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'Lenin 5 given lighthearted lift
BY PHILIP MCFEE
ASSISTANT ARTS &ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Consider this: Vladimir Lenin
led a bloody revolution that paved
the way fora genocidal regime.

East Germany in 1989 was a
troubled land marked by frequent
violent protests and widespread
dissent.

So, when one refers to the new
film Good bye, Lenin!” as “charm-
ing,” it’s all relative.

The rewarding picture, directed
by Wolfgang Becker, is another in
a recent line of international
imports that balance comedy and
commentary.

In the vein of “The Dreamers”
and “Y T\i Mama, Tambien,” the
German comedy splices scenes of
political strife into its quirky plot-
line. The result is a movie with
both heart and a sense ofcultural
relevance.

But that doesn’t always equate
to substance. “Good bye, Lenin!”
won’t tear down any walls, but it
willwin over viewers.

The ingenious story concerns
the devoted Alex Kerner (a con-
vincing, finnicky Daniel Briihl),
whose participation in a pro-cap-
italist rally causes his nationalistic
mother, Christiane, played by the
earnest Katrin Safi, to suffer a
coma-inducing heart attack.

Days after her collapse at Alex’s
march, the Berlin Wall falls. But
she remains under. Her doting son
and Lara (Chulpan Khamatova),
his plucky girlfriend, remain by
her side until she comes to, eight
months later.

Suspension of disbelief is an
international affair.

Christiane’s weakened heart
cannot take another blow, so Alex
and company embark on a laugh-
filled endeavor to recreate the non-
offensive pre-Westem days ofyore.

Becker employs a rich bag of
“Amelie”-style import flick tricks,
including fast-motion transitions,
close calls and side characters
galore.

Ofspecial note isAlex’s cowork-
er, the wily satellite repairman
Denis (Florian Lukas). His tech-
sawy hijinks help stifle the wave of
post-Wall commercial media.

The mile-a-minute pacing of
the film gives theatergoers a visual
workout, but Alex’s compassion
for both Lara and his mother is
nonetheless poignant.

Although the connection to the
main plotline remains strong
throughout, subplots and bit parts
sometimes become lost in transla-
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Mofro / Hobex; 4/23 Wngs Of Nothing, Jimmy And
The Teasers; 4/24 Ann Beretta; 4/261 Am the World
Trade Center; 4/27 Elf Power, Zumm Zumm, Bill
McCormich; 4/28 The Program, Armsbendback;
4/29 Conshafter, Snatches Of Pink, Pink Slips; 4/30
Ihe Never (CD Release Parly), Tinker's Punishment;
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International Orange, Apple Juice Orchestra, Go
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BeSarfea, TheSames; 5/9 Chris Brokaw, Antletam;
5/10 Dedbufiy; 5/12 Shannon Wright; 5/15
Challenger, Ghost Of Rock, Des Ark;6/8 Ex GW;
6/20Patty Hurst Shifter
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MOVIEREVIEW
“GOOD BYE, LENIN"
???ir
tion.

Atone point, a character men-
tions that Germany, before its uni-
fication, was a country that some-
times lost sight of its goals, but
always regained its footing.

The film follows suit.
“Good bye, Lenin!

” is charming
in the best sense of the word. The
movie mixes the social, the satiri-
cal and the romantic to positive
effect.

In Becker’s world, socialism’s
greatest enemy isn’t capitalism;
love is. Be it that between young
activists or between a faithful son
and his mother, the film is both
romantic and funny, without being
a romantic comedy.

It’s driven by a clever premise,
staying sweet, but smart. A truly
worthwhile import.

Thank you, commercialism.

Contact theA&E Editor
at artsdesk@unc.edu.

THE Daily Crossword By Arlan & Linda Bushman

ACROSS
1 Springs
6 Fit

10 ", , poor Yorick"
14 Lace cap
15 Iditarod ride
16 Brass band member
17 "Truly Deeply"
18 Dye
19 Spoken
20 Start of an Evan Esar

quip
23 Office notes
24 Made further remarks
25 Manage to get by
28 Gear teeth
30 Track shape
31 Fido's warning
33 Goddess of the harvest
36 Part 2 of quip
40 Sheepish she
41 Cast a ballot
42 Move like The Blob
43 Effervesce
44 Con artist's

mark
46 Desert spring
49 Entity
51 End of quip
57 All aflutter
58 Ring signal
59 Zodiac sign
60 Toy with a tail
61 Largest

Aleutian Island
62 Downward

measurement
63 Part of P.A.

64 Flue accumulation
65 Borden's spokes-cow

DOWN
1 Tibetan monk
2 Yikes!
3 Ray of "Battle Cry"
4 Full tilt
5 Fashioned
6 Jetsons'dog
7 Total delight
8 Olin of "Alias"
9 1999 Ron Howard

satire
10 In conflict
11 Gruesome
12 Humiliate
13 Three-bean or Waldorf
21 Latin primer word
22 Front half of a griffin
25 Manner
26 Declare openly
27 Crinkly cabbage
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28 Firewood unit
29 Acknowledge
31 Saxophonist Stan
32 "Norma "

33 Shawm's descendant
34 Author of "The

Godfather"
35 Anna of "Nana"
37 Dispatch boat
38 Peri on "Frasier"
39 Greeting-card verse
43 Squirm
44 Slapstick missile
45 Cross a border
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COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES CLASSICS
The devoted Alex (Daniel Briihl) and Lara (Chulpan Khamatova), snicker
at socialists in the oddly upbeat Cold War comedy” Good bye, Lenin!"

46 Honshu port
47 Sponsorship
48 Assigned places
49 Silvers' TV role
50 Renown
52 Business degs.
53 Presidential rejection
54 Splits roughly
55 Successor of Ramses I
56 Court legend Arthur
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USE VOUR DEGREE TO GAIN
IMMENSE POWER AND CONTROL

$ 1,250 in savings S SOO graduation bonus
*SOO graduation bonus q|- +

$750 in customer cash 1.9% APR for 60 months
You can get either offer, even with no credit history *

Get the incredible power and control ofthe 227-horsepower, HKSSS9HH
All-Wheel Drive Subaru WRX and get your choice of these D^V^l
exclusive offers. You deserve some credit, even if you have
no credit history. It’s a special graduation gift from Subaru to

you. Visit a participating Subaru dealer or subaru.com today. KlUaiiiUfii
DRIVEN BY WHAT’S INSIDE'

Chapel Hill <© Raleigh

Performance Subaru Southern States Subaru
919-942-3191 919-828-0901
www.performance.subaru.comwww.southernstatessubaru.net

Stellar Performer Dealerships set anew standard in customer service.

H'?!LA £ R' *69o.s ja,e and customer cash availableon 2004 Imprea* models. Offers exclude WRX STI'Rnandno-*17.48 per month per
SI,OOO ftnanCßd. Alloffers sub|ect to credit and insurance approval and vehicle availability. See a participating Raleigh/Ourtiam/Fayettevitle area dealertor details. Must take delivery from dealer stock by rate financing and customer cash cannot be combined. Eligibilitylor graduate bonus
and flnanctng baaed on proof offuture graduation within 3 months or prool ofgraduation within the last 12 months from a 2- or 4-ySar cotege graduate
school, nursing school, or trade school Applicant must have proof ol employment anchor income, or ifemployment has not yet started, a letter from thefutureemployer showing a start date within90 days of the current date and salary is required. The ABC's of Safety: Air bags. Buckle up. Children Inbackseat.
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Buble charming with
rich, revisited classics
BY LEAH KONEN
STAFF WRITER

With his new album, Come Fly
With Me, Michael Buble delivers a

set ofsongs so charming that the
listener surely will accept his
entreaty.

With this live collection, Buble
sticks to the classics, performing
such hits as “MyFunny Valentine,”
“Mackthe Knife” and “Moondance,”
proving there is nothing wrong with
sticking to tradition.

Buble does his best to recreate
the fervor and emotion of the orig-
inal songs. While the album does-
n’tflourish with creativity Buble
is clearly a traditionalist it is
well done.

Buble’s voice is strong, able to
mimic the same richness found in
the voice of the original perform-
ers. His tonal quality is amazing.

But he doesn’t just present the
listener with a well-trained voice.

Buble delights his audience with
a captivating mood and style that
he puts into every word. Flawlessly
adapting his tone to that of the
song, he adds his own flair to each
number without butchering the
tried-and-true.

But the album’s primary success
is due to its band. Loaded with
brass, the band showcases its
trumpets and trombones without
losing the balance necessary for
the numbers.

“MyFunny Valentine” is particu-
larly strong. The song begins with a
loungelike quality, with Buble’s
voice adding to this effect. Subtle
use ofpiano helps draw the listen-
er in, eventually leading to a stun-
ning trumpet solo. Powerful and
gripping, trumpet player Justin Ray
trulypours his heart into the music.

“Fever” is also an impressive
track. Dark and mysterious, yet
quiet, the band builds drama with
a suspenseful backbeat. Subtle gui-
tar and drums also add to the
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song’s eerie feeling.
Itdoesn’t stop there the cho-

rus is dramatic, Buble’s voice
shines with excitement and enthu-
siasm. The electric guitar use is
excellent, adding modem panache
without detracting from the tradi-
tional brass.

But sometimes you just can’t
beat the original. “Can’t Help
Falling in Love” is well-composed
and delivered, but no match to the
famous Elvis Presley recording.

Similarly, “For Once in MyLife”
follows the same style ofthe previ-
ous songs but is tedious and slow.

But Buble recovers with his
extravagant finish, “Moondance.”
He maintains the feeling conveyed
in Van Morrison’s original song, but
adds his own elements, creating a
foot-tapping, head-bobbing experi-
ence for the listener. Buble throws
himself into the finish, snapping
and adding feeling and thrill.

Reminiscent of the 1920 sand
’3os, Buble invites the listener into
his world of night clubs and danc-
ing, perfecting the illusion with his
electrifying album.

Contact theA&EEditor
at artsdesk@unc.edu.

Excitement. Adventure.
Surprise. Thrills.
This ain’t your parents travel agency
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4 nights, Crowns Plaza Country Club
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STUDENT TRAVEL & BEYOND

belts, bowties, boxers,
neckties & NEW! polos for girls

Sfuliatt’g
Purveyors to Tar Heel Royalty Since 1942

Downtown Chapel Hill
140 East Franklin Street

942-4563
www.julianstyle.com
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