaveste.
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UNC vs. MARYLAND
AT CARMICHAEL AUDITORIUM IP.M.

Bring a friend and enjoy the game.
Our attendance goal is 2,500.

The first 500 people get a free lunch sack.
Ticket prices are 55 Jor adults and $3 for senior citizens and

high school students. Allchildren under the age oj 13 are admitted free
UNC students with UNC One Card and UNC faculty and staff

with Faculty/Staff Athletic Pass are admitted free.
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