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Thomas Looks to Boost
UNC's Low Post Offense
By Gavin Off
Staff Writer

Jennifer Thomas is as comfortable on
the basketball court as she is in front of
the camera.

North Carolina’s 6-foot-2 forward
might one day be broadcasting the very
game she now plays.

“I could definitely be on ESPN or
NBC, one of those,” said Thomas, a
junior journalism and mass communica-
tion and African-American studies dou-
ble major. “Ilike to talk and I like peo-
ple. I think I’m pretty easy to talk to.”

But for now, Thomas is concerned
with helping the Tar Heels capture the
ACC crown and an NCAA Tournament
bid.

Thomas averaged 4.8 points and 2.4
rebounds per game off die bench last
season.

But with the departure of LaQuanda
Barksdale, Thomas will be competing
with several teammates for extended

playing time.
“They have me

and Chrystal
(Baptist) playing
the four now, and
I’m pretty confi-
dent in both of our
abilities to play
that position,”
Thomas said.

“I think I’m
going to be called
upon to be a

leader this year,
more so than I’ve
been in the past
few years. We

The result? Thomas is quicker and
15 pounds lighter than last season.

“I’ve gotten a lot faster, and I’ve
worked on my perimeter game, so that
will help the team,” she said. “As far as
endurance and being in shape, I’m a lot
better.”

But Thomas said that she doesn’t feel
that she has to be the go-to player on a

guard-oriented UNC team.
UNC plays a 4-1 offense, with four

perimeter players and one post player.
Thomas will be able to either dish it to

the middle or drive past her opponent to
the basket.

But Thomas will have to contribute
more than she did last year.

There were 12 games last season in
which she played but scored two points
or less and three games in which she
didn’t make it off the bench.

“It’s really not any pressure,” she
said. “This year we have so many peo-
ple that are capable of scoring that I
think scoring is not really a big priority.”

Junior forward
Jennifer Thomas

averaged 4.8 points
and 2.4 rebounds
off the bench for
UNC last season.

have a lot of freshmen, so I have to be
a role model for them.”

Because of her new leadership role,
Thomas spent the summer on campus,
working on her stamina and perimeter
shooting. She lifted weights four times a
week, shot baskets and sweated through
drills on the court

Metcalf Stands Out Early
By KellyLusk
Assistant Sports Editor

Hatchell isn’t the only one who
noticed Metcalfs breakout perfor-
mance. She was voted as the media’s
preseason ACC Rookie of the Year.

“My shot and ball-handling skills
have definitely improved since practice
started,” said Metcalf, who scored 39
points combined in last weekend’s two
games. “I’ve got to just keep playing
through my mistakes.”

Even if she commits a few errors,
Metcalf s addition to UNC’s three-guard
combination of her, Teasley and Coretta
Brown will make the Tar Heels unpre-
dictable and difficult to defend.

The freshmen will alleviate pressure
on other areas of the court as well.
Six-foot-5 Tiffany Tucker, better known
as “Baby Shaq," will add another inside
presence to complement center

Candace Sutton down low this season.

Another freshman expected to make
early contributions is 20-year-old fresh-
man forward Jenni Laaksonen from
Finland.

If traveling across the ocean to play
basketball seemed like a challenging task,
it was compounded by the death of her
father last March. But Laaksonen found
fast friends in her UNC teammates.

“It’skind of like I want to (play) not

only for myself but also for my dad
because he used to be with us a lot for
the basketball stuff,” Laaksonen said.

Freshmen Kenya Mcßee and Nikita
Bell will both see time at the three and
four positions.

“This group of freshmen is incredi-
ble,” Teasley said. “Watching them has
kept me on my toes.”

When Nikki Teasley announced she
was returning to the North Carolina
women’s basketball team, she was
expected to revamp a team that didn’t
attend the NCAA Tournament last sea-
son for the first time since 1996.

Teasley was back, and things were
sure to be different.

Meanwhile, nobody knew freshman
Leah Metcalf even existed.

But after her standout performances in
UNC’s first two exhibition games, Metcalf
is the player people are talking about

“Leah Metcalf is doing a great job,”
UNC coach Sylvia Hatchell said. “I
don’t know how anyone in the league is
going to guard her.”
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Despite the loss of 2000-01
National Player of the Year
Shane Battier, the Blue Devils
return a plethora of talent.

By Aaron Firr
Staff Writer

team in the post,
leaving a shooter
open on the
perimeter.

“We have a lot
of shooters, so we

definitely take a lot
of 3s, and we’re
definitely quick,”
Boozer said. “I
think teams are

relying more on

the perimeter. It’s
exciting basket-
ball.”

Dunleavy, a 6-9
junior, is a good
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For a team that lost the 2000-01
national player of the year, Duke sure is
confident.

Winning five consecutive ACC
championships and the national title
tends to breed optimism.

Although Naismith Award winner
Shane Battier and defensive stalwart
Natejames have graduated, Duke (35-4,
13-3 in the ACC last season) returns four

starters.
Everything starts with junior point

guard Jason Williams. One of the most
explosive players in the nation,
Williams led the ACC in scoring and
3-pointers per game last season. Duke
willgo as far this year as Williams takes
it.

Williams’ supporting cast may not be
deep, but it is experienced and athletic.

Versatile forward Mike Dunleavy and
center Carlos Boozer will be counted on

to take some pressure off Williams.
Boozer is the only significant inside

presence that the undersized Blue
Devils have, so his role is critical. Duke
will shoot a lot of 3-pointers and will
make more of them if the 6-foot-9
Boozer can draw an occasional double

Duke guard
Jason Williams
was the nation's

only player to rank
among the top 20

in scoring and assists.

shooter with solid ball handling skills
and a quick first step. His versatility on

the offensive end creates matchup prob-
lems for opponents.

But Dunleavy is too light to be a

power forward and has difficulty
•nding larger, more physical players.

He gained 20 pounds since the end of
last season, but he still weighs just 220.

Sophomore guard Chris Duhon is the
fourth returning starter from last year’s
squad. Like Williams and Dunleavy,
Duhon doesn’t shy away from launch-
ing 3-pointers during any stage of the
game.

Last season, Duhon was named the
ACC Rookie of the Year, averaging 7.2
points and 4.5 assists per game.

But Duhon will also have to fill the
defensive void left by the departure of
James.

The Blue Devils will rely on their
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Duke Still on Top at Season's Start
speed and outside shooting, so junior
transfer Dahntay Jones should fit in
nicely. The 6-6 Jones led Rutgers in
scoring his sophomore year and should
become a solid fifth scoring option for
Duke.

“Dahntay’s easily one of the premier
athletes in the country this year,”
Dunleavy said. “He’s going to add a lot
of excitement to our game. He’s going
to add a lot of depth. He can play
defense. He’s athletic. He can jump, he
can score. He can do what you need to
do.”

Those five starters figure to get the
vast bulk of playing time for Duke, but
freshman guard Daniel Ewing and for-
wards Nick Horvath and Matt
Christensen willspell them from time to

time.
The biggest question about this year’s

Duke team is who who will replace
Battier as the team’s leader.

“The leadership on our team will be
more like it usually is, and that’s plural,
not singular,” Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski said.

“Itwas a little bit more singular last
year with Shane. Dunleavy has tried to

step up real big, and 1can see (Williams)
doing more. Boozer’s trying to do it. I
think it can help all of them.”
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