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GUARANTEED FUNDING
Student
funding
must be
shared
Having served on Student

Congress for two years
and the Student Fee

Audit Committee since August, I
have an intimate familiarity with
student fee allocations. Simply
put, the request for constitutional
funding for the executive and judi-
cial branches is ridiculous.

Any group that has undergone
the annual budget process under-
stands how frustrating the frugali-
ty ofCongress can be.
Constitutional funding would
exempt; the e-branch and j-branch
from this process, placing copious
amounts ofdiscretionary funds in
their hands without the approval
ofCongress. All other student
organizations on campus would
suffer because the pool ofmoney
they are vying for would be
reduced. While all student organi-
zations are required to justify
every dollar they spend before
receiving money, we already grant
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both branches exceptions due to
their vital importance to the
University; any additional sacrifice
of oversight is unnecessary.

The executive and judicial
branches argue that they demon-
strate similar need to WXYC and
Student Television. However,
both WXYCand STV need fund-
ing available for immediate repair
ofexpensive broken equipment to
keep their station licenses. There
is no congruity between this need
and the two branches’ requests.

Though I might agree with the
e-branch’s funding need concep-
tually, they should go through
annual budget. I have no doubt
they willreceive funds ifthey jus-
tify need. However, debate is nec-
essary to ensure that funds are

allocated efficiently and properly.
The j-branch request is more

indicative of the underlying prob-
lems with wresting oversight away
from Congress. This year, the judi-
cial branch has a working budget
of $32,605 and also has had the
most active and best-run year in
recent history. So why are they
requesting $44,102, a 35 percent
increase from this year, to come
out ofyour Student ActivityFee?

For starters, many ofthe things
the honor system purchased this
year would not have been eligible
for funding from Congress. Five
hundred highlighters given out to
individual students, a giant honor
float forHomecoming and
$3,000 for off-campus retreats
for training ofmembers of the
Honor are examples ofexpendi-
tures that never would pass
through Congress. Because its
funding was supplemented by the
administration, die honor system
had some discretion regarding
those funds and felt these were
appropriate expenditures.

Aftersitting in 22 hours of
meetings, during which we were

forced to cut more than half of
groups’ requests to allocate money
fairly, I cannot sit silently and
watch the honor system gut the
Student Code with its request and
rub it in the face ofevery other
organization. AfterFinance
Weekend, 51 of72 groups, or 71
percent, have less than $3,000
allocated for their entire annual
budget, equaling the cost of the
retreats alone. On-campus work-
shops could be conducted as easily
at no cost to students, saving
money for other organizations.

Ioffered a compromise by put-
ting a referendum on the ballot for
3 percent of the Student Activity
Fee for judicial branch, with the
understanding that they may
return forsubsequent appropria-
tions. This would provide $26,461,
well above any operating costs

that the system could ever require,
thereby ensuring permanent via-
bility. However, the attorney gen-
eral vehemently opposed this pro-
posal, indicating that his agenda
has nothing to do with the survival
ofthe honor system, but rather
with ensuring a glut offunds with-
out discussion ofyearly need.

Contact Charlie Anderson,
Student Congress

Speaker Pro Tempore,

at canderso@email.unc.edu.

LEADERS DEBATE HOW BRANCHES SHOULD BE FUNDED
What do the Carolina Union Activities Board, the

Graduate and Professional Student Federation, Student
Television and WXYC have in common?

They all receive a fixed percentage of the Student
ActivityFee. Student leaders in the executive and judicial
branches ofstudent government are pushing for a refer-
endum to give the two branches a similar, predetermined
piece of the pie.

Currently, Student Congress hears funding requests
from each branch and decides how money willbe allocat-
ed. Earlier this month, Student Congress voted down a
proposal to alter the way the executive and judicial
branches are funded.

Those student leaders who oppose the plan, in which 5

percent and 3 percent of the fee would go toward the judi-
cial and executive branches, respectively, say that itwould
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take away Student Congress’ ability to oversee how stu-
dents’ money is being used and that the branches already
are getting the money they need.

Supporters of a funding shift think differently. They
maintain that securing funds for the two branches is nec-
essary to ensure that basic administrative costs are covered
each year. Ifthere ever comes a time when the Honor Court
is underfunded, they say, itwilllose its effectiveness, setting
up the possibility of University officials intervening and
removing some aspect ofstudent self-governance.

Students have the opportunity to end this tug-of-war
between their elected representatives when they vote on

the referendum March 2.

Contact ElliottDube, editorialpage associate editor,
at dubee@email.unc.edu.

By Fitz Holladay; wfhollad@email.unc.edu
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We can leave
mark on UNC
honor, integrity

Change
enables
better
funding
p-¥”R|hese two branches provide a

I vital service to you, the stu-
JL dents, year after year, yet

they have not been provided with
a budget consistent with their
importance to the student body.

This referendum seeks to reme-
dy budget uncertainty via an
amendment to the Student
Constitution to appropriate 3 per-
cent and 5 percent ofstudent
activity fees to the executive
branch and the honor system,
respectively. This change would
provide your student government
officers with a sufficient and stable
source offunding to begin each
fiscal year so that these groups can
continue to represent every stu-
dent at UNC successfully. The
amendment is also fiscally respon-
sible, as itwill accomplish these
goals with no increase in fees.

As UNC students, we are fortu-
nate to have one ofonly a handful
ofstudent-run honor systems in

On
Tuesday March 2, stu-

dents at Carolina will
have a rare opportunity to

leave an important legacy for
your system ofstudent self-gov-
ernance. A referendum will
appear on a special election bal-
lot to amend the Student
Constitution. The proposed
amendment will ensure funding
for the judicial and executive
branches ofone of the most
impressive systems of student
self-governance in the nation.

The 2003-04 academic year
has been identified by
Chancellor James Moeser as the
“Year ofHonor and Integrity.”
Fortunately, we have an opportu-
nity to fulfillthis yearlong theme
with a commitment that will
prove timeless. Setting aside 5
percent ofthe Student Activity
Fee to fund the judicial branch
willprovide the monetary sup-
port necessary to administer
such a system each and every
year. The significance ofthis
commitment cannot be underes-
timated. The student adjudicat-
ed honor system is in fact one of
our finest traditions, one that
must never be compromised. We
willnever truly own our honor
system until we make the long-
term commitment to fimd it.

Since the turn of the 20th
century, students at UNC have
elected and appointed an execu-
tivebranch ofgovernment to
serve as an advocate for their
ideals and concerns. As evi-
denced by the level ofparticipa-
tion and interest in the recent
student body president race,
these advocates mean a great
deal to us. We expect the execu-
tivebranch to be our champion
forthe improvement of the qual-
ity of student lifeat UNC.
Sometimes we only associate
individual office holders with the
executive branch. Inreality, the
executive branch should be
viewed as an institution rather
than a group ofofficeholders. It
is the institution that we, as a
student body, have valued tradi-
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Referendum
nixes oversight
from Congress

We
at Carolina pride

ourselves on our long
tradition ofself-gover-

nance, and the proposed refer-
endum to fund constitutionally
the judicial and executive
branches attacks this very foun-
dation.

The proposal circumvents
the entire funding system set
forth by the Student Code,
which states that allotments of
Student ActivityFees must be
reviewed and approved by
Student Congress.

With this step out ofthe way,
Congress has no way to insure
that students’ money is being
spent efficiently and wisely.

The timing ofthis proposal
sends up a fewred flags. When
first proposed, it was sent to
Congress a week before the gen-
eral elections. Ifthe referendum
had been approved it was
overwhelmingly rejected
both branches would have had a
week to educate the student
body. One week is definitely not
enough time to discuss chang-
ing the way we fund our organi-
zations.

Asa member of Congress, I
was able to see the entire pro-
posal with its payouts to the
judicialbranch for things such
as $3,000 to have “offcampus
retreats” and SI,OOO for two
“self-evaluation meetings”
among others. Other students
aren’t going to have this infor-
mation, showing that both
branches are demonstrating
disregard to the student body
by withholding information.

This isn’t a battle to save the
judicial system as Attorney
General Jonathan Slain has
pointed out. The Honor Court
willremain in the hands of the
student body ifthe referendum
fails. Neither system willfail if
they have to justify expendi-
tures before spending students’
money.

Their approach to the stu-
dent body is unethical, coercing
students into signing a petition

the nation. Student self-gover-
nance at Carolina dates back more
than 125 years, but there has been
a recent push to reinvigorate our
proud tradition of honor and to
increase the effectiveness and effi-
ciency ofthe system. This great
privilege comes with responsibili-
ty, and it is our duty as students to
fimd this essential and unique
aspect ofstudent government

This proposal would also fund
the executive branch’s basic oper-
ating costs, so that it can protect
student interests more effectively
on important issues such as
tuition increases. The budget
would fund traditional programs
in addition to new services,
including a student government
office manager. This staff member
would be critical on many fronts,
including assisting student organ-
izations, maintaining the student
government suite in a professional
manner and ensuring that student
government makes a smooth tran-
sition between administrations.
This referendum is an investment
in student interests, and the long-
term benefits ofa well-funded e-

branch are significant forall UNC
students.

There is precedent forconstitu-
tionally funding specific student
organizations: student television
receives a minimum of5 percent
of student fees each year, WXYC
receives 4 percent, the Carolina
Union Activities Board receives 33
percent ofall student fees and the
Graduate and Professional
Student Federation receives 25
percent ofthe graduate and pro-
fessional student portion ofdie
fee. It makes sense that student
government should jointhe list of
organizations that need a stable
budget to operate effectively and
serve the student body.

Student Congress isreluctant to
give any one organization a set
percentage ofthe available money
each year. However, the honor sys-
tem and executive branch are dif-
ferent from other student groups
that ask Congress forfunding.
Both organizations have been del-
egated the responsibility to per-
form vital University functions by
the chancellor. These branches
cannot be underfunded and still
perform at a level at which all stu-
dents can be proud.

Now is the best time for this
proposal to be voted on by stu-
dents. Last year, the general stu-
dent fee was increased by about
70 percent, so this proposal will
not take funds from other groups.

You can empower your fellow
student leaders to fight foryour
interests and ensure the continued
success ofstudent government.
Make these benefits a reality, with
no additional cost to students, by
voting “yes” March 2nd. To learn
more about the referendum, visit
http://www.unc.edu/studgov.

Contact Jonathan Slain,
student attorney general,
at slain@email.unc.edu.

Contact Matt Tapper,
student body president,

, at tepper@email.unc.edu.
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tionally as our agent for change.
Asa first-year member of the

Student Congress, I was sin-

prised to learn that the executive
branch, like the judicialbranch,
begins the annual budgetary
cycle with no designated fund-
ing. Furthermore, a budget for
the executive branch is proposed
and adopted prior to the April
transition of officers each year.
This means that the executive
branch has no secure baseline of
funding from year to year, and its
office holders are subject to the
budgetary constraints estab-
lished by their predecessors.

As student government has
grown larger and taken on more

duties and responsibilities, this
system has grown antiquated
and inefficient. Year after year
the institution that we have cho-
sen as the voice ofthe student
body is crippled by a budgetary
system that does not allow the
individuals who operate it to
plan proactively.

Next Tuesday, we have a

chance to do something that no
other student body at UNC has
done before. Each and every one
of us willhave the opportunity to
take a unique stand for the code
ofhonor that is ours. We can
offer our system ofstudent self
governance the capacity to
become more stable and effective
than ever before and provide the
resources to protect the value of
our degrees and fight forour
interests on issues such as tuition
increases. Give your system of
government the long-overdue
support that it needs, and pro-
tect the self-governance that we
are so privileged to have. Vote
“yes” on next Tuesdays referen-
dum. Generations ofCarolina
students will be glad you did.

Contact Parker Wiseman,
Student Congress representative,

at parkss2@hotmail.com.

by saying that ifyou support the
honor system, you have to sign
this. Putting forth that tomor-
row the honor system will dis-
appear due to lack offunding is
preposterous.

Furthermore to heighten
their campaign of leaving stu-
dents in the dark regarding the
ramifications ofthe referen-
dum, both branches have begun
soliciting online signatures,
which is in clear violation ofthe
Student Code.

The code states that referen-
dum signatures must be in writ-
ing.

Written signatures are

important because person-to-
person contact allows students
to question the referendum.

There are high ranking mem-
bers ofboth branches who are
opposed to the referendum.
However, you might have
noticed they are silent on the
matter. Why are they silent?

The proposed 5 percent of
the student fee budget, when
broken down, is more than 18.5
percent ofCongress’ budget for
organizations. Ifpassed, that’s
18.5 percent less money in the
hands of students. That’s less
money for student magazines,
less money for the American
Red Cross Club to organize
blood drives, less money to for
speakers on minority affairs and
less money for the intellectual
climate on campus.

Congress has performed its
constitutional duty year after
year and appropriated the nec-
essary funding to allow each
branch to thrive as it does
today. This will not change if
the proposal is voted down. The
only people in a position to lose
are you, the students.

Contact John Kunza,
Student Congress representative,

at kunza@email.unc.edu.
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