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El Centro sees silver lining
BY MEGHAN DAVIS
ASSISTANT CITY EDITOR

The summer proved tumultuous
for one local nonprofit, but its part-
ners foresee smoother sailing in the
near future.

Since 2000, El Centro Latino
has served as a resource center for
Orange County’s Latino population

estimated at 4.5 percent of the
county’s total population, accord-
ing to U.S. Census data.

But in recent months, the cen-
ter has scrambled to maintain its
financial viability, lost its executive
director and decided to move into
a smaller space.

“It’sone of those times oftran-
sition,” said Ben Balderas, senior
program director.

Since the departure of Tina
Siragusa, El Centro’s execu-
tive director of only 10 months,
Balderas has stepped up to fulfill
her duties, planning programs and
being the center’s ambassador to
the community.

And those involved with El
Centro are grateful for his leader-
ship during the changeover.

Winkie La Force, chairwoman
of the center’s board ofdirectors,
said she is pleased with Balderas’
management. “I feel great about
the center right now,” she said.

El Centro plans to move to 110

W. Main St. in Carrboro, just a few
blocks from its current Lloyd Street
location, by mid-November.

The Main Street building is
owned by the Inter-Faith Council
for Social Service, which will
remain at that location.

“Ithink being with IFC is a real-
lygreat partnership,” La Force said.
“Ithink the fact that often times we
have similar clients, so we can help
IFC with any language issues.”

While El Centro’s tight budget
remains worrisome, the center is
ready to solve its financial situation.

A mailing went out to the com-
munity Thursday, Balderas said.

“It’sanother way to raise a little
money as well as to promote our
membership drive,”La Force said.

La Force said the center plans to
meet with several of its other spon-
sors the towns of Chapel Hill
and Carrboro and Orange County

to discuss budget issues.
“We are invitingthe county, both

cities and Smart Start to update
them on our funding and our
finances,” she said.

The county has not released its
funding to El Centro, said Assistant
County Manager Gwen Harvey.

“Ameeting is being pulled togeth-
er as quickly as possible,” she said.
“(The county) fullyintends to work
as closely as possible with them.”

None ofthe center’s other spon-
sors have held back funds.

Balderas said the Orange County
Partnership for Young Children

the county’s Smart Start agency
is “fullybehind” the center, as

are Carrboro and Chapel Hill.
“We didn’t hold the funding,”

said Holly Grant, assistant com-
munity and economic development
director in Carrboro. “That was one
ofthe first checks I wrote.”

Chapel Hill Finance Director
Kay Johnson also said her depart-
ment has not withheld any bind-
ing. “They have had a clean audit
every year forfour years,” she said.

El Centro has notyet been forced
to cut any ofits programs.

Balderas added that El Centro
plans to continue, its after-school
program at McDougle Elementary
School and that there is inter-
est in starting a kindergarten to
fifth-grade program at Scroggs
Elementary School.

“It’ssuch a great service to the
folks at those schools, continuing
with their Spanish,” La Force said.

El Centro’s next large scale event

will be a statewide soccer tourna-
ment Sept. 24 and Sept. 25 at
Chapel Hill High School.

Contact the City Editor
at citydesk@unc.edu.

Rapes defy general N.C. crime trends
BY SETH PEAVEY
STAFF WRITER

North Carolina has become a
safer place to live in many ways,
but the state still has room for
improvement, according to the
latest annual summary report from
the N.C. attorney general’s office.

Overall, the state crime rate
decreased by 2.9 percent last year.
Still, not all the statistics changed
for the better.

Reported rapes were up by 7.5
percent, and arsons increased by
4.4 percent.

But property crimes, which
include burglary, larceny and motor
vehicle theft, fell by 3.1 percent
statewide. Robberies and aggravat-
ed assaults also decreased, while the
murder rate remained unchanged.

“Our hard work to keep North
Carolina safe is showing progress,”
said N.C. Attorney General Roy
Cooper in a press release Tliesday.

The statewide trend in crime rates
also can be seen in Chapel Hill.

“Robberies have decreased
and aggravated assaults have
decreased,” said Jane Cousins, a
spokeswoman for the Chapel Hill
Police Department. “Total property
crimes have decreased.”

But 12 rapes already have been
reported in Chapel Hill this year
compared to seven during the same
time period last year, Cousins said.

However, these numbers might
be deceiving.

“Idon’t think the number ofrapes
has increased,” said Monika Johnson
Hostler, executive director ofthe N.C.
Coalition Against Sexual Assault. “I
think that reporting has increased.”

There are more than 70 rape cri-
sis centers throughout the state that
provide information and counseling,
but many women still are hesitant to
step forward, she said. “Istill think
the vast majority don’t report it.”

Another problem is rapists often
are not convicted or face minimal
jail time and soon are back out on
the streets, Hostler said.

Cooper said he is hoping to deal
with this problem by pushing to
expand the use ofDNA technology
in identifying sexual offenders.

But he also warned that North
Carolina is facing more problems
than were reflected in the report.

“Child predators are stalking
our children on the Internet while
methamphetamine production and
use endangers our communities and
families,” Cooper said in the release.

While Cousins said meth use has
not yet become a big problem in
Chapel Hill, production is up else-
where in thestate. Police have busted
251 meth labs this year, up from just
nine during all 0f1999.

Contact the State £fNational
Editor at stntdesk@unc.edu.

University opens commuter lots
BY KATHERINE HOLLANDER
STAFF WRITER

Four University commuter park-
ing lots now are open to the public
as University officials attempt to

alleviate pressure from increased
gas prices.

“North Carolina is going through
a statewide belt-tightening in
terms of fuel,” said Randy Young,
spokesman for the Department of
Public Safety.

The new 550-space Chatham
park-and-ride lot, located two
miles south ofSoutbem Village on
N.C. 15-501, opened to the public
Tuesday.

The Franklin Street lot near the
Masonic Lodge, the Friday Center
lot offN.C. 54 and the P lot on the
corner ofEstes Drive and Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard opened
for all to use Thursday.

Prior to the changes in acces-
sibility, all of the lots required
Commuter Alternative Program
permits.

UNC officialssaid increasing the
spots available to the general pub-
lic will reduce the number avail-
able to students, faculty and staff

encouraging them to seek alter-
native means of transportation to

campus.
“Most people in the University

community and the outside com-
munity understand that we’re
under constraints,” Young said.
“You just have to turn on the TV
and see why.”

Graduate and Professional
Student Federation President
Mike Brady said he believes these
changes are the right move at this
time.

“With the state facing critical
fuel shortages we must make every
effort to conserve what is available
and to encourage more efficient
modes of transportation,” he said.

Although Brady said the opening
of CAP lots will make parking more
difficultfor graduate students and
University and hospital staff, he
said he believes people will respond
in a compassionate manner.

“Ithink people understand that
this is a temporary solution to a very
serious issue,” he said. “Hopefully
this will remind the entire campus
community to be more aware of
their energy consumption and to
find creative solutions.”

Young said he has not heard any
complaints, but plans to respond to
any feedback to the changes.

“We want to help as many peo-
ple of the community as possible
in this time of need,” he said. “All
opinions are welcome.”

Young said there is not a con-
firmed date for the CAP lots to
return to requiring permits.

In the meantime, UNC offi-
cials are encouraging commut-
ers to take advantage of public
transportation opportunities pro-
vided by the state and University

including Triangle Transit
Authority, the Zipcar program
and carpooling.

TTA Director of Community
Resources John Tallmadge said
that TTA and UNC have teamed
up and created a discount opportu-
nity for UNC students, faculty and
staff to purchase a 30-day pass for
$lO per month. The passes can be
bought at the DPS office on South
Campus.

Tallmadge also said for this week
only, TTAis offering free fare for
express service from the downtown
Raleigh or the North Carolina State
Fairgrounds bus stops to the UNC
Student Union.

Contact the University Editor
at udesk@unc.edu.
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THE Daily Crossword By Philip J. Anderson

ACROSS
1 Sch. near Harvard
4 Highland plant
9 Keyboard comic Victor
14 Docs' group
15 Bonehead
16 Stay away from
17 Had a mishap in the

supermarket?
20 Luau dances
21 Improve
22 School collar
23 Seventh planet
26 Camera letters
29 Aachen article
30 Battery terminal
31 Of the ear
32 Homeric epic
33 Bear witness
35 Had a mishap at the

laundry?
38 Photographer Parer
39 Archibald and

Thurmond

58 Olds model
59 Min. fraction
60 Storage box
61 Cut corners
62 Either part of a fly?

DOWN
1 Squashed

2 Attribute
3 Tux adjuster
4 Hodges and Gerard
5 Grand poem
6 Freed
7 Drunkard
8 Fuel ingredient
9 Hot tomatoes?

10 Hot box
11 Car with a rumble seat
12 Rummy call
13 O'Neill and Sullivan
18 PC group
19 Aussie bird

23 Alliance
24 Jeffers’" Stallion”

40 Traveler's stops
41 Relevant: Lat.
42 E. Bilko or J.

Friday
45 tai cocktail
46 Old Chevy model
48 1934-35

Heavyweight
champ

49 Recto's opposite
51 Medicinal shrub
52 Had a mishap at

the sewing shop?
57 Exposes
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25 Book supplements
27 Itemize
28 New Gl
30 Der (Adenauer)
31 Elevator man?
32 Mother of Horus
33 Daisy relative
34 Those folk
35 Turner of "Madame X"
36 Indiscriminate con-

sumer
37 Rani's dress
38 Poorly lit
41 Hilo hellos

42 Most rational
43 Artistic subdivisions
44 Stupefied state
46 Brittany port
47 NYC hrs.
48 Wager
50 Earns with great effort
51 Halt
52 U.K. channel
53 Team cheer
54 Rockies grazer
55 Louvre Pyramid

designer
56 Limb
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Are you Morgan Stanley?

WE INVITE YOU TO FIND OUT.
Morgan Stanley is a global community dedicated to achievement. We help corporations,
governments and others to solve the most complex problems in finance, including restructuring,
mergers and acquisitions, and privatizations. From conference room to trading floor, we can show
you a career from different angles. And we’ll put you side by side with the best in the business-
people who challenge your thinking and who listen when you challenge theirs.

Sound interesting? Then Morgan Stanley might just be the right place for you.

INVESTMENT BANKING PRESENTATION VISIT AND APPLY ONLINE AT
Thursday, September 8, 6:30 p.m. www.morganstanley.com/careers
239-B Hanes Hall

Morgan Stanley
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