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N.C. Sen. Ellie Kinnaird speaks
Monday night to UNC's Young
Democrats about pushing a death
penalty moratorium in the Senate.
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N.C. Sen. Ellie Kinnaird, D-
Orange, spoke to UNC’s Young
Democrats on Monday night about
her work to pass a moratorium on
the death penalty earlier this year.

The bill, which passed in the
Senate on April 30, failed in the
House. The moratorium would
have halted all executions for two
years, although juries could still
hand out the death penalty as a

punishment.
The moratorium passed the

Senate only after a fierce debate.
“(Opponents) said this was just

a smoke screen for abolishing the
death penalty. In my mind, this is
true,” Kinnaird said.

Kinnaird s speech outlined three
main factors that affect whether a

conviction willresult in the death
penalty. These factors race,
income level and geography can

bias a jury, Kinnaird said, citing a
study commissioned by the Senate
during her second term.

“When a black person kills
another black person, the likeli-
hood of the death penalty is not
very high,” she said. “A white per-
son killing a white person is more
likely. But we know that when a
black person kills a white person,
the likelihood of the death penal-
ty goes way up.”

Poor people also are sentenced
to death disproportionately,
Kinnaird said. They often cannot

afford experienced legal counsel,
which is especially important dur-
ing the sentencing phase of the
trial.

The third factor, geography, is
not as obvious. The size of the vic-
tim’s town can affect the jurypool.

“A lot ofpeople know the victim
in a small town. You’re really dis-
advantaged if you live in a rural
area” she said.

Part ofthe purpose of the mora-

torium would be to examine the
fairness ofexecuting the mentally-
retarded.

Supporters ofthe death penalty
cite the appeals process as proof
that capital punishment is fair. But
appeals courts do not rectify all
problems in the judicial process,
Kinnaird said.

“One ofthe things people don’t
realize is that appeals courts don’t
retry the facts. They only look for
errors in the trial,” she said.

Kinnaird hopes to get the mora-

torium passed in the House in the
next session this May but concedes
that she might not be able to get
the full two years as she had
hoped.

The senator also cited other
countries’ efforts to abolish capital
punishment. Both Canada and
Great Britain have abolished the
death penalty and the European
Union does not allow member
countries to have capital punish-
ment.

Kinnaird’s speech was spon-
sored by the Young Democrats in
conjunction with the Campaign to

End the Death Penalty. “There are

very few issues that liberals on the
UNC campus care about more

than the death penalty',” said Young
Democrats treasurer Tom Jensen.

Although a moratorium would
not end capital punishment in
North Carolina, it would hopeful-
lyslow itdown, Kinnaird said. But
her problem is still with allowing
the death penalty altogether.

“Idon’t want them killingpeo-
ple in my name,” she said.

Contact the State &National
Editor at stntdesk@unc.edu.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2003

j Katie's 1 [ B|“'Vl™ IJ-lIM¦¦¦ | | to the Durham Cici s location!
1 1 Buy one buffet

929-3639 j j at the regular price ($3.99)

j get a second buffet

Buy 2 Pretzels -31 j jP^P%| or <ust99cents j
get one

| FREE!*fc^ 1‘-

| mm-mf a*-- vPBvS

Jf [Cjl/ Freik TLinLit,,. Hx.ltk,pump [~/f%FREE FOUNTAIN DRINK|
Downtown Chapel Hill j ..I •, .

106 W. Franklin St. INext lo He's NotFieri:) • 942-PUMP , . 1 " With pilA. I
D *¦*•>-V PTTfn=ri~3Tfc I

50'OFF ANY YOGURT ITEM ]
Expires Oct 14,2003 j Open to 3:00 am, 7 days a week!

Toppings extra. Excludes child cup. Please present coupon j ¦!¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦
before ordering. One coupon per customer per visit. j k. i • J ~~~i Hk * A ~~~| *J I

I dth
__

vand offers. DThj
Mon-Sat 11:30am-11:30pm • Sun 12pm-11:30pm BflUiifi&lUSlliHHHHilSl3UyiHlßU£ESUUJßHß&MA2iUyflilßSiSiAil

|sM£f BiflLw*
One of Life ? Bette*” Perfc* v :

Steak & Cheese Combo j ¦ \
10 Wings & Fries m a a amm mm

i sl*oo OFF j
: Your purchaio

Open until 2:3oam Sun-Wed ¦ !
Onpn until T-tnam Thnr Cat •

1225 Airport Road Mon -Thurs 6:30 am. - 900 p.m. ¦upen until J.JUam inur-iat •

(Airport & Homestead) Fri & Sat 690 am. -IOCO p.m. ¦
¦ Chapel Hill 960-6247 Sun 730 am. -5.-CO p.rrv ¦

y Franklin St. • 929-6551 *

Limited to one coupon per * kit. No cash bach on transactions. ¦
Serving the UNC community since 1998 ¦ No reproductions accepted. Coupon expires 12/31/03

i. 2

jgaji Ow j AlßKlk
v {Get On prgei IJrj |

| Purchase any sandwich or large salad and get one FREE! { j www.granvilletowrs.com/TheAgora j
(Of equal or lesser value.) Not valid with any other offer. I |

I jBEAR ROCK Offer expire* 12/7/03 J | a Ncn-Cesident Me* Plan
•

t ¦
| CAFE I j Meal plans available:

I meals for
| 20 meals for $lO9

¦ I Y'ffLi i8J ygri, *

exp. 10/28/03 1

I I
I l
I I
l 1

I I
I I

; - *o* 3S i wuNTStEwmi :
the paint-it-yoiirfelf ceramic rtvdio

¦ 1 Cbftl \rjtll
. 1 October Special | •

35 Chines* has the best variety ofChinese food around. Youcan choose
# J Bring this coupon & a Wend In before October 27th & take I lfrom over 50 items on our Super Buffet or order from the extensive menu. * Q/

- Lunch Ham-2:3opm • 1 30 /O Off StlldlO f , I
Friday/Saturday Dinner 4:3opm-10pm • 1 May not Decomoneo win other oterv | •

• ¦ Sunday-Thursday Dinner 4:3opm-9:3opm >371 • •

*
LOWFAT-NOMSG

*

Open Ute Six Nlghte l
143 W. Franklin Street • Chapel Hill • 316 w. franklin street • chapel hi# • 968-0400 • www.paintriveearth.com •

| 919.968.3488-www.citysearch.com/rdu/35-fax919.968.0268 ‘ • Horn: Tuos-THurs noorv9pm; Fri lOcm-IOpm; Sot 1 lcm-IOpm; Sun lpm-7pm •

•¦¦¦¦¦¦¦ *****••••••••••••••••••••••

News 5


