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Safety Group Targets Area Schools

Local elementary students

participated in the first of a
series of seminars teaching
the essentials of fire safety.

By SABINE HIRSCHAUER
Staff Writer

" Second-graders from Mary Scroggs
Flementary School fidge sted in their
chairs Tuesday morning as they anx-
iously awaited a safety presentation
from the Chapel Hill Fire Department.
I'he newly founded Orange County
Risk Watch group kicked off a series of
satety seminars for wu)ndgrudcrs at
Scroggs and Glenwood Elementary
Schools with the fire and burn preven-
tion program
[he teaching program is part of a
nationwide injury prevention curricu
lum for children in preschool through
eighth grade
Jim Bona, a local firefighter and a
coordinator for the group, said he saw a
1eed for safety awareness within the
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools.
“We met with all elementary (school
principals and asked Mary Scroggs and
( Elementary School to
our two pilot schools for the
" he said
ters quizzed the children on
cedures and what to do in an
y After showing a safety
) and talking with the children,

prised the children and

slenwood

become

mic \\‘Wk

all of you to go home, make
plan, find two ways to get out
and tell your teacher
ibout it,” he said.

said unintentional injuries
led and disabled more children than
idnapping, and disease com

room

drugs

“The National Fire Protection
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Firefighter Mike Ward talks to second-graders about burn prevention at Mary Scroggs Elementary School
as part of the Risk Watch program, which kicked off Tuesday morning.

Association researched unintentional
injuries as the number one health risk
for any school-age children today,” he
said

T'his year the g

similar events addr
including
salety,

presentat

cle poisoning and fire injury
prevention

“The motor vehicle safety as well as
the firearm injury p
will be taught by the
ment,”

other local

Bona said. “But 1

outside agencies to teacl

Senator Warns Stu

BY BROOKE ROSEMAN

Staff Writer

A state senator who was the guest
speaker at Students Against Destructive
Decisions panel Tuesday night urged
students not to let their
underage friends drink.

Roy Cooper, D-Nash, majority leader
of the N.C. Senate, was among a panel
f experts who addressed a group of
ibout 50 students and members of the
community

“I know and you know that any one
f you, no matter how old, can buy alco
hol in this town or this state,” Cooper
said. “We’ve got to take personal respon
sibility as a community.”

Other panelists at the event included
University Police Maj. Jeff McCracken,
Chapel Hill police Maj. Gregg Jarvies,
N.C. Highway Patrol Sgt. Phil
Wadsworth and Greg Dail, president of

University

the Triangle chapter of Mothers Against
Drunk Driving
Cooper said he was not reprimanding

alcohol use but rather v
not to use it excessively
“I am not here to cr

and of itself; I am here to criti

tolerance of the overuse of alcohc
“Excessive drinking
munities in many ways.”

said destrovs com

He said people ages 21 to 2
ed for the largest number of drunk dri
ving arrests. “In North Car
repeat offenders
to jail and lose their car and first-time
{ Cooper said

He said North Carolina was
the toughest states in the nation
offenders but that
stop there

“Being the toughest in the nation isn't
enough if it doesn’t take care of the
problem,” Cooper said. “Wi

L acc

unt

onna r

if we catch them — go
offenders can do jail time,”
one of

when
prosecuting repeat
residents should not

need to

some of these seminars.”

Bona said the group wanted the chil
dren to receive hands-on, practical pre
vention information

‘We want them to play detective in
their own house, to look for possible fire
hazards, look for electric heaters, fire
places and smoke detectors,” he said
“We want them to be aware of a danger
and how to call for help.”

Carol Hubbard, another program
coordinator, said it would be integrated

other classroom curriculum.

“The program is designed to be very

teacher-friendly and incorporates into
the classes writing assignments on issues
which have been discussed during the
lecture,” she said.

Paula McCarthy, principal of Mary
Scroggs Elementary School, said the
school was excited to be the pilot school
for the program.

“We think it is very important for
children to learn early on about home,
school and personal safety.”

The City Editor can be reached
at mydesk@unc edu

ents About Alcohol

stop those repeat offenders by putting
them in prison.”

One audience member asked the panel
whether some form of identification could
be used to help law enforcement locate
repeat drunken driving offenders.

Cooper suggested identifying offend
ers by a tag on their license plate.

“1 think this would be a great oppor
tunity to publicly scrutinize repeat
Wadsworth said.

But Jarvies said he did not necessari
“Tags may make for lazy law
enforcement officers.”

arvies said Chapel Hill police only
did six driving while intoxicated check
points a year. “We don’t want to preach
to people that they should refrain from
drinking that should be
common sense,” he said.

He also said UNC students did not

offenders,”

ly agree

and driving;

make up a large amount of those who |
were charged with a DWI last year.
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Measurement Incorporated of Durham, NC is
recruiting high school test item writers for science ~
specialties needed include: biology, chemistry,
physics, geology, environmental chemistry,
atmospheric/ocean physics and astronomy.
Contact Michael Gaffigan at 919-286-2495

or mgaffigan@measinc.com
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Value Menu
$5.99
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tax

1) 14" CHEESE PIZZA
2) 12" ONE TOPPING PIZZA & ONE SODA
3) 10" TWO TOPPING PIZZA & ONE SODA

4) 10 WINGS & ONE SODA
5) 10" POKEY STIX & FIVE WINGS

6) 10" CHEESE PIZZA & FIVE WINGS

7) 12" POKEY STIX & ONE SODA

8) 10" CHEESE PIZZA & TWO PEPPERON ROLLS

9) FIVE PEPPERONI ROLLS & ONE SODA

FAST FREE DELIVERY?!

WWW.GUMBYSPIZZA.COM -

EMAIL: GUMBYS1@AOL.COM

Ariz. to Introduce
Online Voting Sites

The Department of Justice
ruled that Internet votes

in the March 11 Democratic
Primary will be binding.

By WorTtH Civiis
AND KrisTiAN KorDULA
Staff Writers

Voters in  Arizona's upcoming
Democratic primary will be able to cast
ballots online, after a landmark U.S.
Department of Justice ruling that will
make Internet
votes legally bind

ing for the first ELECTIO s
time.
But the deci

sion is being chal
lenged by an orga
nization that e g
claims allowing NATION
online voting dis- =——=—— ==
criminates against
poor and minority voters who do not
have Web access

Cortland Copeland, the Ariz.
Democratic Party’s interim executive

| director, said the party hoped online vot-

| election

ing would bring more people into the
“In 1996, 12,800 people voted
opeland said. “This
year, we'll see a total of 75,000 people.

in our primary,” (

“(The judge) said in the strongest pos-
sible language that the voting process
would be followed very closely to
ensure fairness,” Phillips said. “We're fil-
ing a suit today to appeal the decision in
the 9th federal circuit court.”

Phillips said she was optimistic about
getting the decision overturned.

But Copeland denied that the online
voting would discriminate against those
who lacked Internet access.

“(The Ariz. Democratic Party)
worked with the Intertribal Council,
Arizona’s chapter of the (National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) and state legislators
within minority communities to ensure
that all citizens of the state will have vot-
ing access,” he said.

Copeland said the Ariz. Democratic
Party promised the justice department it
would increase polling sites in minority
areas to ensure fairness.

Christine DiBartolo, spokeswoman
for the justice department’s voting sec-
tion, said all changes in the voting
process  required the  Justice
Department’s approval.

Arizona’s Democratic Party recently
sent a letter to the Justice Department
requesting to use online voting.

While the department ruled that
Arizona could use online voting, it
reserved the right take legal action if it
found any minority groups were adverse-

We think the 3 ly impacted.

increase in voter “(The judge) said ... that Scott Falmlen,

turnout  will be 4 the N.C.
| extraordinary.” the volting process would be Democratic Party’s

| sites will vote
| March 11,

“It’s not too common that you pick

up a DWI from a checkpoint in Chapel
Hill. Most of the 500 per year do not
come from UNC students.”

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu

Arizona  resi

dents ) utilize

traditional polling
on
while
will

online voters

followed very closely
to ensure fairness.”

DEBORAH PHILLIPS
Voters Integrity Project President

executive director,
said online voting
was not too many
years away for
North Carolina.

“I think it's a

be voting at home
from March 7-10
The

online voters has some g

extended voting period for
roups, such as
the Voters Integrity Project, worried
about discrimination against citizens
who do not have Internet access

I'he Virginia-based nonprofit group
filed a discrimination lawsuit against the
Ariz. Democratic Party in January.

VIP President Deborah P hllhps said
last week that the group would appeal

the decision, based on a strong warning

from the judge that decided the case.

good idea,”
Falmlen said. “You
have to take steps and precautions to
make sure of security and access, but if
you can resolve these issues, (online vot-
ing) is probably the wave of the future.”
But for now, Arizona will set the
example for North Carolina and other
states across the nation, Copeland said.
“(Arizona) will have the eyes of the
world upon us on March 11.”

The State & National Editor can be
reached at stntdesk@unc.edu.
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