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Good impression left by ND
BY BRIANA GORMAN
SENIOR WRITER

SOUTH BEND, Ind. lt’s not
every day that North Carolina gets to
play against one ofthe most storied
football programs in the country.

Notre Dame boasts 11 national
championships, seven Heisman
TVophy winners, fiveCollege Football
Hall ofFame coaches, the second
highest winning percentage in his-
tory at 74 and ofcourse, the classic
sports movie, “Rudy.”

With football ranking above
almost everything but God at the
Catholic university, it was no won-
der that the Tar Heels felt a little
extra motivated Saturday when they
stepped onto the field ofNotre Dame
Stadium infront 0f80,795 people.

“Ialways told myself, ‘Iwant to
play very hard because Iknow it’s a
great football school’ and just tried
to come out and perform to the best
of my ability,” said wide receiver
Hakeem Nicks, who had a career-
high six catches for 171 yards and
two touchdowns in the 45-26 loss.

Nicks said the team visited the
College Football Hall ofFame on
Friday, which got them thinking
about the pageantry ofNotre Dame
even more.

But Nicks wasn’t the only player
to be aware of the significance of
playing the Fighting Irish. After

the game freshman cornerback
Jermaine Strong found Irish quar-
terback and Heisman TVophy can-
didate, Brady Quinn, to congratu-
late him on the win. Strong said the
two spoke briefly, and Quinn told
him to keep his head up and keep
working hard.

“It’sa dream come true,” Strong
said. “Asa little kid you watch
Notre Dame, you know about
Notre Dame. You never dream
about coming to play in the stadi-
um against the coach from the New
England Patriots. It’s just a dream
come true.”

Connor no longer perfect

Junior kicker Connor Barth had
not one, but two field goals blocked
by the Fighting Irish, which ended
his streak of43 consecutive extra
points. Barth’s last missed PAT
was also blocked in the 2004 game
against Duke.

“We did not do a great jobin those
A-gaps in protection, and we also,
I believe, had a couple lowkicks,”
head coach John Bunting said.
“Talked with Connor about that on
the field a littlebit. Ithink they were
low kicks. But also, we knew that
they were bringing great pressure.
TVemendous effort by those Notre
Dame defenders in those A-gaps on
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North Carolina true freshman Hakeem Nicks shakes his defender en route
to his second of as many touchdowns against Notre Dame on Saturday.

their field goal blocks."

UNC winless in South Bend

Saturday was the 17th meeting
between UNC and Notre Dame,
but the Tar Heels still have yet to
win in South Bend. UNC’s only vic-
tory in the series was a 12-7 deci-
sion in 1960 at Kenan Stadium.

But the four touchdowns the Tar

Heels did score in the 45-26 rout
were significant because it was the
first time they have scored in Notre
Dame Stadium since 1962. In the
previous three games in South
Bend, UNC was shut out, includ-
ing a 16-0 loss in 1971 in which
Bunting had 20 tackles.

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@unc.edu.

Tar Heels nab two wins in dual meet
BY BRIAN WILLETT
STAFF WRITER

The North Carolina swimming
and diving teams faced more tough
competition as they hosted a dou-
ble-dual meet with the University
ofMinnesota and the University of
Richmond on Friday and Saturday
at Koury Natatorium.

The UNC women posted impres-
sive victories, defeating Minnesota
212-158 and Richmond 284-86.
The team won five events overall,
with junior Lindsey Marck finish-
ing first in the 100-yard butterfly
and 400-yard medley relay.

“Last year this meet was really
close, so coming into itwe knew we
were going to have to swim fast,”
Marck said.

The intensity paid off, as the
UNC women led both opponents
through the first day of competi-
tion and never looked back.

Marck continued her unbeaten
streak in the 200-yard butter-
fly Friday, while senior Lauren
Karatanevski took first in the 3-
meter diving competition and
freshman Alison Clemens won the
100-yard breaststroke.

“We were elated about the wom-
en’s performance,” coach Frank
Comfort said. “They were 16th and
we were 22nd in the rankings, so it
was a significant win.”

Freshman Megan Steeves swam
strongly on both days ofcompeti-

tion, placing second in the 100-
yard backstroke Friday with a time
0f56.75. Steeves also placed first in
the 100-yard freestyle Saturday.

The UNC women also claimed
first place in the 200- and 400-
yard free relays Saturday, and
freshman Ashley Howard won the
200-yard backstroke.

“We swam awesome,” Marck said.
“We knew we were going to have to
swim our fastest to beat them.”

Victory eluded the North Carolina
men for the second time this sea-

son, as they were defeated by the
University ofMinnesota 238-132.

The weekend was not without
successes for the UNC men though,
as they took first in three events
Friday and four more Saturday.

“We all did really well,” junior
Ryan Funderburk said. “Alot ofus

did personal bests.”
Funderburk was among that

group, posting personal bests of
371.95 in the 1-meter dive and
388.40 in the 3-meter dive and
winning both events.

Sophomore Yi-Khy Saw also
won two events for the UNC men.
Saw placed first in the 200-yard
butterfly Friday and the 400-yard
individual medley Saturday. His
medley performance was particu-
larly impressive, as he shaved more
than four seconds offofthe time he
posted against Georgia.

Freshmen Chip Peterson and
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Freshman Annie Norton competes in the women's 200-yard breast stroke
during the Tar Heels' double-dual meet on Saturday at Koury Natatorium.

Jeff James also took home first
place finishes, in the 1,000-yard
freestyle and 200-yard backstroke,
respectively.

Despite the highlights,
Minnesota proved to be too much
forthe Tar Heels.

“Minnesota is one of the best
teams in the country,” Comfort
said. “That’s all there is to it. We
raced well, and we’re thrilled to
have such great competition.”

Though faced with two tough

teams so far this year, the UNC
squads are far from discouraged.

“We start offthe year with the
toughest teams we can, and that’s
our intention, to get the ball roll-
ing,” Funderburk said. “Itputs us
in the right direction.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@unc.edu.

Men’s basketball ranked No. 2
FROM WIRE REPORTS

The North Carolina men’s bas-
ketball team was ranked No. 2 in
the preseason Associated Press
poll for 2006-07.

The Tar Heels, who also were

ranked second in the preseason
ESPN/USA Today Coaches Poll,
trailed only defending NCAA
champion Florida in the first AP
poll of the season.

Florida received 63 of 72 first-
place votes and Carolina received
the other nine. Florida tallied
1,788 overall points in the poll,
while the Tar Heels had 1,704.

No. 3 Kansas, No. 4 Pittsburgh
and No. 5 Louisiana State rounded
out the top 5.

The rest of the top 10 is No. 6
UCLA, No. 7 Ohio State, No. 8
Georgetown, No. 9 Wisconsin and
No. 10 Arizona.

Other ACC teams in the AP pre-
season poll include No. 12 Duke,
No. 15 Boston College and No. 23
Georgia Tech.

UNC will tip off its 2006-07

season on Nov. 14 in Charlotte
against Sacred Heart in the open-
ing round ofthe Dick’s Sporting
Goods NITTip-Off.

Yael Averbuch nabs honors

Top Drawer Soccer named
North Carolina sophomore mid-
fielder Yael Averbuch as its 2006
Women’s College Player of the
Season on Monday while award-
ing Averbuch as well as senior

forward Heather O’Reilly status
on its first-team All-America
squad.

Averbuch pulled the strings for
the once-beaten Tar Heels as they
won another ACC regular season
and tournament championship.

Last week Averbuch, a native
of Upper Montclair, N.J., was
named the Atlantic Coast
Conference’s Offensive Player of
the Year. She leads the team in
goals.
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SPORTS CALENDAR

TODAY

Volleyball
at N.C. State
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Raleigh

WEDNESDAY
Swimming & Diving
vs. Duke
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Koury Natatorium

FRIDAY

Women's Basketball
vs. East Tennessee State
Time: 9 p.m.
Location: Carmichael
Auditorium

Women's Soccer
vs. UNC-Asheville
NCAAfirst round
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Fetzer Field

Rape is a Reality
Join ÜBUNTU and filmmaker Aishah Simmons as

HI they present, “NO!,” a film documentary on sex-

ill ual violence in the African American community.
||| Experience the rage, physical and emotional

/fg§| trauma, meditation and healing through the tes-

|§!| timonies of sexual assault. A facilitated discussion
¦ will follow.Questions: cwc@tmc.edu.

Co-Sponsored by the Carolina Women's Center, CHispA, Counseling and Wellness
Services, the Sonja Haynes Stone Center forBlack Culture and History, Orange

County Rape Crisis Center, the Lambda Psi Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc. and the Omega lota Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
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Crane follows
UNC golf roots
BY BRIAN WILLETT
STAFF WRITER

You’ve heard ofthe Mannings,
the Griffeys, the Earnhardts. Maybe
you’re familiar with the Alis, the
Hulls, and the Alous as well.

Across the world of sports, tal-
ent sometimes has a funny way of
running in the family.

Theworld ofNorth Carolina wom-
en’s golfis no exception. Sophomore
standout Sydney Crane is continuing
a family tradition at UNC, where her

mother, Sheree,
and her aunts,

Page and Amber
also golfed.

“My whole
family plays golf,”
she said. “My
dad played golf
at High Point.”

Senior golfer
Katie Miller
said, “Their
family name is
well known in
Carolina.”

or anything,” she said. “My mom

takes me to tournaments in the
summer. And of course, they pay
for everything.”

Anyone who has seen Crane golf,
though, might question the need
for any outside assistance.

Her game is marked by con-
sistent, straight shooting and an
uncanny ability to maintain rhythm
under pressure.

Coach Sally Austin attributes
much of Crane’s success to her
persistent attitude and on-course
demeanor.

“Sydney has a great disposition
to golf” Austin said. “She assesses
herself fairly. She looks at her weak-
nesses objectively and uses her
mistakes to improve her game.”

Improvement has been a key
factor in Crane’s tenure at UNC.

At the Lady Tar Heel Invitational
in October, she shot a lower score
in each consecutive round and tied
for fourth place on the team.

At the following week’s
Mercedes-Benz Championship, she
finished strongly again, moving up
six spots in the ranking because of
her final round performance.

Crane also has shown progress
in areas that cannot be measured
merely by statistics. Her teammates
have noted a big difference in her
game between this year and last.

“She’s more consistent and
has been growing and maturing,"
Miller said. “Ithink Sydney has
become truly comfortable.”

The level of comfort Crane has
reached allows her to overcome
the pressure and expectations of
having a prominent family in the
North Carolina golfcommunity.

“There’s probably some pres-
sure there, but she uses it as more

ofa motivating factor,” Austin said.
“But she’s not doing this because of
her mother or aunts. She’s doing it
for Sydney Crane.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@unc.edu.

Sophomore
Sydney Crane
is the fourth
UNC player
from her family.

But there is more to Crane’s
game than just family history. She
hasn’t relied solely on her family
for success and has done plenty to
make a name for herself.

Since beginning her career in
sixth grade, Crane has had her
share ofvictories, playing on the
men’s golf team in high school
and winning the Twin States
Junior Girls’ Championship and
the Gatorade Will To Win Athlete
Award in 2005.

“I always wanted to come here,”
Crane said about choosing UNC. “I
didn't need encouragement.”

Crane’s collegiate career has been
one marked by triumph as well
she started in all but one of North
Carolina’s events in the spring of her
freshman year and earned her first
top 15 finish this fall.

Family legacy or not, such
accomplishments have been all
Crane.

“My parents never coached me

BAHAMAS PLATINUM PACKAGE:
Spring Break Exclusive. $189: 5 days;

$239: 7 days. Prices include: Round trip
luxury cruise with food, accommoda-
tions on the island at your choice of 10

resorts. Free VIP party package upgrade.
Appalachia Travel, 1-800-867-5018, www.
BahamaSun.com. WE WILL BEAT ANY

PACKAGE PRICEI Cancun from $499.

Tutoring Services
SCORE INCREASE GUARANTEED! SAT, GRE,
LSAT tutor available for test prep ($75-SIOO/
hour) and subject tutoring ($45/hour). Profes-
sionally trained and experienced (250+ hours)
with perfect scores on SAT, GRE. Resume, ref-
erences available: UNC_tutorOhotmail.com or
919-373-4333.

Volunteering

YMCA YOUTH BASKETBALL! Volunteer coaches

and staff officials are needed for our upcoming
season (January thru March 2007, primarilySat-
urdays). Ages 4 years-old to Bth grade. For addi-
tional information, please contact Mike Meyen,
mmeyenOchcmyca.org, 919-442-9622.

'95 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE. AtUNC campus,
very good condition, 87K miles, green, new tires,
sunroof, power locks and windows. $4,500. Call
Lizfor more info. 203-249-9350.

1995 MAZDA626 LX. 163 K miles, manual. De-
pendable car, great mpg, perfect for student.
Just passed state inspection. $2,500 obo. Roland

at 599-1644.
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NEED STORAGE

SPACE?
Safe, Secure,

Climate Controlled

(919) 942-6666
Hwy 15-501 South * Smith Level Rd.
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