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UNCAdds
Crawley
As Coach
Sylvia Crawley, who helped
the Tar Heels win the 1994
NCAA title, returns as an
assistant to Sylvia Hatched.

By Bret Strelow
Assistant Sports Editor

Sylvia Crawley doesn’t expect every-
one to understand.

Only she knows the affinity she has
for North Carolina. So she can justify
turning down at least five offers to play
professionally overseas.

Crawley’s decision to accept an assis-
tant coaching position for the women’s
basketball team at UNC was really an
elementary one.

“Ifeel like this is the chance ofa life-
time,” Crawley said. “I’d be almost
crazy to pass it up. Only a Carolina
graduate would understand the decision
that I made.”

Crawley joined the women’s basket-
ball staff Tuesday. She graduated from
UNC in 1994 and recently finished her
first season with the Portland Fire of the
WNBA.

Crawley agreed
to a contract that
will allow her to
play in the
WNBA during the
summer.

“The University
was able to work
out for me to do
both,” Crawley
said. “Itmeant a

lot to me.”
Crawley said

the salaries
offered to her to

play overseas

were at least four

Former UNC center
Sylvia Crawley

averaged 11.5 points
and 6.0 rebounds for
the Portland Fire of
the WNBA this year.

times the amount she will be paid to
serve as an assistant coach.

Crawley averaged 11.5 points and
6.0 rebounds for the Fire this season.
She played for 2 1/2 years in the
defunct ABLand won the league’s first
slam-dunk championship in 1998, when
she made a blind-folded jam.

Crawley was a captain for the Tar
Heels when they won the national
championship in 1994. Her jersey has
been honored by UNC and hangs in
the rafters at Carmichael Auditorium.

“She’s just a tremendous representa-
tive, not just for women’s basketball, but
for the University of North Carolina,”
UNC coach Sylvia Hatchell said.

An assistant coaching position
opened up on June 22 when former
assistant Ann Hancock was named the
head coach at UNC-Wilmington.

Crawley said she will work with the
Tar Heels’ post players. She will learn
what her other duties are at a meeting
with the staff Friday.

Crawley, 27, thinks she has an
advantage over many assistants in the
country because she is young enough to
relate to the players. She also knows
what it takes to get to the WNBA and
how those organizations view the pro-
gram at North Carolina.

“When the WNBA was selecting
me,” Crawley said, “they automatically
knew Iwould be disciplined, I would be
responsible, and I would be classy.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu.
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Nikki Teasley, left, and Jackie Higgins, right, will not play for UNC
this season. Higgins averaged 10.2 points and 8.1 rebounds per game.
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Higgins Exits Early for Pros
Women's basketball forward
Jackie Higgins has signed
with a Spain-based agent,
intending to play overseas.

By Matt Terry

Assistant Sport Saturday Editor

make it clear that I
fully intend to
complete my
undergraduate
degree.”

Higgins’ agent,
Eve Fields, who
also represented
new North
Carolina assistant
coach Sylvia
Crawley, is based
in Spain. She will
look to land
Higgins on a

European club.
“She has nar-

as no surprise to her, and she counts on
her incoming freshmen to fill the void
left by Higgins.

“We’dbeen talking about it for some
time,” Hatchell said of Higgins' depar
ture. “She decided to do what’s best for
her and her family.”

Higgins, who transferred to UNC
after her freshman season at Louisburg
Junior College, averaged 8.2 points and
5.1 rebounds per game as a sophomore.

Following a junior season in which
those averages jumped to 10.2 and 8.1,
respectively, Higgins was named the
team’s most improved player for the
1999-2000 season.

Higgins had one of her best game as

a Tar Heel on Jan. 16 at Wake Forest,
where she scored 15 points and pulled
down 14 rebounds in a 69-56 loss. She
hit a game-winning 3-pointer against the
Demon Deacons on Feb. 17.

“I understand why she is pursuing
this opportunity at this time,” Hatchell
said. “Iknow she’ll be a success at the
next level, and I’m happy she plans to
finish her degree.”

The Sports Editor can be reached at
sports@unc.edu.

Nikki Teasley isn’t the only North
Carolina veteran jumping ship prior to
the beginning of the women’s basketball
season.

Jackie Higgins, a 6-foot forward,
announced that she has signed with an
agent and thereby forfeited her senior
season of collegiate eligibility. Unlike
Teasley, who plans to return in 2001,
Higgins has finished her career at UNC.

“Ihave enjoyed my two years at the
University of North Carolina,” Higgins,
a former star at Durham’s Hillside High,
said in a released statement on Tuesday.
“Playing international basketball will
allow me to play the game I love while
helping to provide for my family.

“I appreciate the support that the
UNC coaching staff and my teammates
have given me in this decision. I want to

North Carolina coach
Sylvia Hatchell
said Higgins was
attending summer
school when she

decided to turn pro.

rowed the options down to a couple of
different countries, but she hasn’t signed
with any team yet,” UNC coach Sylvia
Hatchell said.

Higgins, who is on vacation and was
unavailable for comment, was attending
summer school when she made the deci-
sion to leave the program, Hatchell said.
She said Higgins’ grades were not a fac-
tor in her decision to turn professional.

“She was definitely NCAA,ACC and
UNC eligible,” Hatchell said.

Hatchell said Higgins’ decision came

Larsen Joins Women's Lacrosse Coaches
Staff Report

Most programs would be content to
steal away an assistant coach from one

of their conference rivals, but the North
Carolina women’s lacrosse team went
further by hiring a
Duke assistant
from another
sport.

UNC
ROUNDUP

UNC coach Jenny Slingluff Levy
announced Monday that Jennifer
Larsen, who has spent the last two years
on the sidelines ofDuke’s field hockey
team as an assistant, will join the staff.

Larsen also coached for the field

hockey and women’s lacrosse programs
at Georgetown from 1996-98. Larsen
played at Virginia in both sports.

“She brings great experience as a
coach at Duke and Georgetown,”
SlingluffLevy said. “She also has good
playing experience in both field hockey
and lacrosse at Virginia. She’ll be a great
fit for our program.”

Larsen will work with the Tar Heel
defensive unit and assist in recruiting
and administrative areas.

Tar Heels No. 1 inPreseason Poll

In the inaugural ranking of the
American Soccer Writers’ Preseason

Top 25 Poll, the defending national
champion North Carolina women’s soc-
cer team claimed all 24 first-place votes.

ASW is a collection of professional
writers from across the United States,
representing each region and almost 30
publications. The poll is an attempt to
have an Associated Press-style ranking
of the best women’s soccer programs.

Santa Clara slid into the second spot
while Notre Dame secured the third slot.
Penn State and Nebraska rounded out
the top five of the ranking.

Clemson (eighth), Wake Forest (12th),
Virginia (15th), Duke (20th) and
Maryland (24th) also earned rankings.
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Let’s start
this year offright.
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we'll push you to

“•[edge],
then tell you to jump.

You know it's, in you. The desire to go farther. To start where

others stop. It’s why you should consider Army ROTC. It’s a
class where you’ll face unique challenges while developing
skills like how to think on your feet and be a good leader. HfjH.'iSM
Register today. And hold on tight.

ARMYROTC Unlike any other college course you can take.

For details call Cpt. Jim Davis at 962-5546 or (800) 305-6687
Scholarships Available
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rewarding plasma donation program.
IMMEDIATECOMPENSATION!

\ j Donors Earn up to $165 per Month!
f ?New donors earn S2O for first visit,
\ [ $35 for the second visit within 7 days.
J \ New donors call forappointment.
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Under New Management
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Goto Carolina ¦
for a good education.
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205 E. FRAMftLIM STREET
CALL 969-1102

FUN, FLEXIBLE JOB
We're hiring! What good is a job if you can't have a life, too?

Talk to the manager about working around your class
schedule. Now accepting applications 2pm-spm.
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210 W. Franklin Street • 929-0213 • Open 7 days a week!
Only 1 block from campus, across from Granville Towers!
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