
Friday, February 15, 2002 News

Texas A&Mto Cancel Bonfire Again
By Lindsey White
Staff Writer

Texas A&MUniversity administra-
tors recently announced that cost and
safety concerns are forcing the universi-
ty to again reconsider a 90-year-old tra-
dition.

Texas A&Mstudents traditionally
built a bonfire every November to mark
the yearly football game against the
University of Texas at Austin.

But in 1999, the 55-foot high bonfire
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collapsed just a few days before it was

supposed to be lit.
The collapse killed a dozen people

and wounded 27 others.
Ray Bowen, Texas A&M president,

held a press conference last week to

announce that it would cost about $2.5
million for construction, insurance and
design of a professional safety plan.

Bowen stated in a press release that
the university could not afford to spend
that much money.

Bowen also stated in the release that
he only spoke for the year 2002, as he
is resigning later this year.

But this marks the second year in a
row that the university will not have a
bonfire to commemorate the rivalry
game.

Bowen stated that he hopes to
encourage the beginning of anew tradi-
tion and believes that the bonfire did not
define Texas A&M.

“My advice -for whatever the advice
of a lame-duck president is worth - is
that the students face the inevitable and
focus their energy on creating anew
challenge, anew tradition,” Bowen stat-
ed in the release.

“Ibelieve that with a little effort
another tradition can be created which
has the benefits ofbonfire but does not
carry the danger, on the one hand, or
the expense, on the other.”
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Students and alumni have varying
opinions on the end of the bonfire tra-
dition.

Texas A&MStudent Body President
Schuyler Houser said students are gen-
erally disappointed that the university
will not have a bonfire for the second
year in a row.

But Houser said
she thinks the stu-
dent body under-
stands the reasons

behind Bowen’s
decision to sus-

pend the bonfire.
Houser said she

hopes that students
will become excit-
ed about other
spirit activities and

goal.”
Taylor said he thinks there is a certain

amount of university pride that comes
with the tradition.

“The bonfire symbolizes our burning
desire to beat our archrival, Texas,”
Taylor said.

Because of the amount of time that

“My advice ...is that students
face the inevitable and focus
on creating anew challenge,

anew tradition.
Ray Bowen

Texas A&M University President

begin new traditions to replace the bon-
fire.

“Great traditions can evolve," Houser
said.

Some Texas A&M alumni said they
feel safety is a vital concern but that
other solutions should be considered
before the university abandons the bon-
fire tradition.

“It’s the symbolism of what you do
and the people working together,” said
Mike Taylor, who graduated from Texas
A&Min 1970.

“They are working toward a common

has passed since
the 1999 accident,
about half the stu-
dent body does
not understand the
importance of the
bonfire tradition,
said Trevor
Voelkel, Texas
A&M Corps of
Cadets public rela-
tions officer.

The Corps of Cadets assists with the
design and construction of the annual
bonfire.

Voelkel added that a large percentage
of the university’s student body is
unhappy with Bowen’s decision to sus-

pend the bonfire.
For this reason, Voelkel said he

empathizes with Bowen’s decision.
He said, “Idefinitely wouldn’t want

to be in his shoes.”

The State & National Editor can be
reached atstntdesk@unc.edu.
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University Center for International Studies

faff Curriculum ked ipot Amtis
Award: Sz,SOO stipend & up to $3,000 for travel

This award supports faculty interested in adding substantive
international content to their curriculum. Graduate or undergraduate

courses in any department, curriculum, or school are eligible, with
preference given to regularly taught and/or required courses, and to
departments with low levels of international content in their courses.

Deadline: March 22, 2002

For application information see www.ucis.unc.edu
or email Dr. Niklaus Steiner at nsteiner@unc.edu.
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NOW HIRING
FOR NEW STORE OPENING

We are looking for enthusiastic, committed people to fill the followingpositions:

Cooks
Hosts Cooks

Cooks
Bussers

Benefits: Paid Vacations/Insurance
Flexible Schedules/Meal Discounts

While the restaurant is under construction, we will be taking applications at

The Courtyard by Marriott (in the Boardroom)

Exit 278 off 1-40: take a right off the ramp.
The hotel is immediately on your right.

919-544-6332

Developments in the War on Terrorism
Rice: U.S. Assuming Bin Laden Is Alive
¦ National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice said
Thursday that the United States continues ftlp rr/vr

to aggressively pursue bin Laden because "we assume c
he's alive,’ even as his al-Qaida network operates t tdCkS
without its former command structure.

Al-Qaida Suspect Linked to Terrorism
¦ The family tree of an al-Qaida suspect who blew himself up reads like a wanted list
of international terrorists his father was a known al-Qaida operative, one brother-in-law
was a Sept. 11 hijacker, and another is on an FBI list ofmen plotting an attack.

Pakistan Doubts Pearl Death Claim
¦ A British-bom militant with a history ofkidnapping Westerners confessed Thursday to the
abduction of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl and, in a chilling declaration, told a
Pakistani court he believes the journalist is dead.

Campus Calendar
Today

8 p.m. -The Vagina Monologues
will be put on in Memorial Hall. Tickets
are $7 for students and $lO for non-stu-
dents. Buy tickets at the Union box
office or by calling 962-1449. Proceeds
benefit the Family Violence Prevention
Center of Orange County.

Saturday

8 p.m. -The second showing of The
Vagina Monologues inMemorial Hall,
followed by a silent auction and gala.

9 p.m. - The Residence Hall
Association, Olde Campus Upper
Quad and Carolina After Dark pre-
sent “VivaLas Vegas! Casino Night” in

the Great Hall of the Student Union until
1 a.m. There will be free professional
dealers, music, mocktails and food!
Prizes include DVD player, MP3 player
and 100 Flex Dollars! You will receive
extra tickets to bet with for every canned
good you bring for the IFC Food Pantry.

Sunday

7 p.m. -Join CUAB and N.C. Hillel
in planning for Holocaust
Remembrance Week. The committee
will plan events for Holocaust
Remembrance Week, including a 24-
hour vigil, a drama presentation and a

discussion with survivors in Union 200.

Items of Interest

he Daily Tar Heel is extending its
deadline for membership on the
Community Feedback Board, consisting
of students, faculty, staff and residents
who critique the DTH. Applications can

be picked up in Suite 104 of the Union,
and are due by 5 p.m. Monday.
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Katie Hunter. Editor. 962-4086
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One copy per person; additional copies may be
purchased at The Daily Tar Heel for $.25 each.
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Need help finishing your dissertation? Join a group that willgive you
¦ structure ¦ strategy ¦ organization ¦ support

BFlsie J. Munton, IXSW I
919-929-1128 • abdfocusgroup@bellsoOth.net
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on proven expertise
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and sophisticated technology. \ I Saturday, February 16th, 9am-2pm

BH
At' University sTiealth 1 I Pitt County Memorial Hospital Cafeteria

I 2100 Stantonsburg Road, Greenville, NC 27835

Interviews willbe conducted withnursing I
BSU Carolina," the, /care ’TwaY, I representatives from:

A I Pitt County Memorial Hospital
Bertie Memorial Hospital

than the 'unique abilities of 1 I Chowan Hospital
’ ourCpeoßiev:^'lt's’ a’ measureTof '-' ! I Roanoke-Chowan Hospital

i I Heritage Hospital
A Conditional offers willbe made ONTHE SPOT!.' A

thousands of Individuals who

W come together ln each our

facilities every day, and of the

facilities that come together to REGISTERED NURSES
You matter at University Health Systems. Asa teaching hospital, our wide variety ofform a network of rare scale patients and the complexity of their care provide the opportunity to expand your

and Vision. It’s a measure of : knowledge and the autonomy to help remind you why you are a nurse Our team
' j ¦ environment trulypresents you with opportunities to enhance your future as well

personalized attention, as ours, .while the Strong relationships youfoster Will allow you to experience many
• • !’ f ,

v
. . . disciplines and not just nursing.

remarkable results and
University Health Systems of Eastern Carolina includes Pitt County Memorial Hospital. $exhilarating possibility. And no Roanoke-Chowan Hospital. Chowan Hospital, Bertie Memorial Hospital, Heritage

matter who you are or how
Hospital, physician practices, home health and other operated health services. We are also

• | affiliated with the Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University. I
far you want to go, it’s a J A . ,

As one of the mosl dynamic healthcare networks in the Southeast, we offer

measure Of how one M exceptional growth and learning potential; generous compensation and benefits; a

, JF vibrant, enthusiastic attitude about the care we deliver and the future were building;
dynamic System can W and a singular fusion of technologically-advanced, medically-sophisticated care... in a

transform your career. M:
compassion-driven, community-focused healthcare environment. If you are unable to

w attend our Open House, please contact: University Health Systems ofEastern
# Carolina, Attn: Employment Office, PO Box 6028, Greenville, NC 27835;

y ggj Phone: (800) 342-5155; FAX: (252) 816-8225; or E-mail: kbortz@pcmh.com

Find the perfect fit @

www.uhseast.com
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