4

Friday, April 14, 2000

University & City

The Daily Tar Heel

Show Touts Women’s Athletics

By KAREY WUTKOWSKI
Staff Writer

A new documentary by WUNC-TV
highlights the strides of celebntv female
athletes, many of whom are U NC grad
uates.

The program, “Watch Me Play,” will
air at 10 p.m. May 15 and will include
interviews with World Cup champion
soccer players Mia Hamm, Carla
Overbeck and Cindy Parlow, WNBA
players Tracy Reid and Charlotte Smith
and 2000 Olympic track hopeful
Marion Jones.

Edelson said this legislation marked a
breakthrough in women’s athletics but
more progress was needed.

“There’s a notion that women ath-
letes have to be qualified,” she said.

“They’re not just athletes. We need to
remove gender expectations. But I'm
hopeful that the gap is closing.”

UNC women'’s soccer Coach Anson
Dorrance, who coached Hamm,
Overbeck and Parlow, said he had
noticed large changes in the University’s
treatment of women'’s athletics.

“Back when I was a student here in
the '70s, women didn’t compete in col

said the next step was for women’s col-
lege athletics to see if they could earn
revenue like men'’s athletics.

“The World Cup this summer proved
that people will watch women’s soccer,”
he said. “Women’s soccer is in a position
to carry its own weight.”

ACC  Assistant Commissioner
Bernadette McGlade agreed that
women’s sports had the potential to gain
more funds.

“Especially with women’s basketball,
if colleges would take a more business
approach, they could bring in more
money,” she said.

Batting Center Idea Hits Home

With the help of the town, a
local entrepreneur plans to
build a batting cage and
field most costs involved.

By Amy Dosson
Staff Writer

The clink of metal bats will be heard
soon in Chapel Hill and not just from
UNC’s Boshamer Stadium.

The Chapel Hill Town Council and
Frank Noelle, a local entrepreneur,

ball machines would be offered.

Noelle asked the town for an initial
investment in the park. He said he
would agree to uphold a given “perfor
mance standard” to pay back the town
with a percentage of his total revenue
each month.

“It will save the taxpayers thousands
and thousands of dollars,” he said. “The
town will be able to recoup all its money
and more.”

The town agreed to pay $255,157 up
front, and Noelle donated $40,000 out
of-pocket. He said the rate of return
would make the project a sound invest

and beneficial to the area’s youth.

“(Noelle) probably knows how to run
recreational facilities for kids better than
we do,” she said. “So it makes sense for
the town to work with him.”

Bill Webster of the Chapel Hill
Planning Department said the contract-
ing firm hired for the project was R & G
Construction Co., located in Charlotte

He said the final bid was $13,823
than the original bid, after contractors
cut down on expenses.

“R & G could build the batting cage
the cheapest, and they seem very effi
“So they got the job.”
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Christine E. Lee, MD



