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Race Heats Up Congress Contest
Candidate unhappy
with endorsement
By Cleve R, Wootson Jr.
Assistant State & National Editor

A white candidate for U.S. Congress
is brushing off accusations by his black

opponent that he was unfairly endorsed
by a racial political action committee.

In the race for new congressional
District 13, the 45-member Raleigh-
Wake Citizens Association endorsed
state Sen. Brad Miller, D-Wake, over
state Sen. Bill Martin, D-Guilford, on

Aug. 15.
The association was founded in 1932

by ministers to voice racial issues to

politicians and other leaders. Over its
70-year history, the association has
included white and Hispanic members,
although it primarily has been com-

posed ofblack members.
Hardy Watkins, treasurer and former

president of the association, said Miller’s
selection had nothing to do with race.

He said members chose Miller because
he championed black issues on a local
level.

“The defining point was that we
knew Brad based on what he did in
Wake County," Watkins said. “It’spret-
ty hard to turn your back on someone

that you’ve been working with locally.
“In terms of our relationship in the

past - the way we’ve worked with him -

I don’t think we had a choice,” he said.
But in a letter to the RWCA’s presi-

dent last week, Martin said Miller and
some key members of the organization
manipulated the meeting’s vote to serve

their private ends. Martin also stated
that he did much for blacks in North
Carolina.

Martin had not returned phone calls
as ofpress time.

Watkins said no one was pressured to

vote a particular way in the organiza-
tion’s secret ballot, although Miller said
he did call many members before the
vote to ask for their support.

But Watkins said the organization
endorses politicians who are in line with
its purpose -regardless of their color.

“The organization does not endorse
people because they are African-
American,” Watkins said.

Miller denied that any manipulation
had taken place or that he hijacked the
endorsement.

“The main way (Martin) thinks of

hijacking is to work for (the endorse-
ment) and to campaign for it, and if
that’s the case, I hijacked that one and
many before it.”

Miller also stated that he has good
rapport with members of the association
based on years of service.

“Almost everyone that was in the
room at the RWCA was someone that I
know personally and that I had worked
with before and ... I personally asked
for their vote,” he said.

Miller said that he has not always
voted in line with the interests of the
organization but that for the most part

he has worked to benefit them.
“Ithink that if my record with the

African-American community were
bad, then 1wouldn’t have gotten this
endorsement,” Miller said.“They know
what they’re getting. There’s a history of

working with me."
But Miller said that in reality, race

does influence how people perceive
their leaders as representing them.

“Iam aware that race still matters,
and I think it is important that there be
black congressmen and black leaders in
the state,” Miller said. “But at the same
time, I think there is a great value in
having leaders that have campaigned to

diverse groups ofpeople.”
He said he thinks the association’s

decision was the right one.

“Manypeople believe they could not
be represented unless they were repre-
sented by someone just like them,”
Miller said.

“There is great value in having peo-
ple in politics ... that have to understand
the lives ofpeople who are not just like
them.”

The State &National Editor can be
reached atstntdesk@unc.edu.

Deep Dish Does Lots
With Little in Lesson'
'A Lesson Before Dying' runs until Sept. 7

By Brian Millikin
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor

whom we meet in a catatonic, defeated
state -resigned to his fate and acting
like the animal the jury took him for. It
is Wiggins’ task torescue Jefferson’s dig-
nity, and watching Lawrence slowly
reveal his character’s layers is equally
gripping and heartbreaking.

Deep Dish’s stripped-down presenta-
tion of “Lesson” is bare and all the bet-
ter for it. It feels raw and immediate,
haunted and stirring. The simple set is
claustrophobic and confining, only
amplifying Jefferson’s plight and
Wiggins’ entrapment. From the cast and
crew on down, the entire production is
a commercial for getting the most out of
what seems so little.

Don’t let Deep Dish’s University
Mall location scare you away, because
when the talented cast takes the stage,
it’s tough to imagine being anywhere
other than Louisiana 50 years in the
past, which was an impossibly tragic and
uplifting place. Productions with better
theaters would be hard-pressed to do
any better.

“ALesson Before Dying” shows are
at 8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays
and Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. until
Sept. 7 at Deep Dish Theater at

University Mall. Tickets are sl2 or $lO
for students and seniors.

The Arts & Entertainment Editor can
be reached at artsdesk@unc.edu.

Sure, it’s housed in University Mall,
and its theater is the size of a boutique -

but the Deep Dish Theater Company’s
production of “ALesson Before Dying”
aims for the stars.

And it’s pretty on-target.
Adapted by Romulus Linney from

Ernest Gaines’ National Book Award-
winning novel, the play far outshines its
mall surroundings. A tale ofDeep South
race relations, capital punishment and
religion, it’s a bold choice to kick off
Deep Dish’s second season.

Set in 1948 in a fictional town in
Louisiana, the breezily paced play does-
n’t waste any time pulling the audience

into the drama-charged tale. College-edu-
cated teacher Grant Wiggins (Leonardo
DeLaine) wants to get out of his home-
town and pursue better jobs and more

money. But an old benefactor forces him
to visit Jefferson (Torrey Lawrence), a

past student who’s now on death row.

As Wiggins, DeLaine wins over the
audience with his desperation to do
both what’s expected of him and what
he wants to do - to be loyal and to

break away once and for all. Earnest
and charismatic, DeLaine is in every
scene of the play, a marathon torch he
more than carries.

Lawrence is all emotion as Jefferson,Chapel Hill Pediatrics invites you to visit our new
state of the art offices in Chapel Itill. We've got
more resources than ever before to bring your
children the outstanding care they deserve.

;¦ Our new location, directly off 15-501 (near Lowes

and Borders Books), is convenient and accessible for
families in Chapel Mill, Durham, Hillsborough and

. the surrounding area. And Durham patients can still
take advantage of our Southpark Dr. clinic.

New Ratients are welcome. Learn more about us at

www.chapelhillpeds.yourmd.com
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Visit the Lulu Tech Circus -a live, interactive, show
for technology enthusiasts of all persuasions. Witness
technological spectacles! Engage in feats of innovation!
Featuring electronic gaming, digital film, electronic
music, Linux, robotics, Java, technology in education,
and much more.

September 27-29
NC State Fairgrounds
Friday 12-9
Saturday 10-9
Sunday 10-6

Student Pricing: $lO
Free Admission on Friday for

allstudents and teachers!
Information & Registration:
www.LuluTechCircus.com

Bandit Jo’s Mexican Grill
Come visit the NEW

Bandido’s Mexican Grill ..JSIhL >

Newly Remodeled FREE Salsa Bar aHT
•dßudget-Friendly Menu 9 Lunch Specials §

s4.9s+tax (includes free
beverage, chips & salsa) .

Open until 11pm Mon -Thurs, until Midnight Fri & Sat

i Bandido’s Mexican Graff
[ a AA AH ANY PURCHASE OF
a kOQ wFr $5.00 or more!

*

Limitone coupon per customer. Dine-in only. Expires 9/14/02 """¦* ¦¦

159'/? E. Franklin St. • Downtown Chapel Hill • 919-967-5048

ADD DEADLINE!
Today is the last day to use STUDENT

CENTRAL to add a course. Do it by
5:00 PM today.

If you miss this deadline, see your
academic advisor ASAP.

ACADEMIC ADVISING PROGRAMS
www.unc.edu/advising

(PAT) (gmat) (usmle)

(lsat) (mcat) (gre)

Take Kaplan
Score Higher
Class starting soon!

LSAT: 8/26, 8/29, 10/12, 12/18
MCAT: 10/13

GMAT: 1/12, 1/13, 1/21, 2/8
DAT: 10/26, 2/8

GMAT: 9/25, 10/13, 2/16
GRE: 9/15, 10/10, 11/25, 3/17

Enroll today!

1-BQO-KAP-TEST
or kaptest.com

’Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

Call or check out our website to study anywhere in the U.S.
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Anthrax Suspect Says
Blood Test Will Free Him
The Associated Press that appearing on the anthrax letters,

but the FBI has yet to accept that offer.
Neither the FBI nor the Department of

Justice would confirm Hatfill’soffers or
whether they would regard the tests as

reliable. Federal officials have said the
FBI is not ready to clear Hatfill in the
attacks that killed five people and sick-
ened 13 others even though investiga-
tors have no physical evidence linking
him to a crime.

Last week Ashcroft would not say
whether authorities have identified a

suspect in last fall’s anthrax mailings but
said Hatfill remained “a person of inter-
est to the Department ofJustice.”

ALEXANDRIA,Va. -The biowar-
fare expert under scrutiny in the anthrax
attacks says the FBI has accepted his
offer to undergo a blood test he says will
prove his innocence.

“I am not the anthrax killer,” Dr.
Steven J. Hatfill said Sunday. Hatfill
lashed out against Attorney General
John Ashcroft for calling him a “person
of interest” in the investigation.

Hatfill said he has waived privacy
rules to allow the release of the results of
the blood test. He said he has also
offered to compare his handwriting to

WOMENTORING
Fostering leadership initiativefor first &second year

undergraduate women

Program Benefits Interest/Sign-Up Meetings
• One-to-one or group (attend one)
mentoring with a female Monday, August 26
faculty or staff member in 5:30-6:3opm
your, field of academic Student Union Room 208
interest

Wednesday, August 28
• Monthly leadership 5:30-6:3opm
development workshops Student Union Room 208
on topics such as

networking, public
speaking, gender
communication, and more

Cannot attend a meeting but still want to apply?
Contact Stephanie Schmitt at sschmitt@email.unc.edu

Sponsored by the Office of Carolina Leadership Development
www.unc. edu/depts/lead

Moonlight as
ataxwiz.

The Jackson Hewitt® 12-week income Tax Course.

What are you doing with your spare time right
now? If you'd like to earn extra money preparing

other people's taxes, call us. Take the Jackson Hewitt
12-week Income Tax Course to earn dividends every
tax season. It's tuition-free.* In just 12 weeks, you'll
learn tax strategies and how to prepare electronic

returns. Bilingual students needed.

For more information call 929-7600
or log on to mm.lacksonhewittcom.

P JACKSON HEWITT
SERVICE

*Fee for books and supplies may apply.
Offices are independently owned and operated.
Completion of this course is neither an offer nor a guarantee of employment.
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