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A NECESSARY PAUSE

Nor.th (.Jgrolina legislators should look at well-known breakdowns in
the judicial system to see that a moratorium on executions is needed.

moratorium is necessary to protect justice
while the state conducts a study to work out
tential problems with the death penalty.

The N.C. General Assembly would do well to pass
both measures to clear up problems in the judicial
system. The moratorium and the study are comple-
mentary and equally vital for ensuring a fair system.

The case against North Carolina’s judicial sys-
tem is a strong one. In the last year alone Charles
Walker’s execution was stayed for lack of reliable
evidence, Alan Gell had a death penalty conviction
dismissed with revelations of prosecutor abuse and
Darryl Hunt was released from life imprisonment
when DNA evidence proved his innocence.

The Senate bill now under deliberation proposes
a two-year halt on executions while the General
Assembly studies the current system.

Moratorium opponents fear that the measure would
axtend beyond the proposed two years, despite sunset
“lauses attached to the legislation. They advocate for
 investigation without a concurrent moratorium.

But the protection offered by the sunset clause

ensures that later officials will not abuse the enact-
ment of the moratorium.

Death penalty advocates easily could put legisla-
tors on the defensive if they tried to stretch the mora-
torium beyond its scheduled lifetime.

The concerns about injustice via the death penalty
are such that a moratorium is necessary for a study to
be effective. It would defeat the point of the study if
an innocent person were executed in that time.

The moratorium wouldn’t necessarily stop capi-
tal punishment permanently in North Carolina, but
simply offers a safeguard for the protection of the
rights of those that may be subjected to faulty laws
or practices. The General Assembly should approve
the moratorium in order to protect the validity and
effectiveness of the study.

Regardless of one’s position on capital punishment
itself, the greatest concern should be that innocent
people are not executed.

Capital punishment, without protection for the
innocent, shouldn't be considered acceptable for the
residents of North Carolina.

RESPONDING TO RAPE

students, residents and authorities should work together to ensure
hat recent events don't result in an atmosphere of fear on campus.

e rape that reportedly took place Wednesday
morning came on the heels of the Feb. 25
assault on Franklin Street. What's particu-

uly disturbing is that it was the fourth rape to be
sported since Jan. 1 — and that this number equals
1 total rapes reported during the entire fiscal year
002-03.

This fact highlights the need for every member of
1is community to be extra careful. People shouldn’t
st their lives be ruled by fear, but they must be rea-
onably cautious. It’s clear that it isn’t safe for people
»walk alone late at night or early in the morning on
ranklin Street and in some nearby areas — includ-
1g parts of campus.

In this case, the woman who was attacked reported
1e incident. There are a number of understandable
:asons why many people who are sexually assaulted
0 not go to the authorities — but if the police don’t
now that a rape or sexual assault has taken place,
1ey won'’t be able to take steps to investigate the
rime and to bring perpetrators to justice.

Even if people decide not to report rapes or sexual
ssaults, they should look into various tools that are

available to help them recover emotionally and psy-
chologically from the incidents.

The National Sexual Assault Hotline (1-800-656-
HOPE) is maintained by the Rape, Abuse & Incest
National Network. The hotline provides free, confi-
dential counseling at any time of day or night.

The Orange County Rape Crisis Center has two
locations — including one at 825-A Estes Drive,
which can be contacted at (919) 968-4647. To learn
more about the center, visit http://www.ocrec.org.

As a result of the recent Franklin Street attacks,
town officials should act quickly.

They must work with the Chapel Hill Police
Department to fill vacant officer positions and to
increase police presence downtown. Money is tight,
but the safety of town residents should be the high-
est priority.

Chapel Hill is still a wonderful town. It’s still a
great place to live, work, play and learn. But it is just
as vulnerable to the undesirable elements that practi-
cally every large community has to handle. Students
and residents alike must consider taking extra steps
to protect themselves from those elements.

INELIGIBLE VOTERS

VAR S e

Veighborhoods considered for ann

s

exation deserve a say, but residents

houldn’t be allowed to vote in elections that might not affect them.

lections are certainly a time when politicians
Ecan advocate for or against actions. But giving

out-of-town residents a vote isn’t an appropri-
te way to fight municipal change.

If the N.C. General Assembly passes a bill sub-
iitted by Rep. Bill Faison, D-Orange, it might turn
ame town elections into highly politicized, single-
isue polls on annexation.

The measure would require that unincorporated
esidents get a vote for every seat on a town’s govern-

a town’s governing body.

Under Faison’s plan, any successful anti-annexa-
tion candidate would have to rely heavily on unin-
corporated constituents’ votes.

By this method, if an annexation actually were
halted, towns would get stuck with elected officials
that were voted in by nonresidents.

Representative Cary Allred, R-Alamance, is a co-
sponsor of Faison'’s resolution, but he’s also backing a
more reasonable solution that would require a refer-
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“Victory is sweetest when you've known defeat.”
MALCOM FORBES, FORMER PUBLISHER, FORBES MAGAZINE
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COMMENTAR?Y

Only Libertarians talk about
‘choice’ in a consistent way

T‘he abortion issue was in the
news again Friday when
the United States withdrew
its demand that a United Nations
declaration on women's equality
state that it did not guarantee the
right to abortion.

Though I don’t wish to address
the debate that occurred on abor-
tion at the United Nations last
week, I did want to answer the
question: What do Libertarians
think about abortion?

It's somewhat of a tricky ques-
tion, because there is no official
Libertarian Party position in this
case. Libertarians, like many
Americans, are divided on the issue.

Even though we use the terms
“pro-choice” and “pro-life” in the
abortion debate, they are mislead-
i , politicians who support
a woman’s “right to choose” don’t
let those same women choose
whether or not to use drugs,
whether or not to drop out of
Social Security or where they send
their kids to school. They're pro-
choice on one issue only.

Most pro-life politicians have
no problem with the govern-
ment ending the lives of innocent
people who were never a threat to
us when it goes around the world
bombing other countries. They're

PHILIP HENSLEY
LIBERTARIAN STEEZE

For one, the government has
no constitutional authority over
abortion. Even if you think that
abortion is murder, well, the U.S.
Constitution doesn't give the
government the authority to act
against it. Libertarians especially
agree that abortions shouldn’t
be funded through tax money,
because why should a person have
to pay for someone else’s abortion?

Personally, I think that abortion
is wrong, because I don’t know
where else life could begin besides
at conception. And it is precisely
because I am against abortion
that I would never want the gov-
ernment on my side in this debate.

Government isn’t good at any-
thing it does. The war on poverty
didn’t reduce poverty, and the war
on drugs didn’t reduce drug use. In
fact, it made problems worse. So
‘why would a government war on
abortion be any different? Former

what is right and wrong for all.

Politicians will never actually do
anything about abortion, because
they know that if they solved the
problem, you wouldn’t continue to
give them your time and money to
“fight” for your stance.

In the end, I would think that
all of us want fewer abortions.
Yet unlike Republicans and
Democrats, Libertarians want to
find real ways to achieve that goal.
They want less restrictive adop-
tion laws, private and voluntary
educational efforts that show
women alternatives to abortion
and the end of any law that allows
people the opportunity to evade
the consequences of their actions.

The real abortion debate isn’t
about a woman'’s right to privacy
or a fetus’ right to life. If you're
trying to get laws against abortion
passed, you're wasting your time
and money. You're just pretending
to do something about abortion.

Laws against abortion won't
reduce abortions. Imagine that,
after a lifetime of begging, the
government finally outlawed
abortion. Wouldn't you feel disap-
pointed when unborn children
still were being killed?

So you need to decide what
you really want. Do you just
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