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College Gambling Timeline
1949

Kentucky stars Ralph Beard, Alex Groza and
arnsdale admit to accepting $700
bribes to shave points in the NIT.

1951

'} Three students from City College of New York
are arrested and admit to accepting up to
$1,500 to shave points in three games. City
was favored against Missouri, Arizona and
Boston College and lost to all three schools

; The NCAA forces St. Joseph's to forfeit its
] third-place NCAA finish because three players
were allegedly involved with a gambler.
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Five Maryland athletes are susf
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1996

Thirteen members of the Boston College
football team are suspended for betting on
sports. Two/of those suspended allegedly
bet against their own team. " ;

1997

An investigation into alleged point shaving
at Fresno State starts after the team beats
the point spread in fewer than one-third of
its games during a 30-game span

A Cal-State Fullerton student, Jack Oh, is
charged with point s o1 being
1 accused of offering $1,000 to a player on

NCAA Seeks
Elimination
Of Gambling

By WiLL KiMMEY
Assistant Sports Editor

Dion Lee was in trouble. He had run up a gam-
bling debt to a student bookie and didn’t have the
money to pay it off.

So the Northwestern basketball player asked one
of the school’s sports boosters to grant him a loan.
The booster reported him, and Lee was suspend-
ed from the team for several games. During Lee’s
suspension, a man contacted him, and the two cut
a deal to shave points in future games and bring
some of his teammates into the situation as well.

The scheme was uncovered, and Lee eventually
pleaded guilty to sports bribery. He was sentenced
to one month in federal prison in 1998 for wager-
ing illegally and participating in point shaving.

But Lee’s case is not an isolated incident in the
world of collegiate athletics. According to
Businessweek, the NCAA suffered more game-fix-
ing scandals during the 1990s than in its entire prior
history. At least 47 NCAA student-athletes admitted
to gambling on games, and three others received jail
sentences for point shaving during the decade.

Looking for a way to curb the epidemic, the
NCAA teamed up with Congress. Sens. Sam
Brownback, R.-Kan., and Patrick Leahy, D.-Vt, intro-
duced abill in the U.S. Senate’s Judiciary Committee
on Feb. 1 to prohibit gambling on college athletics.

The bill, co-sponsored by Sen. John Edwards, D-
N.C., would make it illegal for Nevada casinos to
accept wagers on amateur sports, including high
school, college and Olympic games.

These legal wagers in Nevada casinos now total
$690 million each year, according to Businessweek.

“There are multiple reasons for introducing this
bill,” Edwards said at a press conference held at the
Smith Center on Feb. 8. “First and foremost, it is to
address the issue of the integrity of the college ath-
letic system in this country. Some of the purity,
unfortunately, has been lost in college athletics as a

result of gambling and the influence of'gambling on

these illegal point shaving scandals that we've seen
over the course of the last few years.”

Edwards noted that while the Nevada legislature
allows gambling on a North Carolina-Duke bas-
ketball game held in Chapel Hill, casinos could not
take bets on sporting events at the University of
Nevada-Las Vegas.

“They do not allow gambling in their own state,”
Edwards said, “which means that the legislature of
Nevada has recognized what I think we’ve recog-
nized through this proposed legislation, which is
that gambling is bad and potentially has a very neg-
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Sen. John Edwards, left, and former North Carolina basketball coach Dean Smith appeared at the Smith Center on Feb. 8 to discuss a bill
that would make it illegal for Nevada casinos to accept wagers on amateur sports. A Senate committee passed a similar bill last week.

the inappropriate pressure that it adds to the pres-
sure the college athletes already face and also
because of the perception that it creates.”

Dean Smith, the former UNC men’s basketball
coach, was at the same press conference to voice
his support of the bill.

“Gambling on college campuses is a problem,”
Smith said. “It was many years ago when I was on
campus.”

In fact, the first major college basketball gam-
bling scandal took place at Brooklyn College in the
1940s, a decade before Smith’s days as a player at
Kansas in the early *50s.

Both Smith and Edwards were careful to make
the distinction between high stakes gambling and

The bill, sponsored by Sen. John McCain, R.-Ariz.,
will now go before the full U.S. Senate. McCain
was one of the 11 lawmakers who co-sponsored the
original legislation.

There is also a great deal of backing from the
ranks of college sports. Penn State football coach
Joe Paterno accompanied Smith to Capitol Hill in
January to lobby for the legislation.

College basketball analyst Dick Vitale has also
thrown in his support to the bill.

“I'm anti-gambling,” Vitale said. “So, anything
that could be done to prevent that from taking
place, I'm all for it.

“It’s always a threat. We just had it recently at
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FBI come in before each season to talk to his play-
ers about the ill effects of gambling.

Smith instructed his players to come to him
immediately if anyone approached them about get-
ting involved in a point-shaving plot or even if peo-
ple asked them about injuries on the team. At that
point, Smith would call the FBI and let that agency
handle things. Tar Heel coach Bill Guthridge con-
tinues Smith’s practices today.

In a similar vein, the NCAA is also working dili-
gently to prevent players from becoming involved
in gambling schemes while it waits for the bill to be
sorted out in Washington.

Before the start of the men’s and women’s bas-
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friendly wagers.

“Certainly no one is here to say the governor can-
not bet something against another governor in a bowl
game,” Smith said. “Certainly if a (N.C.) State guy
next door wants to bet a Carolina guy $5 on a game
— we’re not talking about that kind of gambling.

“What we're talking about here is big-money
gambling on college sports, which I think has a
direct tie with the point-shaving scandals that we've
seen in recent years,” Edwards said.

Edwards has received a lot of support from
Congress and said that it’s not a partisan issue.
The Senate Committee on Commerce, Science

at it can
‘happen anywhere. 1 think today kids on college cam-
puses are gambling. I think coaches try like heck to do
an educational process, bring in people to talk to their
players about it, and you hope that that doesn’t hap-
pen. But unfortunately, in some situations, it does.”
Smith installed an educational program soon
after taking the job at UNC. He kept a scrapbook
full of newspaper clippings from when several
Long Island University players were arrested for
point shaving in 1951. The pictures depict students
being led away in handcuffs with tears in their eyes.
At the beginning of each season, he would show
each player the scrapbook individually and talk

it issued 20 copies of a pam
phiet titled “Don’t Bet On 1t to every Divis.g:):_l
coach in the country. The literature ins what
gambling and point shaving are and what legal
problems they can cause. Plans to save money and
use credit cards wisely are also included in the
brochure. Members of the NCAA staff also spoke
to teams, coaches and officials at this year’s Final
Four about sports wagering.

In doing so, the NCAA echoed Edwards’ senti-
ments on gambling when he said, “No school is
immune from this point-shaving problem.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
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wagering on sports. Most of the Internet casinos
that provide sports wagering, however, are hosted
in foreign countries and islands off the U.S. main-
land.

While a federal statute prohibits wagering on
sporting events through the use of the Internet,
there is a debate over how the law applies to online
bookies. The debate centers on whether jurisdiction
lies in the region where the site is hosted or in the
state in which the bet is placed. The development
of wireless Internet connections, such as cellular
and satellite access, have also clouded the issue.

Several states have preempted that debate by
prohibiting Internet gambling. Some states have
won permanent injunctions against gumbling sites,
and some site owners have been fined, sanctioned
and ordered to dissolve their companies. The over-
all impact, however, has been limited.

The NCAA is also seeking federal legislation to
ban gambling on college sports altogether.

“(Internet gambling) is certainly a relatively new
phenomenon that many people are getting their
arms around,” Jankowski said. “We have to contin-
ue to pursue legislation that outlaws it.”

Many of the online bookie sites are connected to
online casinos. Many gambling sites present users
with both options and a common account for both.
After logging in, the user must first deposit money
in the account through a credit card. While pay-
ment methods vary among sites, winnings usually
are kept in the account until the user decides to
make a withdrawal, at which point the money is
either transferred to a credit card or sent to the user
via checks.

Matt said he began gambling online in spring
1998. He started betting on sports and then began

mated that he had made about $50 to $100 since he
began gambling online. He said the most he had
won on one game was $250, while the most he had
lost was about $100.

“There are some people, I'm sure, who get
addicted to it,” Matt said. “Some people get into the
(situation) where they lose $200 this week and $200
next week. Then they think, ‘I've got to make this
back.’ And they start playing with four figures, five
figures, and they go bankrupt.

“I'm not ever spending money that I need. I've
never looked at a loss and said, ‘I need to get this
money back.’ I just look at it as I haven’t made
much money in it. When I do win, it's nice. When
I lose money, I get over it.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu.

of this bill, I hope somehow the editors can
stop putting point spreads in the paper.”
The point spread is a way of making teams
equal in athletic contests for gambling pur-
poses. Used in football and basketball pri-
marily, the spread offers a favorite and a num-
ber of points that team is expected to win by.
Gamblers can take the favored team minus
the points, or the underdog plus the points.
Bookies, or people who take illegal
wagers, need the lines to keep the bets even
for both teams. If too much money is going
toward one team, the line will shift to com-
pensate. Bookies make their money through
“juice,” usually 10 percent of each losing bet.
If the money bet on each team is equal,
the bookie is assured of making 5 percent of
the total bet or 10 percent of the lost total.

were breaking a federal law prohibiting
“advertising” and “promoting” betting “on
competitive games in which amateur or pro-
fessional athletes participate.”

Although Cooper acknowledged that the
interpretation hinged on whether or not the
lines merely provided information, he said
the paper was investigating the matter inter-
nally. While Smith and Cooper use analogies
with prostitution and drug trafficking to illus-
trate the illegal activities papers would never be
a part of, the battle shows no signs of ing.

“We put the information silnsj:.lale m
don’t concern ourselves with gambl;
issues,” Burke said. “That’s not my job.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu,




