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explain the exact course of events as
it happened, but have failed judg-
ing by some of the portrayals in
the media and the misconceptions
many still carry in relation to the
entire brouhaha.

To avoid a competition for good
press, we issued our final state-
ment on the details of the situation
Friday. (It’s posted on my blog on
the Web site — http://apps.daily-
tarheel.com/blogs/editor.php.)

This column is a more loosely
worded version of that.

Bandes was not dismissed
because of the content of her col-
umn or because it sparked an out-
rage that could be quantified as the
largest in our history. (Our Web site
hits on Friday beat the day after
last April’s national championship
as the most we've ever had.)

She was not dismissed because
someone on staff may hold differ-
ent ideological views than her own.

She was not dismissed because
of the content of any previous col-
umns; because of prior employer
relations; or to avoid being sued.

Bandes was let go because she
violated the two things we value
most as a newspaper.

Her column was gathered inac-
curately and, because of poor quote

selection and placement in the body
of the article, her column was an
inaccurate reflection of her sources
— an act against which we have a
zero-tolerance policy. The misrep-
resentation caused her sources to
receive death threats, and it cast
theirviewsin a false light. It deserved
immediate and severe action.

Some would argue the content
was in poor taste. But the issue in
dismissing her was that the brand
of journalism employed in writing
the column was in poor taste.

Since the dismissal, some have
called me an opponent of the First
Amendment and a censor but
to use the phrase I seem to have
repeated 24 hours a day since the
column ran: ‘Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.

I stand behind the decision to
run Bandes’ column on the prin-
ciple that our columnists are free
to publish their own commentary
so long as it is accurate and fair.

Were the column to have been
about the racial profiling of anoth-
er group or a similarly incendiary
topic, people have asked me, would
we have run it?

The answer is yes — as long as it
was accurate, fair and relevant.

I do not have to agree with the
content of columns to run them.
We establish standards for column
writing and topic selection during

the hiring process. Basically: free
reign but remember the audience.

I concern myself with whether
columns, like everything else, are
fairly reported and accurate.

Bandes failed on both of these
accounts.

She used quotes out of context
and linked them — in the most
direct way via the word ‘that’ —
with her own commentary which
the sources had not agreed to and
do not agree with.

She misrepresented the goal of
her column in gathering it. Is it OK
to change the angle of a story once
you've begun to report something?
Yes, we do it all the time. In this
situation we found that the column
was gathered in a deceptive way.

But not all the blame rests with
Bandes.

Coletta did ask her in editing
the column if the now controver-
sial sections that link her thoughts
with her sources were “fair.”

The only other option would
have been to call her sources.

Micromanaging our staffers but
assuring that red flags check out is
a tight line to walk.

I come down on the side of trust
— that we have to trust our staffers
to bring us the correct information
in the fairest way. It doesn't always
happen but I have to send that mes-
sage, until that trust is violated.

And that’s why last Wednesday
Coletta and I skipped all classes
and spoke with Bandes’ sources and
Bandes, investigating the claims
that the piece was inaccurate.

We found that it was and the
decision was then made that she
would be dismissed. She chose to
be dismissed instead of resigning
— achoice that would have allowed
her one last column.

Thus it happened, and now we
move on. We move on with the
experience of becoming the focus
of a national media craze. We move
on after losing many readers and
being disowned by many alumni.

We move on with the knowledge
that when we mess up, we have to
’fess up. We move on with more
tools to prevent this sort of thing
from happening again.

We hope you stay with us.

Contact Ryan Tuck
at retuck @email.unc.edu.
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and I didn’t make the final decisions
until later in the summer;” she said.
George Rabinowitz, a professor
of political science, also was late in
ordering.
“I'try to survey what’s out there,”
he said. “I often wind up with stuff
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An intense performer with a

tenor lan Bostridge has rapidly

penetrating stage presence, British

nothing detracts from the beauty of his tone
and his enormous range of vocal expression...
his capacity for stillness makes the quiet moments.. breathtakmg

IAN BOSTRIDGE

I've used before, but I spend most
of the summer looking for other
options.”

While students benefit from
having the best available text-
books, they also pay the price for
the search.

Craig Oates, a sophomore biol-
ogy major, echoed the sentiments
of several students who said find-
ing the perfect book was not worth
the inflated price.

“The professor can teach just as
well as the book can,” he said. “You
don’t really need a top-of-the-line
textbook to go with it

For those professors who wish
to keep seeking out better books,
Rabinowitz has words of wisdom.

He said he takes advantage of new
edition release years to look at other
books. The students would need to
buy a new book either way that year,
so that is the best time to search.

Textbook companies are anoth-
er contributor to high book costs,
Hanner said.

Packaging books with work-
books, lab manuals, CD-ROMs and
frequently issuing new editions
contribute to high book prices.

Contact the University Editor
at udesk@unc.edu.
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hopes to continue its relief efforts.

“We are exploring possible ways
to stay involved in the relief effort,
but we're just not sure yet.”

Julia Shalen, co-chairwoman of
Student Government’s public ser-
vice and advocacy committee, said
the relief effort was successful and
that she is pleased to see so many
organizations come together.

Representatives from the Alpha
Epsilon Pi fraternity, College
Republicans, Young Democrats
and various athletes aided in
Carolina Katrina Relief.

“This is a good example of a lot of
different organizations being able
to come together,” Shalen said.

She added that all the programs
for raising money have been a learn-
ing process for how to coordinate
effective programs on short notice.

“We've tried to put together the
best events possible with the amount
of time,” Shalen said. “Anything
would go better if we had more time
to prepare for”

Contact the University Editor
at udesk @unc.edu.
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shelter have a long-term plan.

She said many of the people at
the shelter now are deciding what
to do, and the staff will help them as
needed. “We're assigning case man-
agers to deal with them personally,”
Martin said.

Social workers and case managers
will make sure shelter residents have
filed for all available benefits and
have found housing before leaving,
according to a Friday press release.

While some people were able to
obtain their own housing, there are
a few options for those can't.

Martin said people have donat-
ed extra homes or apartments for
people to use temporarily.

They also are working to help
people who plan to return to the Gulf
Coast area find ways to sign shorter
leases on apartments or houses.

And, if necessary, the Red Cross
will be able to house people in area
hotels.

Brown said the goal is to get peo-
pleback on the road to self-sufficien-
cy and living on their own again.

“No one will be put out on the
street, let me assure you of that,” she
said. “People will be taken care of.”

Contact the State & National
Editor at stntdesk @unc.edu.
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good,” she said. “The community
at large can’t always keep up with
everything.”

Ryan said that in Carrboro, the
endorsements of the Independent
Weekly and the Sierra Club —
which saw all their selections suc-
ceed in 2003 — will pack the most
punch on Election Day.

“Alot of people in Carrboro have
the Indy in their hand,” she said.
“Those groups are two big players
(here)”

Endorsed candidates will benefit
from group affiliates eager to canvass
the area in hopes of picking up more
votes as well as name recognition.

“It can be very effective to have
people campaigning for you,”
Kleinschmidt said. “I could start
today and not stop until Election
Day and still not talk to every voter.”

But the value an endorsement
carries must also be weighed with
tangible advertisements — signs
and brochures.

“To some, endorsements are invis-
ible ... but you have to work for them.
You have to have a track record,”
Raymond, a member of Chapel Hill's
Technology Board, said.

Though candidates go after as
many endorsements as possible,
Kleinschmidt said shifting prin-
ciples to appease a group can kill
a campaign’s credibility.

“It’s tempting for novice politi-
cians to do that,” he said. “(But) I
hope, for their sake and for the sake
of Chapel Hill, they don’t do that.”

The student body vote, viewed by
some candidates as a sleeping giant,
could take a cue from University-
based activist groups such as
SPCH, led by former Student Body
President candidate Tom Jensen.

“I think the key thing (behind the
SPCH endorsement) is that it pro-
vides candidates with volunteers,”
Jensen said. “You really need a big
force out knocking on doors.”

Two years ago the group backed
the successful campaigns of both
Strom and Greene.

But do student groups’ endorse-
ments have clout?

“People say, ‘That candidate must
be really good to draw the attention
of students,” Jensen said.

Kleinschmidt said the group, as
an early major endorsement, sets
the bar for many other groups.

“Although they look at things
through a student’s lens, they have
a broad appeal,” he said.

Contact the City Editor
at citydesk@unc.edu.

The Carolina Center
for Jewish Studies
presents

Free Public Lecture
Thursday, September 22, 7:30 p.m.
Hanes Art Center Auditorium

Parking available in Swain lot on Cameron Ave

WE WRITE THE BOOKS
WE WANT TO READ:
THE COMPELLING
JEWISH NARRATIVE

An exploration of topics ranging from
ultra Orthodox society and Sephardic
history to American Jewish immigrants
and settlers, and more.

Jerusalem

Playwright and novelist in

ccjs.unc.edu, (919) 962-1509

Her play, “Women'’s Minyan,”

- will be performed on campus
Oct. 14-30. For more information
call (919) 843-3865.

M COLLEGE OF

ARTS & SCIENCES
Ragen’s visit and lecture are made possible
" by a grant from the Charles H. Revson
Foundation in honor of Eli N. Evans, ‘58.

become one of classical music's
finest singers, making several
notable recordings ranging from
German Lieder (influenced by
Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau) to French
songs, Britten and Vaughan
Williams. The evening's
performance features an all-
Schubert program and Bostridege is
joined on piano by Julius Drake.
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Tuesday, September 20
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Chapel Hill
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