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board editorials

NEGATIVE ACTION?
A law professor s forthcoming study points to a need for advocates
and detractors ofaffirmative action alike to examine its effectiveness.

uestions about fairness rest at the heart of
the debate over affirmative action practices.
ftut dialogue about the basic effectiveness of

has not been nearly as evident.
The results of a forthcoming study by Richard

Sander, a law professor at the University of Califomia-
ios Angeles, should be enough to energize responsible
supporters and critics alike to discussion.

According to The Chronicle of Higher Education,
Sander found in his study that 51 percent ofblack
law students have grade-point averages that place
them in the bottom tenth oftheir classes and that 45
percent ofblack students graduated and passed the
bar exam on their first try, compared with about 80
percent of white students.

Sander went so faras to state that ending affirma-
tive action in law school admissions would increase
the number ofnew black lawyers by 8.8 percent.

Regardless of whether a person considers the
practice to be a cure or a crutch, the report should
bring up serious concerns about whether or not this
type ofaffirmative action is accomplishing its goal.

The general logic behind Sander’s conclusions is
strong enough to raise questions: Does being a less
qualified applicant translate, more often than not,
into being less successful than others in complet-
ing a particular school’s workload? While affirma-
tive action helps minority applicants in terms of the
means, might it actually hinder them in the end?

This doesn’t pertain to the question ofwhether or
not affirmative action is just. Instead, this raises the
question ofwhether or not it truly helps minorities.

By no means should the results of a single study
lead to new calls for the end ofthis type ofaffirmative
action. Itis a single report, and some might question
the methodology behind it.

But experts, including both proponents and oppo-
nents ofaffirmative action, need to take a closer look.
The purpose ofgaining better representation for
minorities in the academic and professional spheres
might not be served by the practice, at least in the
area oflaw school admissions.

It’sin the best interests ofeveryone, including the
practice’s friends and enemies, to find out for sure.

ONE ROTTEN APPLE
The College Republican National Committee set a poor example for
political groups everywhere with its dishonest fund-raising practices.

ACollege Republican group out of Washington,
D.C., acted in poor taste in using deceptive
fund-raising practices to fleece senior citi-

zens.
The (Durham) Herald-Sun reported that the

College Republican National Committee called senior
citizens multiple times sometimes in the same day

to solicit donations under different names.
The College Republican National Committee

raised more than $93,000 in North Carolina.
Although questions about the legality ofthe muti-

ple-calling method haven’t been addressed fully, the
misleading nature ofthe strategy certainly qualifies
as morally deficient. It sets a poor example for other
college political groups to follow.

Local College Republicans have rightfully con-
demned these questionable methods offund raising.

They received little, ifany, of the funds collected
by the national organization and had no part whatso-
ever in its fund-raising campaign. In fact, local chap-
ters of College Republicans typically receive very little
financial support from the national organization, the
policy adviser ofthe Duke College Republicans told

The Herald-Sun.
The Republican National Committee has also dis-

tanced itself from the disgraceful actions of a few
at the CRNC. A spokesperson for the Republican
National Committee has said that the RNC is not
affiliated with the CRNC.

The CRNC split from the Republican National
Committee in 2002 to become a 527 group. Such
groups can raise unlimited amounts ofmoney, under
the stipulation that they may not coordinate with any
partisan campaigns.

Intentionally misleading seniors is not representa-
tive ofmost political organizations, and it is sad that
one bad apple can ruin the bunch.

Politics and political organizations already
have a poor reputation. Ifthere is one thing that
American politics do not need, it is another rea-
son to doubt the honesty of those involved in the
political process.

Unfortunately, this is exactly the kind ofbehavior
that reinforces the stereotype of dishonest, unctuous
politicos and ultimately can discourage Americans
from taking part in the democratic process.

POLITICAL CLEANING
New Hanover County voters showed character in electing an openly
lesbian state Senate candidate despite a smear campaign against her.

New Hanover County voters demonstrated
good sense and progress when they rejected
state Sen. Woody White and his advertising

campaign that berated opponent Julia Boseman for
being openly gay.

According to The Associated Press, the ads and
mass mailings were paid for by the North Carolina
Republican Executive Committee. The Republican
group argued that the ads were shown to uncover
that much of Boseman’s campaign funding was
raised by the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund.

The New Hanover County GOP Chairman
Charlton Allen told the AP that, “It’snot gay-bash-
ing. It’spointing out the disingenuous nature ofMs.
Boseman’s campaign.”

But The (Wilmington) Star-News summed up the
situation quite adequately when the paper retracted its
endorsement ofWhite not long before the election.

The Star noted that it was one thing for White’s
campaign to point out Boseman’s sources offunding
but that, “It’ssomething else to use language such as
“knownlesbian activists’ and “radical homosexual rights
and privileges’ and to conclude by saying “The truth is

... Julia Boseman seeks to be the first openly gay or
lesbian state senator in North Carolina history.’”

Ifan interested party was curious about Bosemans
true agenda, he would find her issues listed clearly on
her campaign site as follows: traffic and growth, lottery,
economic development, education and experience. Her
platform seems quite normal for a Senate candidate

—as does her record as a county commissioner.
Though White contended that he has not and will

not question Boseman’s private life or lifestyle, his
ads sang a different tune.

It takes an impressive amount ofprogress fora
state so well known for its socially conservative tra-
ditions to vote out an incumbent state senator. It
reflects even more progress to look beyond White’s
smear campaign and choose Boseman.

Boseman has proven that sometimes being frank
and forthcoming about the whole truth what you
stand for, who you are, and what you plan to do

wins out in the end. New Hanover County voters
clearly felt that she was the best person to represent
their needs in the General Assembly.

More power to them.

EDITOR'S NOTE: the above editorials are the opinions of solely The Daily Tar Heel Editorial Board, and were reached after open debate. The
board consists of six board members, the editorial page associate editor, the editorial page editor and the DTH editor. The 2004-05 DTH editor
decided not to vote on the board and not to write board editorials.

Opinion

Myguy Kerry lost last week.
Ifeel like I got sucker
punched, nailed right in

the gut like Houdini before I
had a chance to brace myself.

Somehow, I’dgrown to believe
that the Democrats could really
take it this time. Somehow, my
view of the world and the nation
still isn’t wholly shared by the
majority ofmy fellow citizens.
Somehow, despite moving 1,500
miles across the country since the
last presidential election, I am
still living in a red state.

My parents in Colorado, also a

red state, had itworse. Fine citi-
zens, they spent Election Day vol-
unteering as poll watchers on the
north side ofDenver. The precinct’s
voting took place in the lobby ofan
assisted livingcenter for the elderly.

As evening came and polls on
the East Coast began to close, a
woman who was a resident at the
center started poking her head in
now and then to give volunteers
election updates. “Georgia, South
Carolina and North Carolina just
went to Kerry!” she offered at one
point. Then later, “Kerryleads the
electoral vote 73-10!”

Itwasn’t until later, on their
drive home from Denver, when my
parents heard on the radio that
quite the opposite was true. The
elderly informant had apparently
confused her red and blue states.

Perhaps in 40 or 50 years, I too
will have a chance to mix up my
primary colors or to skew politi-
cal realities to fitmy fancies. No
doubt, some faithful readers think
that I already do. Be that as it
may, I’m trying to make sense of
what happened.

By most accounts, what tipped
the scales forBush this year was not
the war in Iraq, which a majority of
Americans believe is going poorly.

It was not the lack ofafford-
able health care, the squandered
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budget surplus, the overall loss
ofAmerican jobs or even the
increased sense offear and vul-
nerability that carried Bush to
victory this year.

On each ofthese counts, he
rated less than outstanding. No,
the telling issue when all was said
and done was “moral values.”

Moral values. As Iunderstand
them, moral values have to do
with how we ought to treat one
another and to live in the world.
A few examples of sound moral
values come to mind: caring for
those less fortunate than our-
selves, livingpeacefully and with
respect for a diversity oflife, try-
ing to act thoughtfully and work-
ing to ensure a healthy future for
generations yet to come.

I can even think ofpeople who
have exemplified these traits, peo-
ple who I would say lived in accord
with strong moral values. Mother
Teresa ofCalcutta comes to mind.
As do Henry David Thoreau,
Mohandas Gandhi, Gautama
Buddha, Albert Schweitzer, Rachel
Carson and Jesus.

Some ofthese people held reli-
gious beliefs in common. Others
did not. But each of them acted
largely in accord with certain
moral precepts ofwhich most of
us regardless ofreligious con-
viction would likely approve.
Asa result ofeach ofthese indi-
viduals’ efforts, the world is surely
a better place to live, regardless of
your station in life.That, to me, is
a fine measure of moral values.
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ON THE DAY'S NEWS

‘Attempt the end, and never stand to doubt; Nothing’s so hard,
but search willfind itout

”

ROBERT HERRICK, English poet
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COMMENTARY

Making the world better for
everyone is a real moral value

What leaves me puzzled and
saddened from this past week’s
election is not only that my guy
lost, but also how so many people
could vote for his opponent,
whose policies these past four
years have consistently worked
against programs for equality, jus-
tice, peace and caring.

Don’t get me wrong Irec-
ognize George W. Bush as a man
who abides by certain religious
principles and seems confident of
the righteousness ofhis purpose.
But we cast ourselves into some
peril when we conflate religion
and governance.

The separation ofchurch and
state ought to remain one ofthe
strongest principles in America
to guarantee that myreligious
views do not morph into the law
of the land or become horribly
constrained by these laws. It’s an
arrangement that protects the lot
ofus, whether we are evangelical
Protestants or Druids.

The moral values vote worries
me not just because it seems dan-
gerous to blur these distinctions
between faith and legislative fiat,
but also because Idon’t trust its
current application.

After all, how can you both
claim to care for “the least ofthese
among us” and support cutting
social programs for the needy?
Where is the morality in rewriting
environmental standards to favor
industry over the health ofour
children? Does the sanctity oflife
extend to all lives, or do we manage
to exclude, say, the lives of Iraqis
or those of pregnant women facing
life-threatening complications?

I’dlike to think that our presi-
dent has carefiilly thought through
such questions. I guess we’llhave
yet another four years to find out.

Contact David Havlick
at havlick@email.unc.edu.

BEftBElS’ FORUM
Group to compel politicians
to respond more to voters

TO THE EDITOR:
After the election, many people

have a lot ofenergy and opinions
and a desire to make a difference,
but just don’t realize that they can

make a difference without waiting
four more years.

Whether you are angry or
relieved at the outcome, angry at
the bitterness ofthe campaign or
disillusioned with the whole sys-
tem, listen up.

It’s time to harness your energy
and emotions and to make a dif-
ference.

The fight for democracy starts at
home, and it starts today.

Our generation is the genera-
tion that will win back American
democracy. This is your chance to
get involved in Democracy Matters
atUNC.

Ifyou care about the environ-
ment, education costs, globaliza-
tion and civil rights, then you
should care about the dominance
ofbig money inpolitics.

When our government is respon-
sive to voters not just big donors

only then can we achieve true
democracy where everyone’s voice
is heard.

This is a nonpartisan group, and
we welcome everyone who is ready
to take back our democracy, includ-
ing students, faculty, and staff.

The Democracy Matters chapter
at UNC is just getting started, and
we need all the help we can get.

There are also leadership posi-
tions available. We are trying to get
organized so we can start strong in
January.

Ifyou are interested, let me
know atjfiel@email.unc.edu.

Jeremy Fid
Junior

Chemistry

Like Clinton was. Bush is
now everybody's president
TO THE EDITOR:

In the post-election era we now
find ourselves in, there are still
signs ofdeep division in our coun-
try.There are many people, on and
offcampus, who maintain a deep
hatred ofPresident Bush.

Interestingly, these are the same
people who plead for peace and
harmony.

I wonder how those who preach
the gospel of civilharmony can bal-
ance that goal against their extrem-
ist rhetoric.

Back in 2000, when Gore won
the popular vote, we on the right
got an earful about the “will of
the people” and how Gore hence
should have been president.

Well, now that Bush overwhelm-
ingly won the popular vote this
year, the people who voted forhim
are derided as racist, redneck, anti-
gay nutjobs who hate everyone.

I guess “the will of the people”
only matters when it goes for a
select candidate.

Ireally hope the left willaccept

Bush as its president this year. I’m
not a big fan ofBill Clinton, but the
fact is that he was the president of
me and every other American.

Let’s hope that this time around,
we’ll not hear liberals decry
President Bush as an illegitimate
president.

Kris Wampler
Junior

Political science

Bad post-election attitudes
willnot help the country

TO THE EDITOR:
In response to the “Position of

U.S. president itself deserves our
respect” letter, I agree that many
people have ungraciously handled
the election results.

However, it is not only the
unhappy Democrats who have
behaved so shamefully.

I too have been one of the wide-
spread liberals who have claimed
to be moving to Tahiti, but sending
hate messages to Republicans is a

little out ofmy league.
But the facts are these: Almost

half ofour nation is hurt and dis-
appointed, and Bush supporters
should show more sympathy and,
class in this matter.

Bragging and rubbing his re-
election in the faces of such a large
minority is not the way to unite this
country.

A popular British newspaper,
The Daily Mirror,ran a picture of
Bush on its cover with the headline

“Howcan 59,054,087 people be so
dumb?”

Though amusing, these post-
election attitudes will not get us
anywhere.

Many ofus are mourning, but
we will recover and stand together
in hope ofa better nation.

Until then, I ask those ofyou
who are satisfied with the election
results to show some respect to
those who aren’t.

Jenna El Hafez
Senior

Political science

'Big Media' aren't in touch
with the average American
TO THE EDITOR:

The mainstream media let’s
call them Big Media have been
emphasizing that the election
results mean Democrats are out of
tune with the average American.

What about Big Media? Bush
not only beat the Democrats, but
he also beat Big Media as well.
In fact, I’m still waiting for Big
Media’s concession speech.

Don’t get me wrong, Big Media
put up a good fight.

Ina stroke of genius, Dan Rather
whipped out his forged documents.
Some fellow at ABC sent out a
memo essentially instructing his
reporters to give Bush rough cov-
erage. Evan Thomas ofNewsweek
readily admits the leftward bias of
Big Media.

Big Left Media (= Big Media)

gave it all they had in this election
they had the eye ofthe tiger.
Yet, after some introspection,

Big Media might come to see that
they too are out oftouch with aver-
age Americans those who root
forelitists are elitists themselves.

This conclusion is bolstered by
the trend ofdemocratization in the
dissemination ofnews.

Bloggers, Fox News and the like
are on the rise. People are grow-
ing increasingly distrustful of Big
Media, and rightly so.

Perhaps Big Media willtake the
advice they are giving to sulking
Democrats: come down from your
ivory towers.

Big Media, meet the common
man, and give him the facts with-
out political prejudice. You won’t
lose another election ifyou don’t
actively participate.

J. Branscomb
Senior

Computer science

TO SUBMITA LETTER: The Daily
Tar Heel welcomes reader comments.

Letters to the editor should be no longer
than 300 words and must be typed,
double-spaced, dated and signed by no
more than two people. Students should
include their year, major and phone num-
ber. Faculty and staff should include their
title, department and phone number. The
DTH reserves the right to edit letters for
space, clarity and vulgarity. Publication is
not guaranteed. Bring letters to the DTH
office at Suite 2409, Carolina Union, mail
them to P.O. Box 3257, Chapel Hill, NC
27515 or e-mail them to editdesk@unc.

edu.

Established 1893
111 years ofeditorial freedom
cD?p Sattg (Bar Meri

www.rtthonline.cam
MICHELLE JARBOE

EDITOR, 962-4086

OFFICE HOURS 11:30 A.M.-12:30 PM MON., WED.

CHRIS COLETTA
MANAGING EDITOR, 962-0750

NIKKIWERKING
DEPUTY MANAGING EDITOR, 962-0750

ELLIOTT DUBE
EDITORIAL PAGE EDITOR, 962-0750

EMILY STEEL
UNIVERSITY EDITOR,962-0372

RYAN C TUCK
CITY EDITOR, 962-4209

EMMA BURGIN
STATE & NATIONALEDITOR, 962-4103

JACOB KARABELL
SPORTS EDITOR, 962-4710

KELLY OCHS
FEATURES EDITOR, 962-4214

PHILIP MCFEE
ARTS &ENTERTAINMENTEDITOR, 962-4214

KATIE SCHWING
COPY EDITOR, 962-4103

LAURA MORTON
PHOTO EDITOR, 962-0750

RANDI DEMAGISTRIS
NICOLE NEUMAN

DESIGN EDITORS, 962-0750

MARY JANE KATZ
GRAPHICS EDITOR, 962-0750

BRANDON PARKER
SPORTSATURDAY EDITOR, 962-4710

FEILDING CAGE
ONLINE EDITOR, 962-0750

MATTHANSON
PROJECTS TEAMLEADER, 962-0246

10


