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Crowe ‘Master’ ofhistoric sprawl
BY GARRETT MANIS
STAFF WRITER

Director Peter Weir’sresume
which includes “Dead Poets
Society” and “The Truman Show"

doesn’t preclude crafting an
adventure on the high seas.

Teamed with the able Russell
Crowe as Captain Jack Aubrey and
Paul Bettany as Dr. Stephen
Maturin, Weir’s “Master and
Commander: The Far Side of the
World” shows competence at han-
dling capable actors and lifeon a
19th-century naval ship.

But the film slips on its plot and
the action scenes that were adver-
tised so heavily.

Set in the waters surrounding
South America during the
Napoleonic wars, Aubrey has
orders to capture or destroy the
French warship Acheron with his
massive frigate, the HMS Surprise.

Disappointingly, the film does
not guide us through a tight and
suspenseful cat and mouse chase
between the French and the
British like the ever-popular “Das
Boot" or “Run Silent, Run Deep."

Of course, “Master and
Commander" is not a submarine
movie, but the French ship never
serves as a haunting presence to
spike suspense as enemies do in
those submarine movies.

The first scene of “Master and
Commander" is the film's most
exciting, bracing the viewer for
nonstop action. After those first 15
minutes, however, suspense is
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absent from the rest of the film.
The action also is pretty sparse for
140 minutes of reel time.

Despite being a meek excuse for
the genre, the film does a superb
job ofrendering an accurate pic-
ture of sailing on a British ship in
the early 1800s.

Awful food, uncomfortable
quarters, poor medical relief, con-

stant creaking, storms, discipline,
filth and even enlisted children all
help paint a colorful portrait of
ship life.

The portrayal ofthe ship’s day-
to-day operations is not only a

directorial feat for Weir, but also -

in a sense —a fascinating tour of
local color.

Crowe delivers a fine perform-
ance as a great leader sometimes
conflicted with pride. His ponder-
ous gaze and low, deep voice (and
we can’t forget that Aussie accent)
do wonders for a British sea cap-
tain. He even has long flowing hair
going on for the ladies.

But it’s all for naught as the
absence ofa love story might deter
otherwise enthusiastic female
viewers.

Bettany (also Crowe’s co-star in
“A Beautiful Mind”) complements
Aubrey beautifully as his best
friend and best critic.
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COURTESY OF TWENTIETHCENTURY FOX

Australian heartthrob Russell Crowe takes to the high seas as Captain
Jack Aubrey in "Master and Commander:The Far Side of the World."

His passion as a naturalist
leaves him with a scientific frame
ofmind that does not always agree
with Aubrey’s running of the ship,
but his philosophies are ultimate-
lyquite useful in the “survival of
the fittest" setting of maritime
warfare.

Weir’s directing is top-notch,
revealing captivating visuals ofthe
sea, impeccable details of the ship,
the tensions of Aubrey and
Maturin’s friendship and realistic
sea battles (the few that there are).

The film’s ending is a bit con-

fusing. There is some ambiguity as

to whether victory really is
achieved. Though the movie might
be shooting for a theme of “the
fight is never over,” it’s unclear as to
what’s going on.

Whether you should see “Master
and Commander” depends on your
affinity for acting and directing.

If you’re all about plot and
action, you might want to sit this
one out.

Contact the AdE Editor
at a rtsdesk@ unc.edu.

Broadcast rolls with transatlantic trance rock
BY BRANDON WHITESIDE
STAFF WRITER

It seems nowadays that for every
four guys and a dame, there’s a key-
board-drenched, experimental
ambience band fronted by a

quirkv-but-cutesy chick with retro
style and the voice of a siren.

Ifyou haven't yet guessed, yeah,
this description applies to
Broadcast, a quintet of English
rockers whose across-the-pond
tour brought them to the fair
burgh of Chapel Hillon Sunday.

Perhaps this oversimplified, if
not jaded, categorization of
Broadcast implies that you. the
concertgoer, should have known
what sound to expect from the
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group’s show maybe.
But does this mean you would-

n’t have been impressed? Not at all.
During the past eight years, the

group has refined an atmosphere
that hypnotizes without the tedium
of overambient indistinctness. Its
performance gave a lot to take in
other than hallucinogens.

Take your pick of components to
isolate and analyze.

The drummer served as an

enduring focus ofinterest from the
get-go. He was a divergence from
convention, his repertoire ofbeats
varying from light shuffles to
tumultuous impacts resonating in
the venue's wooden skeleton.

Ironically —and perhaps artis-
tically juxtaposed were singer
Trish Keenan’s temperate vocals
that often transcended words into
unrestrained melody.

Meanw'hile, the bassist's finger-
tips jumped the range of notes on

his instrument’s neck and the
keyboardist and guitarist chan-
neled an overarching ambient
medium of distorted treble.

As ifBroadcast's sound weren’t
already swimming in atmosphere,

video images painted the stage
from the eye of a projector.

Images such as a transit down a
bloodstream accompanied the per-
formance, cast upon the stern faces
of the musicians.

Ifthe show seemed over before
itbegan, that’s because Broadcast
left the stage at 11:30 p.m. Its 30-
minute encore was much appreci-
ated, because these guys are a lot to
digest in one sitting.

If you aren't yet impressed,
make sure to give them a second
listen. Their sound warrants at

least that much.

Contact the AdE Editor
at artsdesk@unc.edu.

ImJ
|W No cards to swipe, no waiting for a dryer, and no lost socks. Each of our apart-

ments comes with its own washer and dryer. How convenient is that?

*>. NOW PRE-LEASING TTiP* VISIT OUR CLUBHOUSE

FOR 2004-2005 the VCItit 5110 OLD CHAPEL H ' LL ROAD

IRA OLDER CAN LEASE ** 919-419-0440
MANAGED BY UHG/ABBEY WWW.VERGEAPARTMENTS.CO^^^R

REALLY NICE APARTMENTS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2003

DIVERECQMMENDS
“The Simpsons' The recent

episodes supply mystery and won-

der.
How could something that sym-

bolized everything that was pure
and holy turn into utter crap?

The episodes are a healthy dose
of redundancy, taking the same

stupid jokes and repeating them
like they were funny to begin with.

Sometimes this show provides
entertainment, in bizarre world.

Public Enemy, Yo! Bum Rush
the Show This 1987 LP makes
politicians w'et their pants, Dead
Prez sound like they’re basket
weavers and anyone look cool
even P. Diddy. Look at any inter-
view by your favorite rapper, and
most likely he mentioned this
album.

Unless you like “bling-blingers”
like Ja Rule in which case you
most likely can’t read.

Ifyou ever feel weak or diminu-
tive, then you should pop in this
radical and empowering LP. A
warning it is not safe to quote
Chuck D or Flavor Flav in public.
People will point and laugh at you.

“Memento” In this psychological
thriller, Guy Pearce tfie Count of
Morcerf himself plays Leonard
Shelby. His character has intense
short-term memory loss and is out
to find his wife’s murderer.

The story is told out ofsequence,
starting at the end and ending in
the middle. This mental roller
coaster probably will annoy you to
the point of convulsions, but you
will definitely be smarter at the end

or more prone to have a seizure.
LL Cool J, “And the Winner is

...* The legendary and long-lifed
rapper’s children book supplies
important messages about humil-
ity and sportsmanship. It is much
more important to note, however,
that this is the same rapper who
performed “Doin’It.”I guess the
children will receive sex education
as well as an unassuming nature.

Flogging Molly, Swagger The
band's major-label CD combines
drunk Celtic instrumentals with a
dash ofpunk music that will make
people w'ant to wear a kilt and a
Mohawk.

For the 13-year-old female read-
ers, Blink 182 isn’t punk you can

only have the cover ofTeen People
so many times before it should be
obvious, so don’t get confused.

Ata real punk rock show, I wit-
nessed two members from the
octet pass out from a ungodly
amount of alcohol consumption.

Not only did Flogging Mollv
keep playing, but they still put on
a knockout performance and
drank like they were trying to
catch up with their two friends.

Contact Tanner Slay den
at slayden@email.unc.edu.
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UNCPizza Headquarters

in E. Main Street , Carrboro

Sides: Coke:
Fresh Express Salad $3.99 20-oz. bottle SI.OB
Cheesy Bread $3.49 2-liter $2.08
Cinnastix $3.49
Breadsticks $2.99

Buffalo Wings $5.99
Domino's Buffalo Chicken Kickers $5.99 AVAILABLE NOW!

a Lar9e 1-Topping Pizza or

SQ a UU Get a Small 1-Topping Pizza &

9 *o*o an Order of Breadsticks

Get a Medium Pizza with up
/QQ to 4 Toppings or

¦ w *o*o Get 2 Small Cheese Pizzas

Get a Large Pizza with up to
VPVy 4 Toppings or

Get 2 Medium Cheese Pizzas

C 4 QQ Get 2 Medium 1-Topping
Pizzas

i| Roommate Special
Get 3 Medium 1-Topping
Pizzas
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