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News

First Write-In Candidate Begins Campaign

Staff Reports

The first write-in candidate of this
year’s election season entered the race
for student body president Thursday.

Junior Nathan
Katzin announced
Thursday that he
plans to run for
student body pres-
ident.

Katzin said he had hoped to be
included as a candidate on the ballot.

But after he missed the mandatory can-

Student Elections

didates’ meeting
Tuesday night, he
said Board of
Elections
Chairwoman Emily
Margolis told him
he had to run as a
write-in candidate.

Any new candi-

date entering the vi V

lr:(v has to follow Nathan Katzin,
is path — stu- _ 1€ :

dents who missed 3 14nior from Raleigh,
i =5 joined the race.

the  mandatory

meeting are not eligible to be included
on the ballot.

In the past, write-in candidates have
occasionally made an impact on the race
—in 2000, a campaign to elect basketball
player Brian Bersticker as a write-in can-
didate for student body president result-
ed in a third-place finish for Bersticker.

The last two Graduate and
Professional Student Federation presi-
dents, Thad Woody and Mikisha Brown,
were elected as write-in candidates.

The other seven candidates who have
officially declared their intentions to run

for student body president are Correy
Campbell, a junior from Waxhaw; Jen
Daum, a junior from Pewaukee, Wis.;
Fred Hashagen, a junior from Long
Island, N.Y.; Bennett Mason, a junior from
Meadbville, Pa.; Will McKinney, a junior
from Greenville, S.C.; Brad Overcash, a
junior from Thomasville; and Charlie
Trakas, a sophomore from Brevard.

Trakas was a write-in candidate in last
year’s student body elections.

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu.

Americans in istan. His

shortly after his capture in Afghanistan.

a number of fighters and taking 27 prisoners,
soldier was wounded in the attack.

W John Walker Lindh quietly faced his government's
charges Thursday that he conspired to kill fellow

i .

ariticized the FBI's questioning of the 20-year-old

U.S. Special Forces Attack Taliban Headquarters
W U.S. Army Special Forces attacked a Taliban headquarters north of Kandahar, killing

Rumsfeld: Afghanistan Needs US Troops

B American ground troops will remain in Afghanistan at least into the summer to press their
manhunt, attack any Taliban and al-Qaida resistance and help the
to a more permanent govemment, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said Thursday.

US. officials said Thursday. One American

country's transition

State Superintendent Proposes
Increase in School Dropout Age

By MIKE GORMAN
Staff Writer

State Superintendent for Public
Schools Mike Ward said he wants to
reduce the state’s dropout rates by raising
the minimum dropout age from 16 to 18.

According to N.C. law, students can
legally drop out when they turn 16. In
the 2000-01 school year, 21,368 students
statewide dropped out of high school,
down 6 percent from the previous year.

“We’re concerned about the number
of dropouts in our public schools,” said
Kay Williams, director of communica-
tions for the N.C. Department of Public
Instruction. “It’s a continuing problem.”

Despite the decline in the dropout
rate, Williams said those numbers are
“still too high.”

The idea to raise the minimum

dropout age came from a meeting Ward
had with a committee of N.C. high school
principals early last week, Williams said.
Ward will propose the idea to the N.C.
Board of Education in early March,
Williams said. If the board approves the
proposal in a final vote in April, the pro-
posal will be put before the N.C. General
Assembly when it reconvenes in late May.
Bill McNeal, superintendent of the
Wake County Public School System,
said he supports the idea.
“Obviously I firmly believe that we
should keep our kids in school,” he said.
McNeal said Wake County school offi-
cials have not yet looked into the added
expense of formulating new programs to
keep students in school. “We’ll find suffi
cient funds for programs that will not only
challenge (students) but excite them, too.”
But state representatives are divided
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on the idea.

Rep. Alex Warner, D-Cumberland,
and co-chairman of the House Education
Committee, said education board mem-
bers will have a hard time convincing the
legislature to raise the dropout age.

“Certain numbers of high school stu-
dents look toward a vocational end,” he
said. “Requiring students — particularly
those that don’t want to be there — to stay
until 18 is like beating a dead horse.”

Warner said educators will have a
hard time forcing students who are — at
least physically — adults to stay in the
classroom against their will.

“If a kid doesn’t want to complete
school, parents and educators aren’t
going to be able to keep him or her
there,” he said.

Warner said that because dropout
rates have seen a continual decrease in
the last three years, there is not any
need for “improvements of this sort.”

But Rep. Donald Bonner, D-Robeson
and Warner’s co-chairman, said he
would support the plan whole-hearted
ly. “Here in Robeson we have the high-

| est dropout rate in the state,” he said.
| “We need to stiffen the requirement.”

Bonner said raising the dropout age
would help students realize that a high
school education is vital for success.

“I think there will be some skepti-
cism,” he said. “But most of us will real-
ize that we have to be more firm to get

| students to realize their full potential.”

The State & National Editor can be
reached at stntdesk@unc.edu.

Campus Calendar
Today

7 pm. — The Black Student
Movement presents “I, Too, Sing
America,” in the Great Hall of the
Student Union.

Diverse campus organizations, spe-
cial interest groups and individual tal-
ents will present their interpretations of
Dr. King’s dream as it relates to this
theme.

Participants hope to educate as well
as entertain audiences by exploring the
dream’s effect on both the individual
and society through dance, song, poet-
ry, prose and dramatic readings. For
more information, contact Ndidi Okeke
at 403-3872.

10 p.m. — Kappa Psi pharmaceuti-
cal fraternity is having its Blizzard
Party. For more information or rides call

Maria at 968-3038.
Saturday

5:30 p.m. — If you liked Sangam
Nite, come on out for a spectacular
South Asian Dance Competition spon-
sored by Sangam.

The event will take place in
Memorial Hall with acts from UNC,
Duke University, N.C. State University,
Emory University and the University of
South Carolina.

For the Record

The Jan. 24 graphic “Salary Spread”
with the article “Tuition Funds to Target
Salary Disparities” incorrectly stated
that the average annual salary for facul-
ty at UNC is $109,000.

The average annual salary at UNC is
$100,900 for faculty members.

The Daily Tar Heel regrets the error.

All proceeds go to the Mahatma
Gandhi Fellowship. Buy tickets in the
Pit or the Union box office. Don’t miss
it!

Items of Interest

Theta Nu Xi multicultural sorority
will be sponsoring a book drive for the
N.C. Children’s Hospital. We encour-
age everyone to bring new or used chil-
dren’s books to the bins located in resi-
dence halls on campus. The drive will
end Jan. 28. For more information, con-
tact Jessica Lambert at
jessica_nona@hotmail.com.
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Senate Candidates Will Use Technology
To Even Playing Field, Reach Out to Voters

By JuLiA Lamm
Staff Writer

Underdogs in the upcoming U.S.
Senate race might find it easier to com-
pete with experienced politicians with
the help of the Internet.

Most of the 13 candidates for the U.S.
Senate seat soon to be vacated by Jesse
Helms, R-N.C., have developed Web
sites to help them reach out to voters.

Although the Web sites vary greatly
in their degree of sophistication, most
outline campaign goals, provide candi-
date biographies, tell Web surfers how
to contribute to a campaign and provide

contact information.

While candidates with more financial
backing usually have the advantage, the
Internet has given candidates the
chance to compete more equally.

Doug Sellers, a Republican Senate
candidate, said he plans to do most of
his campaign advertising on the
Internet.

“I'm getting greater access to the pub-
lic,” Sellers said.

“I'm getting e-mails from people who
otherwise wouldn’t know I'm in the
race.”

He praised the Internet and its com-
munication advantages.

“Anyone who has access to the
Internet can get to know me personal-
ly quicker by looking at my Web site,”
he said.

“They can get to me before I can get
to them.”

Sellers said he feels that the Web is
critical to reaching his target audience
of younger voters and to moving into
the future.

“We're in a new century now, and
old-school policies are out the door,” he
said.

UNC political science Professor
Thad Beyle said he also thinks the
Internet is becoming a more important
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factor in political campaigns.

“I think the Internet and e-mail are
very important on how you organize
your campaign,” he said.

Beyle said he thinks that the best
aspect of using the Internet is that it
allows for easy communication.

But he said traditional advertising
methods will prove the most successful
in the end.

“(The Web) doesn’t necessarily
become the vehicle to reach your vot-
ers,” Beyle said.

He pointed out that the last major
statewide race — the 2000 gubernatorial
race between Richard Vinroot and
Mike Easley — focused primarily on tra-
ditional advertising methods like televi-
sion, rather than the Internet.

He said Vinroot spent two-thirds of
his $8 million in campaign funds on tra-
ditional advertisements, while Easley
spent four-fifths of his $11 million on
similar advertising methods.

“I think the Senate race will mimic
the governor race,” Beyle said.

He said he thinks money and the
candidates’ fund-raising capabilities will
remain critical to their campaigns.

“This is kind of the pre-primary
stage,” Beyle said.

“That’s when people are out getting
support, and more importantly, that’s
when you get money.”

The State & National Editor can be
reached at stntdesk@unc.edu.
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