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Tar Heels Prepare for Season
Of Change With Enthusiasm

Ronald Curry is not taking
part in football drills yet
but plans to be ready to run
the offense in September.

MIKE OGLE
Sports Editor

In an offseason full of questions,
North Carolina’s football team has one
definite answer: The 2000 squad will
have little in common with last year’s
edition.

The changes start at the top with the
coaching staff, part of which brought a
new offense with it. The on-field per-
sonnel has changed as well.

Quarterback Ronald Curry said
Tuesday at a football media day at
Kenan Stadium that he expects to be
ready to play when UNC hosts Tulsa on
Sept. 2 despite not participating in
spring practice.

“I'm playing basketball at night,” he
said. “I'm not doing anything football-
wise except lifting and some speed work
with the conditioning coach. I feel pret-
ty good, some days better than others,
but I feel like the progress is tremen-
dous.

“There was never really any doubt in
my mind that I'd be back.”

Curry said he feels 90 percent recov-

ered from his rup-
tured  Achilles,
which he suffered
at Georgia Tech
on Oct. 9. Coach
Carl Torbush is
convinced Curry
will be ready for

action soon as
well. ;
“I feel like if we
3 UNC quarterback
hafd . ba,“ gl‘:me ™ Ronald Curry
WOEWES ruptured his

would like to Achilles tendon

think that Ronald  , an overtime loss
would be ready to 3t Georgia Tech.
play,” Torbush

said. “I don’t know that, but I've seen
him around enough to feel like he
should be able to do that.”

Torbush expressed two major con-
cerns regarding Curry.

“He’s got to convince himself that he
can take a lick, which he can because
he’s a competitor,” he said.

Torbush also said he needs his junior
quarterback to be able to pick up the
new offense quickly enough to run it
effectively from the season’s beginning.

Both Torbush and new offensive
coordinator Mike O’Cain admitted that
the Tar Heel offense will basically be the
same as what O’Cain ran as the head
man at N.C. State.

“The thing we've got to find out

2000 North Carolina Football Schedule

The Tar Heels will look to improve on their 3-8 record from 1999 when they open the 2000 season at home against Tulsa on Sept. 2,

about Ronald is how he’s going to
respond to the option,” O’Cain. “He’s
never really run the option. But he has
all the skills to be able to do it.”

Running backs Daniel Davis and
Domonique Williams are still missing
from the offense due to off-the-field trou-
bles. They have been practicing with the
team, but Torbush said UNC had been
preparing as if it would be without them
in the fall.

That could spell trouble for a team that
owned the worst offense in the ACC in
1999. However, Torbush maintained that
the pair could still earn their way back
onto the team by kickoff in September.

One player who is back with the Tar
Heels is fifth-year senior Brandon
Spoon. The linebacker tore a left biceps
tendon at Indiana on Sept. 11, and he is
ready to make amends for the 3-8 sea
son that he watched from the sidelines.

“I felt bad last year because I could
separate myself from what happened on
the field because I wasn’t a part of it,”
said Spoon, who will anchor a defense
[hﬂl returns nine starters.

“I didn’t have to go through what
they did on Saturday and on campus
everyday. The team is a lot stronger
than it was last year because of what
they went through.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu.

Date  Opponent  Site Time Date Opponent Site Tlme
Sept.2 Tulsa Kenan Stadium 6 p.m. Oct.21 Clemson Kenan Stadium  TBA
Sept.9  atWake Forest Winston-Salem TBA  Oct.28 at Virginia Charlottesville, Va. TBA
Sept. 16 at Florida State Tallahassee, Fla. TBA ~ Nov.4  atPittsburgh  Pittsburgh, Pa.  TBA
Sept. 23  Marshall Kenan Stadium 6 p.m. Nov.11 Maryland Kenan Stadium  TBA
Sept.30 GeorgiaTech Kenan Stadium TBA  Nov. 18 = at Duke Durham TBA
Oct.14 N.C. State Kenan Stadium  TBA
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North Carolina linebacker Brandon Spoon (44) is returning for a fifth season from a bicep injury he suffered
in the second game of the 1999 campaign. He is one of nine defensive starters back for the Tar Heels.
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By Mitch Komro

THE Daily Crossword

ACROSS tion
1 "Death in 53 and dagger

6 Terre __,IN
7 Road curves

acteristic
56 Elevator man

self-assured
46 Michigan or

29 Champing at
the bit

Venice" author 54 Gemini count 8 Arrange one 30 Group of eight Ontario 58 German river
5 Greek letter 57 Floating java over another 31 Fashion 48 Casino cash- 59 On the contrary
10 Granite block joint? 9 Query 33 Fall guy dispensers?
14 Woodwind 60 __-Romeo 10 Co-founder of 34 "Ben __" 49 Hangs one's lip
15 Desert relief (Italian car) “The Tatler" 37 Theatrical 50 Rip off
| 16 Garb for 61 Fielder's gloves 11 Bounding gait group 51 Soft drink
| Claudius 62 Unsightly fruit? 12 Added years 38 Sixty minutes 52 Rubs out
17 Lofty maid? 63 Pound to a pulp 13 Stands in the 39 English river 53 Aromatic annu-
20 Mischievous 64 Impertinent way 44 Natural sponge al plant
one 65 Lower digits 18 1950s dances 45 Excessively 55 Corduroy char-
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22 Necessities 1 Feel sorry for 24 Bridge support T
28 Mcintoshes, oneself 25 Top-notch
eg 2 Cain's victim 26 Peruvian peo- 19
25 Hole puncher 3 Fictitious ple
26 Engrave 4 Fisherman's 27 Hangman's 22
28 Bullfighters profit? knot -
32 Short letter 5 Play a flute 28 Sov. news agcy,
33 Lake Volta 28 29 130 131
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You can eam $$$ and contribute
to the future of medicine.
Are You:
¢ A healthy individual
eWilling to participate in medically supervised research studies.
lZ'Yes...then you may be eligible to participate.
You have to meet certain criteria to qualify for a study,
including our free medical exam and screening tests.
For information about these studies, please call
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: PPD DEVELOPMENT
! 1-800-PPD-CRU2 - (1-800-773-2782)

! E-mail: Rtp-Clinic@rtp.ppdi.com e Visit our web site for more study info: http://www.ppd.citysearch.com
: Listen for our ads on MIX101 and WBBB
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CURRENT S'I'UDY OPPOR‘I‘UNITIES
Study C <]

#209 Upto $1000
TIMELINE:

Healthy, Females. Ages 45-60.

CALL FOR DATES AND TIMES

#218 Upto $2000

TIMELINE:

Healthy, Non-Smoking Males and Females. Ages 18-55.

Admit: 06/20 Discharge: 07/03

PPD DEVELOPMENT Conducting clinical studies since 1983




