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BY BRIAN HUDSON struction and planning, said officials the information from the contractor. Universityand T.A. Loving have refused ancy that forced the company into the
MANAGING EDITOR

still are gathering all information to
assess the situation.

“We’re working through legal
counsel here to look at the claim and
then try to resolve it appropriately,”
he said.

“And at this point we don’t have all

We're in an evaluation phase.”

When the University began reno-
vating the Medical Sciences Research
Building in August 2003, Southern
Site was hired to demolish the interior
of the building.

But according to the lawsuit, the

financial red.

“They couldn’t pay their own sub-
contractor and material men because
they had, in turn, not been paid by the
University,” Unti said. “Bottom lin€

SEE SOUTHERN SITE, PAGE 5

to pay the company in full, forcing
Southern Site to file for bankruptcy in
June.

The lawsuit claims that the $369,000
Southern Site received for the demoli-
tion is actually $160,000 less than the
value of its work — an alleged discrep-

_ A former construction subcontractor has filed a law-
suit against the University, alleging that UNC forced the
company to declare bankruptcy last summer.

Southern Site & Environmental officials claim that
the University and T.A. Loving, UNC’s general con-
tractor, exhibited deceptive trade practices, fraud and
breach of contract, according to a lawsuit filed earlier
this month.

- The company hopes to acquire between $2 million
and $3 million in the suit, said Mike Unti, the lawyer
representing Southern Site.

University officials declined to comment on specific

llegations in the lawsuit.

AUGUST 2003

Southern Site & Environmental is
awarded the interior demolition
job in the Medical Sciences

THE HISTORY OF
SOUTHERN SITE &
ENVIRONMENTAL AT
THE UNIVERSITY

MARCH 2004

N.C. Department of Environment
and Natural Resources begins an
investigation into allegations of

JUNE 2004

SS&E files for bankruptcy protection
under Chapter 11. Company officials
announce their intent to file a

JANUARY 2005

The U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Eastern
North Carolina orders SS&E to file a
civil action within 120 days regarding

- Bruce Runberg, associate vice chancellor for con-

Research Building renovation.

hazardous chemicals at the site.

lawsuit against the University.

their contract complaints.

BOYS OF SUMMER

reshman pitcher Tyler Trice is unable to stop the
Georgia Tech onslaught in the eighth inning of an 8-1

. loss. Although the Heels lost the final game, they won
the team’s first series against the Yellow Jackets since 2001,
setting a new record at Boshamer Stadium with 32 wins at

~ DTHIISAAC SANDLIN

home this season. The previous record was 30 wins, reached
both in 2000 and 1993. “That’s a great accomplishment for
our players,” said UNC coach Mike Fox. The two close victo-
ries against Ga. Tech should build the team’s confidence in
the postseason, he said. For the full story, please see page 9.

ANALYSIS

BY WHITNEY ISENHOWER
STAFF WRITER

Universities across the country
are searching in places besides
state legislatures for dollars to
run their schools, and many don’t
want the state or an overarching
board to have a say in it.

A provision in the N.C. Senate
budget would allow both UNC-
Chapel Hill and N.C. State
University to follow the emerging
trend of schools setting their own
tuition rates.

As the two largest schools in
the UNC system, discussion about
how to properly fund the state’s
research universities led to talks
about tuition autonomy.

But other systems also have
implemented tuition autonomy
policies to better meet individual
university needs, and officials
warn that the move doesn’t solve
all tuition problems.

The University of Virginia has
utilized a tuition-autonomous
approach.

But the Virginia legislature still
places freezes and caps that make
planning long-term tuition rates

difficult, said Melody Bianchetto,

Universities
assess tuition

Tuition autonomy is a national issue

director of the budget for UVa.

“It’s very unpredictable when
it’s not consistently applied,”
she said. “By knowing that the
state won’t come in and change
us every year it makes us able to
plan.”

Recent legislation could allow
even greater and more concrete
tuition autonomy for its univer-
sities.

The Virginia General Assembly
passed amendments to the Higher
Education Restructuring Bill in
April that allow three different
levels of autonomy based on the
institutions’ financial capabilities.

The schools also could outline
six-year plans for tuition and fee
ideas.

“We're hoping with autonomy
(tuition) can become more consis-
tent and predictable,” Bianchetto
said.

The University of Texas system
implemented a tuition autonomy
policy in 2003.

Don Davis, associate director
of the office of student finan-
cial services at the University of

SEE AUTONOMY, PAGE 5
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