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Birdsong to appeal
trespass warning

BY KELLY GIEDRAITIS
ASSISTANT UNIVERSITY EDITOR

Two University police officers
escorted Gary Birdsong, better known
as the Pit Preacher, off campus late
Thursday morning after issuing him
a trespassing warning.

Officers issued the warning after
Birdsong refused to leave the Pit when
asked, said Randy Young, spokesman
for the Department of Public Safety.
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Police remove Pit Preacher

Gary Birdsong,
known to campus
as the Pit Preacher,
won't be allowed
at UNC for two
years unless his
appeal is granted.

Y

The warning states that Birdsong
can be arrested if he sets foot on cam-
pus within the next two years.

Birdsong, who has preached in the
Pit since the '80s, said he is appealing
the warning to DPS higher-ups.

The officers approached Birdsong

after receiving a complaint from
Carolina Adventures, an organization
that reserved half of the Pit to promote
programs.

David Yeargan, the expedition pro-
gram manager for Carolina Adventures,
said Birdsong interfered with the organi-
zalion’s ability to broadcast its message.

“After about five minutes after I got
set up, Mr. Birdsong came and stood
four or five feet from the table,” said
Yeargan, a UNC staff member.

He said he asked Birdsong, who was
preaching about the evils of homosexu-
ality, to move away from his table.

Yeargan said that when Birdsong

refused to move, he approached the offi-
cers to help him handle the situation.
“I was preaching the gospel, and the
security came up and said that the boy
behind me had a permit,” Birdsong said.
He said the officers refused to produce
the permit when he asked to see it.
Birdsong finally agreed to move, but
Yeargan said he moved only five feet
and refused to move again — opting to
take the punishment rather than accept
the attempt to regulate his speech.
Officers then wrote the warning and
escorted Birdsong off campus, amid

SEE PIT PREACHER, PAGE 5
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Says he’s kept all

BY GREG MARGOLIS
STAFF WRITER

but a few promises

It’s getting down to crunch time.

With just less than a month
remaining in his term, Student Body
President James Allred has complet-
ed most of his platform planks. And
now he’s looking to wrap up unfin-
ished projects and lay the foundation

" on longer-term ones.

The Allred administration took
office April 4 on an ambitious 83-
plank platform, and officers began in
the summer establishing a timeline
for accomplishing the tasks.

March marks the culmination of
Allred’s term — both one final push
and a look back on his time in office.

Though the platform consists of
individual planks, counting them
as a checklist can be tricky as some
involve advocating, rather than
accomplishing, a task.

Allred said he aims to finish 78 of
the 83 planks, including getting new
academic advisers and a computer
kiosk for feedback at Campus Health
Services. Some remaining planks
proved not to be feasible, and others
turned out differently than expected.

“We aren’t perfect,” he said. “I
think that represents a good level of
honesty with the electorate”

The finishing touches

With Student Body President-elect
Eve Carson’s April 3 inauguration
right around the corner, Allred and his
Cabinet will spend this month putting
the final touches on a few planks.

A top priority before then is get-
ting a commitment from town offi-
cials on more sidewalk safety lighting
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Student Body President James Allred checks off a platform plank Thursday in the student government office. He is trying
to wrap up his remaining goals before leaving office April 3 and said he is hopeful that he'll finish 78 of his 83 planks.

and blue lights on campus.

“Is there going to be a light pole
thing on April 3? Probably not. Have
we set this process in motion in such
a way that it will be self-perpetuat-
ing? Probably.”

One plank Allred said he hopes to
finalize is adding storage units for resi-
dence halls. Although his platform calls
for units on campus, Denny Lyons,
Residence Hall Association president,
said they probably will be off campus.

Lyons said RHA is entertaining
proposals from private companies to
provide the units off campus. “It will be

around the end of Allred’s administra-
tion; we'll have a contract signed.”

Allred said he also is working on
taking some planks to a new level.
Although he got women’s products
in some Student Union bathrooms,
he is working on placing dispensers
in all campus bathrooms.

“It’s one of those issues that has
been alittle frustrating,” said Student
Body Treasurer Anisa Mohanty, who
has been working on the project since
July. “I would think that we would
have a commitment to have them
installed over the summer”

Bill Burston, director of housekeep-
ing services, said that he has not had
time to work on the issue and that the
process of doing so is extensive.

The planks that got away

Allred said several issues from his
platform weren't feasible because the
power to make changes lies outside
his purview.

Solar panels on Hinton James
Residence Hall was toosexpensive

SEE ALLRED PLANKS, PAGE 5

BOG may
implement
book policy

Could tie prices to tuition,
force on-time ordering

BY ERIC JOHNSON
SENIOR WRITER

After years of student complaints, the UNC sys-
tem is poised to implement mandatory policies for
reducing textbook costs.

If approved, the new guidelines would require
campuses to create a guaranteed rental or buyback
program for large introductory classes and force pro-
fessors to submit book orders on time.

Schools also would have to calculate the cost of
textbooks for the average student and consider that
figure when asking for tuition increases.

The UNC-system Board of Governors likely will
vote on the expanded policies next week, and its
adoption would mark a departure from the volun-
tary recommendations handed down in previous
years.

“The board made it pretty clear that this was a
priority for us,” BOG Chairman Jim Phillips said.
“We want to deal with this issue in a way beneficial
to students.”

Part of the emphasis on mandatory measures has
come from system President Erskine Bowles, who

cited textbook costs as a problem during his first :

montbhs in office.

“I'think Erskine discerned pretty early on that this
was an issue that needed to be addr&ssed Phillips
said.

Bowles said last year that he would consider
linking progress on textbook costs to approval for
campus tuition hikes, and the guidelines released

SEE TEXTBOOKS, PAGE 5

BOG recommendations for
textbook costs:

» Require professors to submit book selections on
time.
» Implement a guaranteed buyback or rental of
required textbooks for large introductory classes.
» Ask the N.C. General Assembly to exempt
textbooks from state sales tax, or establish tax
holidays at the start.of spring and fall semesters.

» Require each campus to calculate textbook costs
for an average student and present that information

when asking for tuition hikes.
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