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Washington-area Iraqis
register to vote at home

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW CARROLLTON, Md. —
Iragis from the Washington area
and surrounding states registered
Monday to cast absentee ballots in
their native country’s national elec-
tions at the end of the month.

By midmorning, more than 100
people had gone to the registration
center at a hotel about 15 miles out-
side of Washington, D.C. After pro-
viding evidence of Iraqi nationality,
they were added to registration lists
and given a receipt to present when
they return to vote next week.

Yadullah Nasrullah, 71, left
Baghdad 11 years ago with his fam-
ily. The Kurd, who is from Clifton,
Va., said the election is critical for
the country as a sign that Saddam
Hussein’s dictatorship is over.

“We will be entering a new era
— from dictatorship to freedom.
Every Iraqi will have the right to say
what is on their mind,” he said.

The poling site at a Ramada Inn
next to the Capital Beltway is the
only place for Iraqis living in the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic to
vote. There are four other polling

places — in Los Angeles, Detroit,
Chicago and Nashville.

Officials from the International
Center for Migration, which is
running the overseas voting for
the Iraqi government, predict that
roughly 22,000 Iragis will vote at
the Washington location. Busloads
were expected to arrive over the
next several days from Boston,
Philadelphia and New York.

Security was tight. Those regis-
tering had to pass through a metal
detector to get in. Prince George’s
County officials said local and state
police were working with the ATF,
FBI and Department of Homeland
Security.

Once inside the hotel’s confer-
ence center, people registering
were sent to one of 15 stations.
There they had to provide evidence
of their nationality, either with
Iraqi identity cards, passports or
any other documents that showed
their background.

In order to vote, a person has
to either have been born in Iraq,
hold citizenship or prove that their
father was Iragi. American citizens

are allowed to vote.

Roger Bryant, the head of coun-
try for the Iraqi elections in the
United States, said that nationwide
there are about 240,000 Iraqis eli-
gible to vote. “The right to elect and
be elected for Iraqis everywhere is
indeed a historic occasion.”

Many who came Monday said
they had fled repression and vio-
lence in Iraq. Some had lost rela-
tives; others had been imprisoned
themselves.

Abdul Al-Haddad, 67, drove six
hours from Raleigh with his fam-
ily to register. He spent 13 years in
prison in Iraq, only, he says, because
he was falsely accused of being
Iranian. Speaking Arabic, with his
son translating, Al-Haddad said it
was his duty to vote. “I feel I am
responsible for my country, to build
a free Iraq” 4

Nazar Mohammadali, 22, of
Richmond, Va., came with his par-
ents and siblings. His mother Afaf
Alhariri, 41, said 18 of her fam-
ily members, including five of her
brothers, were killed by Hussein’s
regime.

WMD report will speculate
about smuggled armaments

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
final U.S. intelligence report on
weapons of mass destruction in
Iraq is expected to address whether
the banned armaments may have
been smuggled out of the country
before the war started.

Top Bush administration offi-
cials have speculated publicly that
chemical, biological or radiological
weapons may have been smuggled
out, and the question is one of the
unresolved issues on WMD. The
report is due next month.

Intelligence and congressional
officials say they have not seen any
information indicating that WMD
or significant amounts of compo-
nents and equipment were trans-
ferred from Iraq to neighboring
Syria, Jordan or elsewhere.

The administration acknowl-
edged last week that the search for
banned weapons is largely over. The
Iraq Survey Group’s chief, Charles
Duelfer, is expected to submit the
final installments of his report in
February. A small number of the
organization’s experts will remain
on the job.

But officials familiar with the
search say U.S. authorities have
found no evidence that former
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
transferred WMD or related equip-
ment out of Iraq.

A special adviser to the CIA
director, Duelfer declined an inter-
view request through an agency
spokesman. In his last public state-
ments, he told a Senate panel last
October that it remained unclear
whether banned weapons could

have been moved from Iraq.

“What I can tell you is that I
believe we know a lot of materials
left Iraq and went to Syria,” he said.
“But whether in fact in any of these
trucks there was WMD-related
materials, I cannot say.”

Last week, a congressional official,
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, said suggestions that weapons
or components were sent from Iraq
were based on speculation stemming
from uncorroborated information.

President Bush and top-raking
officials in his administration used
the existence of WMD in Iraq as
the main justification for the March
2003 invasion, and throughout
much of last year the White House
continued to raise the possibility
the weapons were transferred to
another country.

Districts enact high school reforms

BY BRIANNA BISHOP
ASSISTANT CITY EDITOR

While the debate over block
scheduling has been resolved, other
aspects of reform in local high
schools continue to be addressed.

On Dec. 16, the Chapel Hill-
Carrboro Board of Education
passed a new schedule for the dis-
trict’s two high schools.

The approved seven-period
hybrid schedule consists of seven
50-minute periods, some of which
could be combined to 100-minute
periods lasting for either a semes-
ter or the entire school year.

“The seven-period hybrid
schedule isn’t a pure block,” board
Chairwoman Lisa Stuckey said,
referring to a previous option pro-
posed by the board that met with
much controversy.

Plans call for the new schedule to
be implemented in the fall of 2006.

“Work will be done between now
and the fall of 2006,” Stuckey said.

She said this time will allow stu-
dents and teachers to understand
how the new schedule will work.

For example, teachers can
receive training on teaching for a
100-minute block, Stuckey said.

She added that the district’s
administrative staff will now be
looking over the schedule.

Block scheduling is not the only
reform under discussion for the
district’s two high schools.

The middle college program, a
collaborative effort between a few
local school districts, is aimed at
housing a high school for juniors
and seniors at Durham Technical
Community College.

“For some students it creates a
sense of independence,” said Neil
Pedersen, city schools’ superin-
tendent, adding that the program
eventually will include 200 stu-
dents, 100 from each grade level.

The middle college initiative
is up for discussion at the board’s
Thursday meeting.

“In the past, the board has indi-
cated support for moving forward
with (middle college),” Stuckey said.

The Orange County Board of
Education agreed to participate in
the program on Jan. 3.

Another area of reform that
might soon be addressed is the
establishment of academies within
the district’s high schools.

The academies would be small

learning communities focused on
one specific area of study.

Pedersen said the performing
arts and science and technology are
some of the subjects that have been
discussed for potential academies.

Some of the local reform effort
stems from state initiatives.

“The state is defining some exit
criteria for seniors,” Pedersen said.

These ideas include requiring all
seniors to pass core end-of-course
tests, as well as implementing a
senior project — a final project
required of seniors for graduation.

The district does not have such a
requirement, Pedersen said.

“On a national scene (high
school reform is) a major issue,”
Pedersen said, adding that overall,
local high schools are high-achiev-
ing, but that the district’s reforms
aim to make the high school expe-
rience more meaningful.

More information on high
school reform can be viewed
on the city schools’ Web site at
http://www.chces.k12.nc.us/
HighSchoolReform/index1.asp.

Contact the City Editor
at citydesk @unc.edu.

ALWAYS COCA-COLA. ALWAYS CAROLINA!!

Today is the LAST day to sign
BASKETBALL :: 5 players

Beaisly CANPUS RECREATION UPDATE

up for—

SPORT CLUB

TEAM BOWLING :: 4 players

SIGN UP TO PLAY TODAY
GRAIL VOLLEYBALL :: 6 players
TEAM TABLE TENNIS :: 4 players
Sign up: Jan. 17-25

Sign up in 203 Woollen Gym.
More info. 919.843 PLAY.

YOU!

become a
challenge

course
facilitator

pre—
=
~

we w

a0t MA ARPENTURSS

do you like working outdoors?

do you like being challenged?

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
e January 26
10 AM-2 PM in the Pit

Come meet representatives from over 50 §
Sport Clubs and get more information on our
competitive, recreational, and instructional clubs.

UNG SPORT CLUBS

COMPETE. CHALLENGE. UNITE.

A S

lubs |
unc.edu/sportc i
i\ "

ACHIEVE A LEANER,
STRONGER YOU!
5-week, 10-session

weight training program

THE Daily Crossword

By Allan E. Parrish

(C)2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc
Al rights reserved

ACROSS
1 Attempt to disprove
6 __ Schwarz (toy store)
9 News medium
14 Olds model
15 LBJ foilower

63 Lincoln's eighty
66 Unifying idea
67 La _,
68 Destiny

69 Sen. Kefauver
70 Actress Joanne

, Bolivia

23 "__the land..."
25 Word to add on
27 Nukes

24 1965 Rolling Stones hit
63A, 10D and 24D

28 Composer Satie

44 Observes

48 MoMA location

50 Seward's folly

51 Mississippi or Ohio
52 Trodden tracks

53 Group of eight

to 17A,

16 Surgeon's cutter 71 Clio aspirant 29 Carpet feature 55 Honda rival
17 Sunday text 31 Banijo feature 57 Some CA cops
19 Retract one's words DOWN 34 Bounty rival 59 Fill-in sheet
20 Shatner novel "__ War" 1 Fully absorbed 36 St. Louis landmark 60 "My Friend __"
21 Annoy 2 Other 37 Cabbage-like vegeta- 61 Three-__ salad
22 Mulls over 3 Flyer's bill? ble 64 Paddle's cousin
24 Port on the Ob 4 WWW address 38 "Woe is me" 65 Philanderer
26 Self-centered individual 5 Hoyden 41 Fusing material
27 Slight breeze 6 Pond denizens
30 Actor Zimbalist 7 Latin lesson word SN i) oAt L | Il L L HIED RE T R
32 Indy-winner Luyendyk 8 Working in a mess? — o T
33 Four-letter swear 9 Went down
word? 10 Big name in dictionar- 7 18 9
35 Capital of Bangladesh ies — — -
39 Physician's pellet 11 Japanese immigrant &
40 Hollow tubes 12 Approaches 24 2 %
42 Type of exam 13 Lovers' rendezvous —
43 Scottish dagger 18 False charge ] el g ]
45 Presidential bill- AT TRSEVATRESEETTGILT 7 = |3 3 36 |37 [38
killer wiElElPIM ([R[EIN[EJN[O[E[S
46 USC rival olVIEIRMAS[A[TA/NEMDlU[A[L] [* by 7
47 U-boat detector [ 1[F[E[1[s[N|O|T|AMME[L]S[E ro 44 g 3
49 Whip strokes ENOR[E[T|AIRIDIE[D
51 Not consistent olo|TIolulcTIE[RIG 47 48 49|50
54 Move along lat-  [o[C[A|F lR|VIS[T T [R|K[E[D
erally - EINOANDE DEnonnaEEEE S
56 Elements of a FIOISISIEREIPIEIEREDIEILIE| [ 57 ] 59 160 [61
strategy TIAIRIMO[RICISIRV]ATS
58 Caribbean or DIAITIEIPIAIL ML [EIO 62 B o
Coral olvIe|NIlPlolPlaluliIZ[Z[E[S| | - -
59 Little white lie e Lls B
1 9 70 n
62 Home web site? SN0E OHEEE RONRE
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N .
Z) Summer Internships

Earn a $2,500 stipend!
Receive three academic credit hours!

Applications due Wednesday, Feb. 2.
To download applications or for more information, visit www.unc.edu/apples,
or drop by the APPLES office, Student Union 2416.

Eve Aoctors you
cowm trust...

Ask our eyecave
professionals
about
thinney,
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eyeweay!

‘ovdev contacts online A

" Www.eyecavecenter.com

Package

Includes contact lens exam, 3-month

any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.
Offer expires 03/27/05.

BlueCros
of North Carolina

Optometvic Eye Cave Center
Complete Contact Lens

supply of disposable, clear contact lenses, $
follow-up care and a free solution kit
Additional charge for toric, extended wear and
bifocal lenses. May not be combined with
insurance benefits, coupons, discounts or
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J \ Offer expires 03/27/05.

Optometvic Eye Cave Center

Eye Exam, Frames
& Lenses

Price includes eye exam, selected
frames and single-vision lenses.

May not be combined with insurance
benefits, coupons, discounts or any
other offer. Other restrictions may apply.
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optometric

Jeyecarecenter”

..eye doctors you can trust

Dr. Stephanie Tompkins and Dr. Janik Roy

(919) 968-3937

BlueShicld

e :  visa |

University Square * Chapel Hill

ONLINE AT WWW.EYECARECENTER.COM




