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Phase I Complete; Student
Union Addition Open for Use

Renovation of the old Union
building to begin in December

By MEREDITH NICHOLSON
Assistant University Editor

With the snip of a pair of giant scissors over a Carolina blue
ribbon, officials declared the new addition to the Frank Porter
Graham Student Union formally open to the public Monday.

Union Director Don Luse, Chancellor James Moeser,
Carolina Union Activities Board President Charles Phaneuf
and Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Dean
Bresciani addressed a crowd of nearly 100 students, faculty
members and staff members.

The addition originally was scheduled to open June 13,
2001, but it was delayed eight times due to problems with the
contractors.

Phaneuf said that students were disappointed with the delays
but that they did their best with the resources that were available
to them. He said the addition will allow CUAB to serve the stu-
dents better and that the Union was designed with the help of
student focus groups to make it as student-oriented as possible.

Luse called the building a symbol of the Union’s rich his-
tory and promising future.

Moeser said the ribbon cutting was the culmination of an
exciting day at UNC, including the opening of the
Undergraduate Library and the contested summer reading
discussion sections.

“I've never been more proud than I am today,” he said.

Moeser quoted a speech given by Frank Porter Graham at
the opening of the Student Union in 1968 in which Graham
encouraged students to use the meeting space to play but also
to fight problems such as war, poverty, discrimination and
personal and moral degradation.

Bresciani said the culture of student life at UNC is unique
among higher education.

“And what could be a more fitting symbol of student life?” he
asked, indicating the new Union addition.

The addition — which includes a computer lab and copy
center — will be open 24 hours a day.

After the plagued Phase I delays, officials evaluated the per-
formance of the contractors and decided it would be best to
repackage the remaining work and bid it out to new contrac-
tors, said Bruce Runberg, associate vice chancellor for plan-
ning and construction.

Runberg said Phases II and III — the renovation of the old
Union — will be packaged as one 10-month project rather than
two six-month stages.

Preliminary work on the phases is expected to begin after
the semester ends in December, and actual construction will
begin in January. Luse said that the new Union addition
passed all state inspections and that people began moving in
last month. There is still some final touches to be done, includ-
ing hanging some signs, he said.

Though parts of the Union are still being finished, most of
the building is fully functional.

Union officials are still working to wire a meeting room in

Moving Right Along

Previously, construction on the Union was divided into three phases.
With Phase | finished, officials decided to combine Phase Il and Phase
Il — each slated to take six months — into one 10-month phase.

June 2000: groundbreaking
June 2001: first projected completion date

1\ November 2001: second projected completion date

“%. pecember 2001: third projected completion date
- February 2002: fourth projected completion date

May 2002 fifth projected completion date

June 13: sixth projected completion date

July 2002: the Union opened

late December 2002: preliminary work for Phase Il begins

January 2003: construction for Phase Il begins

October 2003: the Union opens

SOURCE: BRUCE RUNBERG, ASSOCIATE VICE CHANCELLOR FOR PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION
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Dean Bresciani, interim vice chancellor of student
affairs, speaks at the new Union ribbon cutting.

the basement to the campus network so Student Congress
meetings can be broadcast on Student Television.

Luse said he will be working with student government offi-
cials in the upcoming weeks to determine what equipment
needs to be purchased.

The orange construction fence that surrounded the build-
ing during construction is down, and bus service resumed last
Friday. Signs indicating the new bus stops in front of the
Union will be installed soon, Luse said.

There is a person staffing the information desk, and meet-
ing space is already reserved. The copy center is up and run-
ning as well.

Student Body Vice President Aaron Hiller said student gov-
ernment’s transition from Suite C of the old Union into the
new offices went smoothly.

Hiller also said he thinks it is beneficial for the University
to have a new Union that is functional because it is one of the
public faces of the University.

The University Editor can be reached at udesk@unc.edu.

Budget Woes Slow University Hiring

By MEREDITH NICHOLSON
Assistant University Editor

UNC is looking to hire two vice
chancellors and three deans at a time
when budget deliberations are making it
difficult for University officials to predict
resources available for filling adminis-
trative vacancies.

Positions that are empty now or that
will be vacated in the next year are the
vice chancellors for information tech-
nology and student affairs and the deans
of the education, pharmacy and social
work schools.

UNC Provost Robert Shelton said
officials are forming small groups to
determine what to look for in the search
committees for the vacant vice chancel-
lor positions.

Shelton said officials are not begin-
ning the search right now partly
because of state budget concerns.

“We need to know what our budget is
going to be before we can start our
search,” he said. “We have to be able to
tell the successful candidate what kind of
resources they are going to have.”

Shelton said the University is not

going to be in a good position to tell can-
didates what to expect for some time, so
officials made it clear from the begin-
ning that the interims would be in place
long term.

He said he is very confident in Dean
Bresciani, interim vice chancellor for stu-
dent affairs, and Steve Jarrell, interim vice
chancellor for information technology

Bresciani said his progression from
associate vice chancellor for student ser-
vices to interim vice chancellor for stu-
dent affairs was smooth and natural.

“It’s not as if there was a lot going on
that 1 wasn’t already aware of or
involved with,” he said.

Bresciani said that Shelton’s and
Chancellor James Moeser’s support has
made it clear to him that they trust him
and that he doesn’t feel overwhelmed
because he is only occupying the posi-
tion temporarily.

But Bresciani said he is hesitant to
institute any major policies or to make
any decisions that would be difficult to
reverse.

Shelton said officials plan to start the
search for both vice chancellor positions
in January, and they anticipate that the

searches will last six months to one year,
Shelton said.

He said the new vice chancellors
could be in office as soon as next fall,
but officials will not rush for the sake of
permanency.

Shelton said it is not uncommon for
simultaneous searches to be conducted
and added that having five searches for
top-level administrators at the same time
is “a little high but not unusual.”

The University is close to hiring a
dean for the School of Social Work. The
name of the final candidate will be sub-
mitted to the UNC Board of Trustees
soon, and if all goes well, the new dean
could start as early as October, said
Shelton.

The search for the dean of the School
of Pharmacy is well under way, and
there are 24 active candidates, he said.

Shelton said the search for a dean of
the School of Education has just begun.
Madeleine Grumet announced this sum-
mer that she will vacate the position in
June 2003.

The University Editor can be reached
at udesk@unc.edu.
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unwind... Carolina-style.

parents@unc.edu.

You have been talking about life at Carolina...
to join in and capture the feeling! Invite them for an action-packed Family
Weekend 2002. They can experience life the Tar Heel way with good food,
football, volleyball, field hockey, soccer, variety shows and musicals, historic
walks and fun runs, art exhibits and family visits & lots more. This is a
weekend to wander, explore, discuss, learn, laugh, reminisce, relax and

Family Weekend 2002

September 27 - 29, 2002

Attention All Students. .. Don’t miss the fun
Invite your family to capture the feeling of Carolina!

Some lucky mom or dad will win a free in-state semester’s tuition for their
student at the Carolina Parents Association Annual Meeting, to be held
Saturday, September 28th at 9:30am. Parents, don’t miss your chance!

Participants must register online at http://parents.unc.edu/. Or email
your request to register by phone or mail to the Parents Office:

CAROLINA PARENTS OFFICE

now it’s time for your family

Tasty Foods Tailored
to a Tight Budget

GRANQ\

at University Square

GranCafé, located in University Square,

offers a wide variety:
-Espresso Prinks
-A Delicious Grill Menu
-Handerafted Sandwiches
-Fresh Pastries and Desserts
-Milkshakes & Smoothies
-Salads
-And MORE!
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www.grancafe.net ,
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370-4985

exp. 9/15/02

Bring this coupon in and
receive a FREE drink and z))
entrée with the purchase
of a drink and entrée!
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