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courage and determination, taking on
the entire system,” he said.

UNC history Professor Joel
Williamson said economic concerns
became the backbone of civil rights as
the protests of the 1960s began to fizzle
out as political goals were achieved

“Up until 1965, the struggle was very
much in the political sphere, dealing
with segregation and disenfranchise
ment,” Williamson said. “Once those
goals are achieved through legislative
victories, there is a question as to what
to do next.”

According to an online article in The
Black World Today by Manning
Marable, director of the Institute for
Research in African-American Studies
at Columbia University, the median
household income for blacks is $25,351,
only 60 percent of the average white
income of $42,439.

Howard Dodson, director of the
Schomburg Research and Cultural
Center in New York City, said the eco
nomic problems that faced the commu
nity divided blacks into several groups

“There are the problems that face
those at the bottom, primarily the relo
cation of the economic safety net repre
sented by welfare and public assistance,”
Dodson said. “As more and more people
are denied access to support, an increas
ing number of people are forced into the
homeless population.”

Dodson also discussed economic

issues which upper-class blacks had to
confront. “There has been a concern for
some years to increase black access to
capital people who want to do business
and create business have been redlined
out of banking and investment, lacking
capital to expand existing businesses.”
Black said that once blacks had
secured basic liberties, they looked to
raise their quality of life in new ways
“With new challenges come new
responsibilities, and blacks want things
that were never possible before. Now
that they can get jobs, they want to
move up the corporate ladder,” she said
A population which had historically
been silenced is now attempting to be
heard in a new arena as the economic
issues which Martin Luther King Jr
began to address have become central
Now that blacks have secured a uni
fied political voice, economic concerns
reflect the more individual struggle
“Assimilation into the labc
leads to
racism decreases, blacks tend to think
less like blacks,
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at a rate far faster than
that of the white middle class, creating a
gap that made economic unity within
the black community sible
“We still have poor blacks, but blacks
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up more rapidly than white folks,” h
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economic movement has stirred up con-
troversy among observers, many of
whom claim the movement lost power
once it moved to its current status

“The civil rights movement has been
successful in some ways, which leads to | By JAMILA VERNON
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a hemorrhage in enthusiasm because
people become satisfied,” Flynt said
“Polls indicate African-Americans are
the group most satisfied with their
because of the shift from the way things
were to the way they are now.”

On a fated December day, one mid
dle-aged black woman sparked the
onset of a major civil rights movement
by simply refusing to give up her seat to

lives
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tion against Parks and the entire black
community

I'he Revs. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Ralph Abernathy, Jo Ann Robinson,
head of the Women’s Political Council,
and E.D. Nixon, an official of the
NAACEP, all decided that it was time to
protest the city’s segregation laws

King, pastor of Dexter
Baptist Church, called meetings on De
3 and Dec. 4 to discuss the
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ing the course of the protest on January
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