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MATTHEWS
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paign that I am not a politician,” he said.
“I ant not willing to do the types of
things that are commonly associated
with politics.”

But Matthews’ particular brand of
politics, he says, are indeed different
from others who have captured the
office. “Past student body presidents
have spent too much time meeting with
administrators and not students,” he
said.

“You can't substitute anything for that
face-to-face contact.”

Reaching out to students is clearly the
primary pulse behind Matthews’ cam-

paign.
Asa senior adviser to Student Body

President Nic Heinke this year,
Matthews helped develop the adminis-
tration's door-to-door program, in
which student leaders travel through
residence halls in search of input from
students about University issues.

He affectionately calls the program
his “baby” and said he would extend
those efforts ifelected.

“This year, we are rounding the
curve. Nic has provided a transition that
l can finish off," he said.

But Matthews is looking to do more

with the office than simply run the last
leg of a race his predecessor started.

“I want to change the mentality of

student govern-
ment,” he said. “It
needs to be
exposed to differ-
ent kinds of think-
ing.

“Students must
come first.

“We should not
be so arrogant to

demand that stu-

dents come to us;
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we should go to the students.”
Matthews’ platform is packed with a

smorgasbord of ideas that he believes
will contribute to the betterment of stu-

dents' lives.
He is pushing for a campuswide cal

endar where students can stop and find
out about all University events, a refor-
mation of C-TOPS programming for
incoming freshmen and free home
Internet access to all students.

Matthews said his campaign had
broader student appeal than that of his
opponent. Erica Smiley, and believes
that higher voter turnout Tuesday will
snag him the race.

In the meantime, he has also empha-
sized the idea ofrunning a clean cam-
paign.

“Igave my staff strict rules -even at

the risk of dismissal - to not be negative.
I am not trying to tear down people in
this election. 1 am trying tobuild up my
vision.”

Matthews, a fan of both skiing and

baseball, describes himself as a straight-
forward leader who wants to improve
communication on campus - which, he
says, is the most significant problem fac-
ing the University.

In the remaining hours before what
could be a very tight Tuesday race,
Matthews said he would spend most of
his time going to door to door, to meet
students and visiting various campus
groups.

“Going to people is accessibility, not

making them come to you,” he said.
Smiley, too, has made accessibility a

buzzword this elections season, but
Matthews draws a fine line between
what he and his opponent are promis-
ing to voters.

“As far as priorities, mine are more
widely felt,” he said. “Student govern-
ment should be willing to go to bat for
students when it is in the students’ best
interests.”

Hinting at the criticism of Smiley’s
campaign that she is not focused
enough on campus life and mainstream
student issues, Matthews says, “You
can’t change the world in the student
body presidency.”

Regardless of their political differ-
ences, Matthew's said he was expecting
a close race Tuesday.

Reluctant to predict a win for his
camp, he instead focused on creating
opportunities for as many UNC stu-
dents as possible.

“The office of student body president
is the best way to get this stuff done.”

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu.

CLASS OF 2003
Because your classmate, Greg McCoy 'O3, won the Hinton
James Day basketball shooting competition, every member
of the Class of 2003 who signed the class roster at the
Hinton James Day lunch has won a coupon for a free small
scoop of Ben & Jerry's ice cream.

You may pick up your Ben & Jerry's coupon
at the George Watts Hill Alumni Center
(Stadium Drive) Feb. 21-25 between 9am

Valid photo ID required.

Next
DTH Editor

The Daily Tar Heel is seeking students to serve on the
panel that will choose the editor of the DTH for the
2000-2001 school year.

Applications for the seven at-large positions on the DTH
Editor Selection Board are available at the
DTH Office, the Carolina Union info desk kiosk.
Applicants must be available for an orientation meeting
from 5-6pm Wednesday, April 5 and from approximately
B:3oam-4pm Saturday, April 8 to conduct interviews
and make the selection.

All students may apply for at-large positions except
current DTH news staff members. Ifyou have any
questions about the process, please contact Rob
Nelson (962-4086, rnelson@email.unc.edu) or Janet
Gallagher-Cassel (962-0520, jgcassel@email.unc.edu).
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SMILEY
From Page 1

from progressive students, had their
shining moment when hundreds of stu-
dents staged an impressive rally as the
BOT ultimately passed the proposed
hike.

And far away from the signs and
chants that have defined UNC’s six-
month struggle to finalize its budgetary-
matters, Smiley has also raised eye-
brows as a member of Student
Congress.

In April, she was brought in front of
the Ethics Committee for behavior
unbecoming of a representative. The
charges were quickly dismissed.

Smiley has also been known to utilize
her political weight to push such issues
as the lifting of U.S. sanctions against
Iraq and putting a moratorium on the
death penalty.

She is also a member of the United
States Student Association, a national
higher education lobbying group that
many blast as leftist.

Such moves prompted criticism from
student politicos who claim Smiley has
too often fought for issues outside the
realm of issues directly related to cam-
pus.

The heat seems to have motivated
Smiley even more, as she now vies for
the University’s highest student office.

With extensive experience in grass-
roots organizing and strong name

recognition from the high-profile tuition
protests, Smiley says she is ready to lead
campus, to open up UNC’s political

From Page One
gates to student
issues on a state

and national level
and to give tradi-
tionally unheard
minority voices
the chance to be
heard -and
involved.

Promoting
minority issues
comprises a large Erica Smiley

portion of Smiley’s platform, and she
credits her campaign to bringing such
issues to the forefront of discussion this
election season.

“We put it out there as a talking
point,” said Smiley, explaining how her
campaign has embraced issues pertinent
to underrepresented groups such as

gays, Asians and women.

Her strong belief in the inclusion of
all campus groups in the UNC commu-

nity has also manifested itself in the peo-
ple who have become her core of pres-
idential supporters, Smiley says.

Students who don’t share her beliefs,
those who are not a part of student gov-
ernment and even conservative students
have volunteered their time for her cam-

paign, she says.
And while Smiley, who plays classic

guitar and is an avid fan of poetry, touts
such inclusiveness, she is a self-
described outsider when it comes to the
typical Suite C movers and shakers.

“Insiders know the certain chain to
go through,” she said, adding that she
was never exposed to the same oppor-
tunities as the typical student looking to
climb the student government ladder.

Smiley attributes this exclusion to her
gender and to the fact that most students
who are groomed for the presidency
work primarily in the executive, not leg-
islative, branch.

Her “outside” bid for office led many

/j*ft. \

ADiningTrariinnn InCftapcf Mill

Sinus 1948

jlßatljgkeller

UNC
SPECIAL#
TODAY

ALLyou CAN EAT
spagetti w/ salad,

bread & tea

with
¦ ¦ student ID

157 'A E. Franklin (Down Amber Alley)

COLLEGE RUSH
Get great seats at a really great price.

Purchase Upper Level $33 seats for sls
and Lower Level $44 seats for S2O.
Tickets may be purchased up to 48 hours
prior to any game at the Arena box office
based on availability. Qyj'V-V-
College ID required.

Montreal Canadiens Feb. 17 7:3OPM

Tampa Bay Lightning Feb. 19 7:3OPM

Washington Capitals Feb. 21 I*.3OPM

Florida Panthers Feb. 24 7:3OPM

Chicago Black hawks Mar. 8 7:3OPM

Boston Bruins Mar. 10 7:3OPM

Atlanta Thrashers Mar. 12 I:3OPM

Edmonton Oilers Mar. 15 7:3OPM

St. Louis Blues Mar. 22 7:OOPM

New York Islanders Mar. 26 I:3OPM

Buffalo Sabres Mar. 27 7:3OPM

Nashville Predators Mar. 29 7:3OPM

Philadelphia Flyers Apr. 2 I:3OPM

Atlanta Thrashers Apr. 9 I:3OPM

TICKETS AVAILABLETHROUGH THE BOX OFFICE
at 9l9-861-2323 or www.caneshockey.com

student leaders on campus to immedi-
ately suspect her campaign when a crit- •
ical flier blasting student government
emerged anonymously a week ago.

“We were nervous at first because we
knew people would throw that in our.
direction,” she said, adding vehement-
ly that her campaign had no role in the
creation or mysterious distribution of
the poster.

But being on the defensive is proba-
bly nothing new to Smiley.

Throughout the campaign, she has
had to fend off worries from critics that
her “radical” political ties and eccentric
appearance would damage her credibil-
ity with administrators.

While her wild hairdo and ’GOs-style
clothing certainly make her standout,
Smiley is quick to reassure assailants
that she could fitthe bill as UNC’s pres-
ident. “Iam not a typical schmoozer,”
she said. “But it doesn’t change the fact
that I’ve gotten stuff done.”

Smiley said she would “clean up her
act” if elected and would show higher
ups in the UNC bureaucracy respect
and her ability to compromise -but not

at the risk of losing her passion.
“Ican still be cordial and say power-

ful things,” she explained, adding that
she would be more likely to push hard-
er and further than “insider” student
leaders.

Whether Smiley gets that chance to
push rests in the hands of voters. She
says she is determined to overcome
some of the obstacles she has faced dur-
ing the campaign and vows to maintain
her work at UNC regardless of
Tuesday’s outcome.

“Nothing positive has ever come
without some type ofstruggle,” she said.

“Iam not going to disappear.”

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu.
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