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It’s time for the hip-hop stylings of
Jaheim on his debut album, Ghetto Love.
(That's “Jaheim” spelled in silver,
emblazened across a little emblem that
resembles an expensive hood orna-
ment).

You may have heard the single
“Could It Be,” which is already getting
airtime on 102 Jamz.

For a 21-year-old first-timer, Jaheim
is not bad. Listening to his simple seduc-
tion grooves, it’s hard not to bob your
head a little.

You start to identify with the brother
... like, yeah, girl, I hate it when I
wanna hit it in the worst way, but I
don’t know if you really feelin’ me or if
it’s just the ice you see, or my drop-top
Benz.

Jaheim’s music is of the cheerful,
harmlessly swaggering variety. He’s not
shy about his wealth or his sexual inten-
tions, he’s just straightforward in his pre-
sentation of a highly stylized version of
ghetto life.

But his lyrics are really secondary to
the smooth bassline and the vocals — he
knows the right ingredients for radio-
friendly R&B.

And how can you not admire lyrics
like “I think you better let it go, heard
that you been creepin’ 'round my
baby’s back do’ ... I think you wanna
let it be, but if you want beef I got the
recipe”?

Lines like that, along with the fact
that Jaheim rhymes “illin’” with “Terry
McMillan” made me an instant fan —
of the first few songs at least.

Unfortunately for Jaheim, the album
goes on a little too long. Perhaps in
honor of his 21'years, Jaheim created an
album with 21 songs. After awhile, he
wears out all the typical “ghetto love”
topics — quit messin’ with my shortie, do

you just love me or my money, your
kid’s not mine, lookin’ for love in the
wrong places — and moves on to the
more grandiose, eternal-love type bal-
lads

Such topics are best left to the likes of
Whitney Houston and Celine Dion
because they take all the fun away from
artists like Jaheim. The song
“Remarkable” is a good example of this.
It “will surely be a wedding song for
many,” according to the promotional
material, but it is by far the worst on the
album.

If you're going to work with cliches,
you should at least keep them light and
clever. This is especially true for
Jaheim + as much as I énjoyed the first
tracks, he is a completely unoriginal
artist and as such, his album soon start-
ed to drag.

Jaheim successfully creates a per-
sona for himself, but it’s the exact same
one that we’ve been getting on urban
radio stations for much of this past
decade.

So, while the first several minutes of
his album are vaguely enjoyable, Jaheim
has brought nothing new or dynamic to
the R&B table.

Joanna Pearson

Jessica Andrews

Who I Am
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One glance at the cover of Jessica
Andrews’ newest album and the word

“Britney” shamelessly pops into my
head. I hustle for my CD player, mak-
ing sure none of my suitemates are
around.

But hopes for an assembly-line pop
hit like “Oops ... I Did It Again” are
squelched by the twangin’ steel guitars
that fade in on the first track of Who I
Am.

Andrews is actually a 17-year-old
country singer. More accurately, a pop-
country “crossover,” as entertainment
media have identified artists of this
genre.

The production and songs bring
comparisons to other crossover artists
like Shania Twain. But Andrews, still
young in comparison to the 36-year-old
Twain, lacks the swagger of her con-

-temporary.

Since the only thing Andrews actual-
ly contributes to the disc is her voice and
a face (having absolutely no hand in the
songwriting), I'll begin there.

Andrews’ voice is stronger than aver-
age, and her range is exceptional. Her
Texas-sounding accent is minimal, but
present nonetheless. As far as originali-
ty — well, she sounds about like her pop-
country female counterparts.

The album definitely doesn’t have
explosive hits like Twain’s “Any Man of
Mine,” but the songs are good enough to
attract even more attention than
Andrews’ 1999 debut.

The first three songs are all especially
catchy, in a borderline annoying way.

Then things get funny.

Track four, “Karma,” features
Andrews stuttering the word “Kkk-kkk-
kkk-karma ... What goes up goes down,
hits the ground.” (Enter a “Karma

much more complex Titchner’s dime-a-
dozen, church youth group, slide-the-
capo-up-to-change-key three and four
chord folk progressions are than those

farious bass lines. The answer is: not

Police” or “Karma Chameleon” joke
here, your choice). -

The rest of “Who I Am” contains
both slower country ballads and upbeat
pop-sounding songs, all fully equipped
with steel guitars, multiple-backing
vocals and fiddle solos courtesy of her
small swarm of hired hands.

The bottom line is this: Andrews does
exactly what she is commissioned to do
— sing her heart out and provide a mar-
ketable face.

The irony is in the CD’s title, Who I
Am — perhaps more accurately Who They
Tell Me to Be.

Jason Arthurs

Chris Titchner

and Sunday Rain Dog

Some Things Never Change
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I was lying in bed during my first lis-
ten to Chris Titchner and Sunday Rain
Dog’s Some Things Never Change until
“My Town,” the album’s second song, in
which he complains about his neigh-
bors’ loud reggae and rap.

“I don’t want to rain in on their
parade/But I don’t want to live my life
to their repetitive bass lines,” he
whines.

Hearing it forced me to get up and
pull out my guitar to see exactly how

much.

“I don’t like to be unpredictable,”
Titchner admits during the album’s first
tune, “Breakdown,” and that pretty
much sums up this album. Singer-song-
writer Titchner plays coffeehouse
acoustic guitar with Sunday Rain Dog,
aka. cellist Ana Jesse, and offers few
surprises despite Jesse’s unique and
helpful presence.

While Jesse’s cello augments the
humdrum arrangements, it can’t really
save the mostly pathetic lyrics.
Titchner’s honest lyrics could be com-
pared to those of local fav Andy Kuncl,
except that they are often cliche-ridden
and awkward where Kuncl’s are humor-
ous and refreshing.

Examples are abundant in “Bad
Dog,” the album’s first single, which is
written from the perspective of a dog
who “Get(s) hot under the collar when
they throw all those leftovers
away/When dogs are starving in
China.”

In “Enfield, N.H.” a tune about a
waning relationship, Titchner moves
from saying “I keep shooting airballs
and he’s still in the zone” to “I need to
reserve you but you're out on loan,” one
of the worst metaphor shifts that I could
imagine.

When not flat, his words often

become, dare I say, re?euﬁve, as he
utters phrases like “I don’t wanna be the
one” more times then I’d like to count,
as well as rephrasing “Apathy is harder
tobreakm:tepoﬁhnn'myity"intcwple
of different songs. This stuff can be so
grating at times that you can almost

ympathize with the ending the
relationship he eulogizes in several of
the songs.

Of course, the album has its
moments, such as “Smile,” a piece about
domestic violence highlighted by paral-
lel tempo and thematic shifts. This tune
actually makes one want to hold back
tears rather than roll your eyes.

Titchner’s formula also works in
“What About You?” an upbeat tune
that comes as close as Titchner gets to
Kuncl’s energetic music, and his voice
sounds pretty good throughout Some
Things Never Change, especially in
“Suicide King.”

Unfortunately, too much else sounds
pretty much the same throughout. Even
its alternation of fast and slow songs is
another tired cliche that does little to
keep things interesting.

The album basically smacks of the
hackneyed coffechouse fodder, written
and performed by countless musicians,
that innovative singer-songwriters like
Kuncl and Ani Difranco have managed
to avoid. ;

Unlike these artists, Chris Titchner
just puts me to sleep.

Warren Wilson

620 Market St.
Chapel Hill
932-9000
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Take 15/501 South towards Pittsboro
Exit Main St./Southern Village

HEARTBREAKERS i3
1:15-4:056-7:05-9:30
CHOCOLAT iy

1:457:15
SOMEONE LIKE YOU iy
1:30-4:00-7:10-9:25
SEE SPOT RUN ¥j
1:15
EXIT WOUNDS &
4:15-9:45
SPY KIDS ¥
1:00-3:00-5:00.7:00-9:1
Bargain Matinees Daily until 5:30
All seats $4.75
www.therialto.com
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300 E. Main Street - Carrboro

ARAB STRAP w/ Japancakes & Malt

Swagger** ($
OR BROWN** (516)
LICKER (Local Films)

* (§14) w/ RB Morris
(All Doy Festival) 4 PM-2 AM
e,

** ($8) w/ Liama
INTAIN STRING BAND** ($6)
FINGERS w/ Azure Ray** (§7)

INS/ FOLK IMPLOSION** ($12)

225U  GRANDADDY w/ Virgil Shaw** ($8)
241U Z0S0 (Led Zeppelin Tribute) ($6)
26TH  Deep Bananq Blackout** ($8)

27FR PHARCYDE w/ Ugly Duckiing** ($16)

285A  Jazz Mandolin Project** ($10)

2080 Templars, APA, Beatdowns, Hooligans, The
Agency ($8)

1 PROMISE RING** ($10)
2WE PATTI SMITH** ($20)

3TH'  MONSTER MAGNET** ($15)
4FR BIGSANDY
5SA  BUTCHIES, LE TIGRE, TAMI HART

("Mr Lady Showcase®)** ($8)

MO  Ourlady Peace** (512)
81U LUCIANO** (§
25A  Sick of It All, Boy Sefs Fire** ($10)
STU  Toadies* ($13)
7TH  Jonatha Brooke** (§15)

8FR  GUIDED BY VOICES ** (S14)

9SA  Two Dollar Pistols
205U Tortoise** (S14)
21MO  Guttermouth, Fenix TX, US Bombs**
26SA  Ashley Stove, Mayfiies USA
31TH CHERYL WHEELER"* ($14)
JUNE  6/1 John Scofield

SHOWS @ GO! Room 4:

4/5 Canyon

6 Dashboard confessional

v Paperbays

/8 Fly Pan Am

10 Cash Brothers

1 Chamber Strings

12 Choose Your Own Adventure,
Whisper 2000

4/13 Sweep the Leg Johnny, Disband
414 Detta 72, Snatches of Pink
an River City High, Hot Rod Circuit
Midtown
4/18 White Octave
419 Amish Jihad, 65 Filmshow
4/23 Action Slacks
4724 The Glands, Work Clothes
5/2 Silos
5/4 Alliw/ AN |
5/5 Memphis
5/6 Unitas
5/15 Poundhound
5/23 Iron Cross
@ Local 506:
4/24 BLUE MOUNTAIN ($7)
@ The RITZ:
4/28  ERIC JOHNSON AND DEREK
TRUCKS** (§20)
The BEST live music
18 & over admitted

**Advance ticket sales at SchoolKids
(in Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh)
For Credit Card orders CALL 919-967-9053

www.catscradle.com

CAROLINA i
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THE LAWS OF GRAVITY!
CROUCHING TIGER
HIDDEN DRAGON

123 Franklin
067-8665

[ENEMY.ii GATES

AN

7:00, 9:40, SAT-SUN 2:00, 4:30
'O BROTHER
9

WHERE ART THOU?

7:10, 9:30 SAT-SUN 2:10, 4:20

Weaver Dairy,
Timberlyne
¥ 968-3005
BT AL A TRl o .
s TTTCIAL ACADEMY AWARD ENTRY

“STUNNING! EXQUISITE!
TRIUMPHANT!"

! CHUNHYANG
0, SAT-SUN 2:10, 7140

BIG THUMBS Up!

ED MARRIS  MARCIA GAY HARDEN

, SAT-SUN 200, 430

CHOCOLAT
9:25, SAT-SUN 4:20

HOUSE OF MIRTH
6:50, SAT-SUN 1:40

f (r MOVIES AT nmaenumb
B \eaver Dairy at Airport Rd.
933-8600

EASTERN
FEDERAL

THEATERS _

; PLAZA THEATRES
| M Elliott Rd. At East Franklin
W 9674737

EXIT WOUNDS R Daily 3:10, 5:10, 7:10,9:10

| spy KIDS I Daily 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00

TOMCATS ® Daily 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:05

| 15 MINUTES & Daily 3:30, 7:00, 9:30

| SAYITISNT SO i Daily 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20

THE BROTHERS K Daily 300, 500, 7:15, 315
| HANNIBAL & Daily 3:35, 7:00, 9:30
| HEARTBREAKERS I Daly 330,700,530
| SPY KIDs R Daily 3:05, 505, 7.05, 905
SOMEONE LIKE YOU I Daily 310, 510,710,515 |
THE MEXICAN & Daily 3:45, 7:10, 940 ‘
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Advance Tickets Available
Showtimes for today only.
* No passes * No discount tickets
VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

www.Hollywood.com

* Teddy’s Restaurant -

* Great Location!
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“Where We Take Pride In Serving You!”

* 135 Comfortable Guest Rooms
* Great In Room Amenities

Open for Breakfast & Dinner
* Teddy’s Lounge - Experience Fun, Food & Spirits
* Meeting & Banquet Facilities
* Fitness Center / Outdoor Pool

Close to UNC & Area Attractions!

919-929-2171 or 1-888-452-5765

Located on 15/501 Bypass across from
Eastgate Shopping Center

Teddy’s Restaurant & Lounge I
FREE APPETIZER
with purchase of two entrees or pastas!
Not valid with other coupons or discounts!
Offer expires 5/12/01. Present coupon at time of order.

L_-_—_——-J

Strawberry & blue-
berry ice creams
with white
chocolate-covered

eracklin’ candy & a blueberry swirl!

i 8

967-9068

108 West Franklin Street, Chapel Hill -

RETIREMENT INSURANCE

Annuities (SRAs) from TIAA-CREF.

withdraw the funds.

INVEST AS LITTLE AS
$25 a month
through an automatic
payroll plan?

MUTUAL FUNDS

Deferring
TIAA-CREEF can be so

rewarding, you’ll wonder
why you didn’t do it sooner.

One of the fastest ways to build a retirement nest egg
is through tax-deferred Supplemental Retirement

Your funds are automatically deducted from your
paycheck, so it's easy to build income to supplement
your pension and Social Security* Especially since your
SRA contributions grow undiminished by taxes until you

And you may even be able to borrow funds against your
SRA—a unique benefit of choosing TIAA-CREF.

So why wait? Let TIAA-CREF's low expenses and invest-
ment expertise help you build a
comfortable retirement. We
think you will find it rewarding
In years to come.

*Note: Under federal tax law, withdrawals prior to age 59% may be
subject to restrictions, and to a 10% additional tax

Ensuring the future
for those who shape it.* ¥

For more complete information on our securities products, call 1.800.842
invest. 1. Check with your institution for availability. 2. You may be able to invest up to the IRS maximum of $10,500 per year. To receive a
personalized calculation of your maximum contribution, call TIAA-CREF at 1.800.842.2776.  TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services,
Inc. and Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. distribute securities products. ® Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association (TIAA), New
York, NY and TIAA-CREF Life Insurance Co., New York, NY issue insurance and annuities. ® TIAA-CREF Trust Company, FSB provides trust serv-
ices. » Investment products are not FDIC insured, may lose value and are not bank guaranteed. © 2001 Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association-College Retirement Equities Fund, New York, NY 01/04

taxes with

$102,068
$67.514

$41,232
$31,933

$13,052
$11,609

into a savings account. Total returns and principal value of
investments will fluctuate, and yield may vary. The chart
above is presented for illustrative purposes only and does not
reflect actual performance, or predict future results, of any
TIAA-CREF account, or reflect expenses
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TRUST SERVICES

IT°S EASY T0 SAVE MORE THROUGH
THE POWER OF TAX DEFERRAL

I0 YEARS

In this hypothetical example, setting aside $100 a month in a
tax-deferred investment with an 8% return in a 28% tax
bracket shows better growth than the same net amount put

1.800.842.2776

www.tiaa-cref.org

2733, ext. 5509, for prospectuses. 'Read them carefully before you

TUITION FINANCING

Unique
«hmu,

Tax-deferred savings afier taxes
B After-tax savings

20 YEARS 30 YEARS




