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The Baily Tar Heel

Attorney general seeks funds

BY ERIN ZUREICK
STAFF WRITER

Although Matt McDowell just
received his appointment to the
student attorney general post
Sunday night, he’s already set to
tackle a hot-button issue.

McDowell said that once his term
begins April 5, he will try to secure a
stable funding source for the judicial
branch of student government.

Past leaders have taken up the
idea but have failed to secure the
funds, leaving McDowell to pursue
new avenues.

“We might go before the Student
Fee Audit Committee and look at the
possibility of having a small student
fee for honor expenses,” he said. “The
other possibility is to increase fund
raising among alumni and let them
know that we have financial need.”

The problem, said Carolina
Chavez, current student attorney
general, is that the money the stu-
dent-run honor system gets through
student fees just isn't enough.

Administrators often insist that, as
a student group, the judicial branch
must go through student channels.
So every year, the group must peti-
tion Student Congress for a portion

of student fees — and often, Chavez
said, it needs more than it gets.

“When we go to the administra-
tion, they say that students should
support us financially,” she said. “But
in the eyes of Student Congress, we
are just like any other student orga-
nization when it comes to funding”

McDowell said funding is an
annual worry because neither
Congress nor administrators are
willing to fund more than opera-
tional costs. “It’s a paradigm,” he
said. “Everyone says the honor sys-
tem is important, but no one is will-
ing to pay more than basic costs.”

“No matter how tight the budget
situation gets, it is important that
the honor system works effectively,”
he said.

McDowell’s proposal comes at
a time when Congress is facing a
record number of funding requests
from student groups. If his fund-
raising efforts are successful, they
could free up money for other orga-
nizations.

When budgeting next year’s
expenses, Congress allotted the
student attorney general’s staff
$13,156.63 — $5,025.75 less than
what officials had requested.

Requested funds for honor system
outreach efforts were reduced by
more than 50 percent.

McDowell's plans take a different
path than the one student leaders
explored last year. At that time, stu-
dents voted down a referendum that
would have automatically allocated 5
percent of the student activity fee to
the judicial branch each year.

After the referendum’s failure,
the issue disappeared from campus
dialogue.

Student Body President Matt
Calabria remained neutral in the
debate last year and said the issue
has not been a priority for his
administration. “We tried it once,
and the students weighed in,” he
said. “The officers didn’t neces-
sarily think it was a good idea or a
priority at that point in time.”

Seth Dearmin, student body
president-elect, said that with new
leaders in place, a campuswide dia-
logue regarding the issue will come
up in debate. “It’s a discussion that
needs to promote everyone’s best
interests,” he said.

Contact the University Editor
at udesk@unc.edu.
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an entrepreneurial climate at UNC

The Carolina Entrepreneurial Initiative announces

MINOR IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP
FOR LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES STUDENTS

INFORMATION SESSION:

FEB. 24, 4:30 P.M.

GARDNER HALL, ROOM 211

Liberal arts and sciences students at UNC can explore the process of
transforming ideas — commercial, social, artistic or educational — into
reality in a new academic minor in Entrepreneurship beginning Fall 2005.

The minor is designed for undergraduates who wish to complement their
major by learning how to create ventures of all kinds. It provides two tracks:
business entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship.

The Minor in Entrepreneurship is offered by the Department of Economics
in the College of Arts and Sciences in collaboration with the Department of
City and Regional Planning, Kenan-Flagler Business School, Center for
Public Service and APPLES Service-Learning Program.

Learn more at www.unc.edu/cei/minor or contact:

Buck Goldstein

University Entrepreneur in Residence
(919) 843-3294
buck_goldstein@unc.edu

Diftering ideologies
divide dean search

The ideal leader
has 2 skill sets

BY KATHERINE EVANS
STAFF WRITER

It has been 25 years since
UNC’s School of Jéurnalism
and Mass Communication has
searched for a new leader.

During that time, enrollment
at the school has grown into
the second largest at UNC. The
school also is heralded as one of
the country’s best in journalism
education.

As the search for the new dean
draws to a close this week, leaders
are determining which candidate
has a vision that will direct future
developments and a past that will
best suit these needs.

Officials said choosing a leader
with experience in the field is not
a new occurrence at professional
schools, where both “real-world”
and academic prowess are essen-
tial to success.

“Over the last 50 years, there
have been moments when insti-
tutions will choose someone
from basically the profession as
opposed to an academic,” said
Thomas James, dean of the School
of Education and chairman of the
search committee.

Steve Jones, a former banking
chief executive officer, took the
position of dean at the Kenan-
Flagler Business School in 2003.
While Jones received his master’s
degree in business administration
from Harvard Business School,
the bulk of his experience came

from the business world, not aca-
demia.

“External deans have served
Kenan-Flagler well,” said Paul
Fulton, a member of UNC’s Board
of Trustees, who also served as
dean of the business school. “It
really depends on the way you see
the needs of the school. It’s not
just a pat categorical thing.”

Of the five candidates for the
journalism school deanship,
Alison Alexander, Jerry Baldasty
and Jeremy Cohen now hold posi-
tions at universities throughout
the country.

The resumes of the other two
prospects, Joel Brinkley and
Frank Denton, are dominated by
work in newspapers.

Denton worked as editor of the
Tampa Tribune for 11 months and
as editor of the Wisconsin State
Journal in Madison.

Brinkley, a UNC alumnus, won
a Pulitzer Prize for international
reporting in 1980 and has worked
for The New York Times since
1983.

But the expertise of the can-
didates is not necessarily limited
to either the professional or aca-
demic sector. Most candidates
have experience in both, regard-
less of their current professions.

“I think that most people who
are accomplished practitioners
have connections to universi-
ties, and many academics in a
professional school have some
(industry) experience in their
history,” Denton said. “It’s not a
pure black-and-white issue. It’s a
matter of looking at all the cre-
dentials.”

And the most appealing can-
didates, leaders said, will bring
both sets of experiences to the
position.

“The ideal candidate would be
to hire one with a Ph.D. who also
had professional experience,” said
journalism professor Chris Roush,
director of the Carolina Business
News Initiative and a member of
the search committee.

Candidates with predomi-
nantly academic backgrounds
and those with more professional
know-how would bring different
strengths.

“A professional would bring
real-world experience and exter-
nal contacts from the standpoint
of industry,” Fulton said. “On the
other hand, they’re not always
adept in challenging the academic
process.”

Provost Robert Shelton said
the issue is not the preference of
one set of experience more than
the other. Instead, he said, offi-
cials will look for someone who
can do it all. “It’s nof really an
either/or,” he said.

Officials also said that while a
candidate’s predominant back-
ground experience is a point of
consideration, it is not an ulti-
mately decisive issue.

“I think it’s more important
to look at the individual,” Fulton
said.

“There are terrific people on
both sides, and if they fit what
you want, they will override the
origin.”

Contact the University Editor
at udesk@unc.edu.

Student officials aim to
improve town relations

List shows campus priorities for town

BY JACKI SPIES

STARF WRITER

e overnment has set its
sights on eliminating the divide
between students and the town of
Chapel Hill.

In a list that outlines the top
10 student priorities for the town,
members of student government
have proposed various changes
that, they hope, will improve the
town’s relationship with UNC
students.

“The goal is that (the Chapel
Hill Town Council) will remember
student interest in these projects,”
Student Body Secretary James
Allred said. “We are concerned
that the council has become out of
touch with students.”

Top priorities include increas-
ing parking and improving lighting
around campus. The list suggests
that the council work with UNC’s
Department of Public Safety to
increase the number of blue emer-
gency lights, specifically around
Rosemary Street, and to examine.
pedestrian and bike traffic, espe-
cially on South Campus.

Affordable housing options,
downtown development and recy-
cling efforts on Franklin Street are

other issues student government is
highlighting.

“Some of these issues have been
coming up again and again,” said
Jeremy Spivey, town relations
chairman of student government.
“Some of these issues have required
a bit more thought, but all of them
have a tremendous impact on stu-
dent life”

The list also proposes that the
town work with the University to
review construction project pro-
posals more quickly and to effect
change to campus as efficiently as
possible.

This point disappointed
Town Council member Mark
Kleinschmidt, who said it reflects
the notion that students are
becoming “a mouthpiece for the
University’s construction office.”

He said he does not think it is
unreasonable for the town to ask
for an additional 30 days to review
construction proposal revisions
that relate to projects on the perim-
eters of campus.

The list also suggests that Chapel
Hill local government ought to
open positions for students on the
Town Council.

“This is important because cur-

rently there are no students on the
Town Council, so the connection
between students and the Town
Council is limited,” Spivey said.

Seth Dearmin, student body
president-elect, said he will try to
improve student-town relations by
working with Town Council mem-
bers to make sure that students are
more aware of what’s going on in
the town.

He also plans to encourage dia-
logue between Town Council mem-
bers and students.

Allred described student
government’s approach as “two-
pronged.”

Student government officials aim
to keep students informed about
the activities of the Town Council,
but they also said that they plan to
educate town officials about the
strong political force that students
could exercise in local politics.

Student government’s next move
will be to present the list to council
members by mail or e-mail, Spivey
said.

“I'm pretty confident that by the
time the next election cycle rolls
around, there will be a lot of dis-
cussions by prospective (council)
candidates about these issues.”

Contact the University Editor
at udesk @unc.edu.
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