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Aldermen Decide to Cut Several Town Programs

The chosen budget cuts will
keep Carrboro from having
to use town reserve funds
to cope with the shortfall.

By NATE DEGRAFF
Staff Writer

There will be no fireworks at
Carrboro’s Fourth of July celebration this
year. Residents might notice a few more
weeds popping up at town parks this
spring. Street conditions might deteriorate
faster than motorists have come to expect.

The state’s financial crisis has hit
Carrboro.

Faced with nearly half a million dollars
in revenue shortfalls, the Carrboro Board
of Aldermen slashed several town pro-
grams for the rest of the fiscal year at

Tuesday night’s meeting. “We thougin the
state would keep its promises,” said

Alderman Joal Broun. “And what they
basically did was breach their promises.”

On Feb. 5, Gov. Mike Easley
announced the state would withhold
funds from local governments across
North Carolina, including nearly
$300,000 from Carrboro. Lost interest
earnings and sales tax revenues due to
the recession further damaged the
town’s financial situation.

Residents will barely notice some cuts
— the town will delay a $130,000 financing
payment and slice 10 acres off a planned
27-acre public works land purchase — but
others might be more perceptible.

On Tuesday, the board discussed
changes to the town’s street resurfacing
schedule. Seventeen years ago, the town
adopted a street maintenance plan that has
earned praise from transportation analysts.

In 2001, only 1 percent of the town’s 35-
mile street system rated poorly, according
to a recent report by the Institute for
Transportation Research and Education.

But the board, feeling the budget
pinch, voted to cut the town’s annual
contribution to the street plan in half.

Chris Peterson, the town’s public works
director, said the town’s foresight made
the cut possible. “Currently, the streets as
a whole are rating in the top part. 'm
comfortable standing here tonight and
telling you this plan will work.”
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The board also lopped off more than
half of Peterson’s remaining grounds and
maintenance budget. Robert Morgan,
Carrboro town manager, clarified these
cuts for the board. “You'll just have to
accept that you'll have the grass cut less
and have more weeds in places like down-
town at the Century Center,” he said.

But residents still will be able to
reserve the Century Center for business
meetings and social occasions.

The board considered suspending
reservations for the remainder of the fiscal
year, which ends June 30, but decided

against the measure. “Stopping taking
reservations is like saying we're closing the
Century Center,” said Alderman Mark
Dorosin. “I think that’s inappropriate.”

The debate continued on two of the
town’s trademark celebrations — Carrboro
Day and the July 4th celebration.

The board told the four-member
Carrboro Day delegation it would have to
make do with $2,000 less than its planned
$5,700 budget. Striking the Fourth of July
fireworks was one of its final cuts.

Event planners must purchase the
$3,000 pyrotechnics months in advance,

so the board decided eliminate the show.

Through it all, the board avoided tap-
ping into the town’s reserve funds —
money set aside for emergencies.
“Anything we can do to avoid drawing
down the fund balance at the front end
is critical,” said Alderman Alex Zaffron.

Mayor Mike Nelson praised the
board’s efforts in hapdling an unexpect-
ed budget situation. “The board exhib-
ited a great deal of strength.”

The City Editor can be reached
at citydesk.unc.edu.
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ACROSS ric 7 Rock composer gust pler dry
1 Zest competitor 59 Chooses Brian 35 Large vase 46 Took intoone's 58 Adversaries
5 Knickknack 60 Lotto variant 8 Mill about 37 Tire gauge family 59 Seep
spot 61 See 17A 9 Adroit maneu- abbr. 47 City in Western 62 Deadlock
10 Cool hand in 66 Huron/Ontario vering 39 Heartthrob Australia 63 Purpose
the kitchen separator 10 Have no choice 40 Hard and fast 49 Fastened 64 Frozen dessert
14 Neighbor of 67 Take by force 11 Sanford of "The rules loosely 65 Gadgeteer
Sumatra 68 Puerto __ Jeffersons" 41 Daly of 50 Above you? Popeil
15 Vietnamese 69 Cozy retreats 12 Rent payer "Judging Amy" 51 Pull back on
capital 70 Atbay in abay 13 General ten- 43 Beginning on 52 Tailor's helper?
16 __-friendly 71 Certain feds dencies 44 Japanese grap- 53 Leave high and
17 With 61A, flips 18 Latin beat
19 Of sound mind DOWN 22 Prenuptialparty [T 12 7 |+ 5 16 17 [ |° 0 [ [z |13
20 Jonas of bacte- 1 Platter spinners 23 Comic Sandler
riology 2 "At Seventeen" 24 One-and-only 88 5 16
21 Nuclear prohi- singer Janis 25 Break from a = . =
bition 3 Ms. Gardner habit
23 Too 4 Backslides 26 Set free £ 37 22
26 Take ten 5 Lacking depth 29 Mass of hair
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India
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45 PDQ relative
48 When it's light ELVIRIEIFIOIXREISIT
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54 Imitate Alw[a[s[H GUBRNE |
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56 Threat ender | [RIKEMCIR[A[TIERK]T|L[N]S
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT WILMINGTON
601 South College Road * Wilmington, NC 28403

SESSION 1

» May 17-June 20
INTERSESSION

June 10-July 12.
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June 25-July z'?

AB,M.S., M.D.,J.D.,M.0.H., and now, finally, IRA.

As a man who's devoted his life to the pursuit of knowledge, Dean Hashimoto wasn't going to

pick a retirement plan without first doing his homework. That's why he chose an IRA from us,
the people with over 80 years' experience managing portfolios for the world'’s sharpest minds.
After discovering that our IRAs offer a variety of investment choices and low expenses,

he decided to add one to his resume. A wise choice, by a very wise man.

Log on for ideas, advice, and results. TIAA-CREF.org or call 1.800.842.2776
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RETIREMENT | INSURANCE | MUTUAL FUNDS | COLLEGE SAVINGS | TRUSTS | INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

Call us at 910.962.3243 or 800.228.5571
Email us: summer@uncwil.edu or visit www.uncwil.edu/summsch

UNCW is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.




