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MAKE NO EXCEPTION

A new Department of Homeland Security requirement places unfair
restrictions on foreign visitors coming from certain parts of the world.

Imost anyone who's traveled abroad in the two

! s years since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks knows

at going through U.S. customs can be an
aggravating, time-consuming experience.

Now, in what seems to be an unfair requirement,
many foreign visitors have to jump through one
more hoop.

Early last week 115 airports and 14 seaports across
the United States began photographing and finger-
printing incoming foreign visitors with nonimmi-
grant visas as part of the Department of Homeland
Security’s US-VISIT program.

Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge said the
program is the first in a series of steps to keep our
“borders open, but our country more secure.”

He added, in comments made to The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, that the new system will be
“easy for travelers to use but hard for terrorists to
avoid.”

The system will be easier for some more than oth-
ers, as travelers from 27 nations, mostly West
European and a handful of Asian nations, are
exempt from the procedure. The exemptions are
questionable at best.

Officials for U.S. Customs and Border Protection
said the exempted countries already have in place
strong screening and security procedures.

But US-VISIT already has faced a significant
amount of international criticism.

A Brazilian judge has ordered Brazilian customs
officials to start fingerprinting U.S. visitors in
response. :

In this time of heightened domestic security con-
cerns, it is reasonable for our government to take
extra precautions to safeguard the well-being of U.S.
citizens.

But the US-VISIT program looks suspiciously like
favoritism toward U.S. allied nations and ignores the
fairly well-documented presence of terrorists that

European citizenship.

Richard Reid, the notorious “shoe bomber” who
attempted to blow up an airliner carrying 197 pas-
sengers in December 2001, was a British citizen.

Many grounded or diverted flights, particularly
the two Air France flights grounded Dec. 24 because
of terror fears, have been European in origin.

That being the case, Ridge’s explanation that US-
VISIT exemption stems from the effectiveness of these
nations’ security procedures to lose credibility.

Also suspect is the presence on the exemption list
of several nations with questionable security prac-
tices, Monaco and Brunei in particular, and the
omission of Israel, whose El-Al airline has what
many consider to be the most stringent, thorough
security screening procedures in the world.

If DHS is serious about ing national secu-
rity, we need to monitor all possible sources of threats,
even if that means registering foreign visitors from
traditional allies such as Great Britain and France.

While such precautions would place huge
demands on labor and time, the extra effort is nec- .
essary to eliminate favoritism and enhance safety.

For the program to work, the DHS must eliminate
the exemption list.

POLICY OR POSTURE?

President Bush’s new immigration proposal is good in concept, but it
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America is a large friendly dog in a small room. Every time it
wags its tail it knocks over a chair”

ARNOLD TOYNBEE, BRITISH HISTORIAN
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