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City schools parents

leap at new program

BY KYLE BILLINGS
STAFF WRITER

Some of the best and bright-
est of the area’s young minds now
have another outlet for the shaping

. and molding of their potential, one

which has delighted parents and
teachers so far.

About five months after the
Learning Environment for Advanced
Programming was phased back into
the sixth- and seventh-grades, it is
being met with accolades from par-
ents and administrators alike.

Carol Horne, gifted program
curriculum coordinator for
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools,
explained in a presentation Tuesday
night at Smith Middle School the
logistics of LEAP.

The program is geared toward kids
who have “demonstrated extraordi-
nary levels of intellectual potential
and academic achievement found
in the top 1 percent of the national
population in reading and math,”
according to Horne’s presentation.

Previously offered only to fourth-

. and fifth-graders, the program now

is available at Smith to all eligible
district students in sixth- and sev-
enth-grades. And by the 2006-07
school year, eighth-graders will get

“It’s hard to operate with a wide
range of students in the class,” he
said. “It fulfills the district’s mis-
sion of meeting each child’s poten-
tial in every classroom.”

Holub said it is almost impos-
sible for teachers to instruct each
student at his or her own proficien-
cy level in a class, and that LEAP
provides an efficient way of teach-
ing the most talented kids.

Tuesday’s information session
focused on availability and which
children qualify for the program.
Horne explained that a committee
decides entrance based on aptitude
or achievement — students take
the Naglieri Non-Verbal Aptitude
Test as one indicator.

Only those who score in the 97th
percentile or higher on both the
reading and math portions of the
test are eligible for the program.

Horne said many parents who
have children who qualified for the
program might choose not to leave
their individual school, adding that
each system school had a “thriving,
excellent gifted program.”

One concern about LEAP is that
students might be isolated from
the rest of the school population,
which might prove detrimental.

on a $5 million research project
for the U.S. Army, said there were
legitimate national security con-
cerns.

with their LEAP classmates but
attend three electives that allow
them to follow an avenue of learn-
ing of their choice, she added.

“Above all, they are Smith stu-
dents, not LEAP students,” she said.

Boyd Blackburn, a math and
social studies teacher in the pro-
gram, agreed.

“In the middle school, they aren’t
isolated,” he said. “It’s a good mix.
I would not describe them as iso-
lated, and I don’t think they feel
isolated either”

So far, Reinhardt said the instal-
lation of the program into middle
school has progressed smoothly.

“There’s a lot of healthy learn-
ing,” she said. “There were a couple
of bumps in the beginning, but the
kids and parents are pleased.”

Holub admitted how satisfied he
was with the program so far.

“I think the district did an out-
standing job of recruiting teachers
and putting together a curriculum,”
he said. “They are very committed
to making the entire LEAP pro-
gram a success.”

Contact the City Editor
at citydesk @unc.edu.

HELPING HAND

DTHILEAH GRONNING

he holiday season abounded in Carmichael Residence Hall on Thursday night as

sophomore Andrew Hurd helps his “little buddy,” 8-year-old Breanna Lee, make

Christmas cards from construction paper and markers. Hurd’s efforts are part of
the Big Buddy commitee of Campus Y, one of the service group’s largest components, which
pairs UNC students with Chapel Hill and Carrboro children in mentor relationships.
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