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unday’s Commencement ceremony ca.ptured.
the spirit of the Carolina experience for 5,377
graduates and tens of thousands of excited

family members.

Wendy Kopp, founder of Teach for America,
delivered the Commencement address.
Kopp emphasized the graduates’ opportunities

to achieve great things.

“You have been so privileged to attend such a
rich and warm institution, one with such a strong
ethos of achievement and service, and I know it
has equipped you with the knowledge and the val-
ues to lead rewarding lives,” she said. “It is inspir-
ing to sense the potential in this stadium.”

She also honed in on the importance of pub-
lic service — a common theme throughout the

graduation ceremony.

“The world needs your inexperience,” she said.
“It needs you before you accept the status quo,
before you are plagued by the knowledge of what

is impossible.”

Kopp’s speech ended a long discussion among
students that dated back to the November
announcement of her selection as speaker. This
week, many students — including student leaders
— vocalized their disappointment in her speech.

Chancellor James Moeser has ultimate control
over the Commencement speaker pick, though he

is advised by a committee of senior
marshals.

“There’s nothing we can do,”
said class of 2006 marshal Meghan
Campbell. “It’s pretty much at the
whim of whatever the chancellor
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Student Body President James
Allred also expressed sentiments
commonly held among students.

“I'm hoping for someone a little
different next year,” he said. “I think
she focused almost exclusively

be to decrease the length of the
ceremony — a move that would
encourage graduates to pay atten-
tion to any speaker for the duration
of an address.

At 96 minutes, Sunday’s ceremony

the graduation. He shouldn’t have
to do that”

Moeser quipped about Duke
University’s disappointment with
the morning’s Carolina blue sky
and joined graduates in chanting

DTHIGALEN CLARKE

Above: Mother's Day signs dotted the sea of Carolina blue graduation robes worn by the class of 2006 at the Commencement cerefnony held in Kenan
Stadium on Sunday morning. Below: Graduate Brandon Henderickson gets sworn in as a second lieutenant while his family looks on by the Old Well.

wants.” on her own experience, and some was the shortest in recorded Carolina  the words “Tar Heels” during the

On a more personal note, students felt it wasn't tailored for history, Allred said. climax of the ceremony.

Campbell added that she wasn’t them.” “Nobody was paying attention,” “Graduates, this is my charge
compelled by Kopp’s address. He noted several possibilities for  said graduate Shelley Basinger. to you,” he said. “Heed the magic.

“Iapplaud her on her accomplish- ~ improving the ceremony as a whole, “I was really more impressed Drink one more time from the Old
ments and life,” Campbell said. “But  including moving it to the Smith by Chancellor Moeser’s speech at  Well”
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