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Lower Seeds Play Major Role in UNC Win Streak
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DTHKATEMELLNIK

North Carolina freshman Trystan Meniane has played at No. 5 singles
for most of the Tar Heels' season. He clinched their win against VCU.

Mon-Fri 932-9010
11am-10pm 16114 E. Franklin St.

Bv lan Gordon
Staff Writer

(Beyond Bandido's ALLthe way thru the Rathskellar Alley)

As goes Chad Riley, so goes North
Carolina.

Well, maybe not.
But consider this: During the Tar

Heel men’s tennis team’s current nine-
match winning streak, Riley has also
reeled offnine straight.

Although the timing of the two streaks
is probably mere coincidence, Riley has
not been alone in his production from
the bottom half of the singles lineup.

Greg Archer, Trystan Meniane,
Marcio Petrone and Riley, all of whom
have seen time in the No, 4 through
No. 6 spots, are a combined 24-4 during
the past nine matches.

“It’sgreat that we can rely on those
guys at four, five and six,” No. 1 seed
Tripp Phillips said.

Riley and Cos. will look to help UNC
(12-2, 4-0 in the ACC) get its 10th straight
win this weekend, when the No. 19 Tar
Heels take on ACC foes Georgia Tech and
Clemson at Cone-Kenfield Tennis Center.

UNC’s success has been somewhat
unexpected following last season’s 11-14
finish. But despite suffering their first los-
ing season since 1986, the young Tar
Heels were able to gain valuable match
experience that Phillips said had been a

huge factor in the team’s current streak.

The return ofPhillips from a shoulder
injury also has been a key. Asa junior in
1998, he was 8-4 at No. 1 singles and fin-
ished the year ranked No. 67 in the nation.

This year, he has returned to that
form, posting an 11-3record at No. 1 sin-
gles while being ranked 47th nationally.

Phillips’ return, though, is important
for more than just his personal success.

Without him in the top spot of the rota-
tion, each member of the team would
have to play a spot higher in the lineup.

But Riley pointed out that opportune
scheduling, had also helped boost the
team’s confidence and its level of play.

“In the beginning of the season, I had
two losses, one at (Texas) A&Mand one

at Purdue,” he said. “Istarted out win-
ning because we played weaker teams.”

Indeed, Brown, Davidson and UNC-
Charlotte aren’t exactly tennis jugger-
nauts. But the Tar Heels might have real-
lystarted their streak March 14th, when
they won their fourth straight against a

tough South Carolina team.

“I think (my personal) turning point
was against South Carolina when I won

in straight sets,” said Riley, who defeat-
ed David Nelson 6-2, 6-3 in the Tar
Heels’ 4-3 triumph.

UNC followed its win in Columbia,
S.C., with two dominating wins against
Florida State and Wake Forest.

Since then, the Tar Heels have record

ed 4-3 decisions against Notre Dame,
N.C. State and Virginia Commonwealth
to run the streak to nine.

And with each win, UNC’s confi-
dence continues to grow.

“We looked back and said, ‘Wow,
we’re catching up with everybody,’”

It's All Here!"

Meniane said.
Said Riley, “Because our ranking has

gone up, we’re not doing the hunting
anymore -we’re the hunted.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu

Looking
for my "Mary"
to Marry
in Chapel Hill
Me - Bret! Favre meets Ben Stiller - SWASPM,
32 y.0., never married, 5'10", 173 lbs., tan, mid-
night brown hair & eyes, former UT-Austin
SAK li All-American Athlete, Harvard JD/MRA
independently wealthy Silicon Valley Exec.

You -more Cameron Diaz-like than

Warrenesque - 18-26 y.0., gorgeous blonde
SWF, adventuresome UNC coed/alum, healthy
sense of humor a must, personality' to spare.
Plot for sequel TBD -however "director's
license"/spontaneous flexibility a prerequisite -

whether grooving to Brian Fern' in NV in NYC

or mushing to Buck Cherry at the Art Center,

pounding brewskies at Players or sipping
world-class cabernets aloft a Napa Valley bal-

loon. This is the real deal - I'm questing for
"the one” to lead an Oscar-winning romance -

it is decidedly not a Fox TV rerun. Serious

inquires only, kindly send written response anc

photo to:

Att'n: “Mr. Right"
Mail Boxes Etc.
268 Bush Street, #5155
San Francisco, CA 94104

or email to Mrßight_oo@hotmail.com
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Wireless is Freedom ‘u WireFree
New Hope Commons (near Old Navy), Durham 549-4700

Chapel HillNorth (near Harris Teeter) Chapel Hill 960-7100
We Match Competitors' Prices • We Deliver • www.wirefreecom.com

The New Way to Buy Wireless**
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Get a Job or Internship today.
Featuring:
• Thousands of jobs and internships with companies worldwide.
• Hiring companies contacting you directly
• Online Student Visa Application for International Students
• Profiles of companies that are active college recruiters
• Daily world, employment and business news

• Tips on resumes, interviews, networking, working abroad and much more!

Visit www.campusciireerceiiter.com today!

jjVCampusCareerCenter.com
The world’s largest campus job fair

We always knew you were

if1 <f'Ktx*
i eaf.
T 4a
(Aactrui a.^

'Y*\
\

l

now everybody else does too

CONGRATULATIONS
Elizabeth Martin

on your national first place victory!

College Newspaper Business & Advertising Managers, Inc.

Ad Manager of the Year
(‘99-’00)
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