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North Carolina outlasts
Deacs for ACC road win

Pringle, McCants
pace UNC effort

McCants fuels strong second half

BY MIKE EHRLICH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
In the first period, North
Carolina’s Rashanda McCants was
out of rhythm, out of sorts and — as
she put it — just plain out of it.
The junior scored just two points
in the period, turned the ball over
three times and committed three
fouls. She dribbled the ball off her

drive, then that’s when I can start
making shots outside.”

UNC coach Sylvia Hatchell said
she tried to encourage McCants at
halftime.

“I tried not to put any pressure
on her and just told her that we
need her;” she said. “We need her
to get going and all that stuff”

But even with the strong second

leg, missed passes out of bounds period, her 14 points still fell two
BY POWELL LATIMER and looked uncharacteristically below her season average. And it
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR overwhelmed. is the third straight game she has
When the ﬁm.l buzzer sm'mded, “I was a little frustrated in the scored 14 or fewer points.
the North Carolina women's bas- first half;” she said. “I couldn’t get “I've been struggling right now
ketball team was just better. into my rhythm. It was real physi- trying to get my rhythm back,” she
Wake Forest clawed, fought cal, and I was just really out of it”  said. “I think I've been thinking too
and hustled for 40 minutes, but it Her struggles have been a nag- much. I need to not think about it
couldn’t stop the Tar Heels (19-2, ging problem of late. After begin- and just go out there and play”

6-0 ACC) from coming away with
the 76-55 victory.
“I have to give Wake Forest a

ning the year on fire, McCants has
cooled recently.

But where she lacked on the
offensive side of the floor, McCants

She would recover in the second  picked up the slack on defense. Of
lot of credit for hanging tough half of UNC's 76-55 victory against the many Tar Heels Hatchell threw  North Carolina’s Rashanda
in there and playing us tough, Wake Forest, though. at the Deacon’s biggest scoring McCants shoots over a Wake
WOMEN'S ;Oltc: l?)’l" :i a SI;:wl:mly nbandonedﬂ:mut- threat, Ale):l 'It‘cl:‘habx::)uel; she said, Forest defender. She scored 12 of
atchell said. side choosing to put on McCants did the job. ints i
BASKETBALL  “We started off the floor and get into the lane. That McCants had three steals and T ————
UNC 76 not real good aggression resulted in 12 second- six rebounds and used her size to With Duke looming as UNC’s
WFU 55 but finally got : DTWKATE NAPIER half points. Just as importantly, she guard the smaller Techangoue. next challenge, they might need
going” North Carolina guard Cetera did not commit any more foulsand ~ “I take pride in my defense,” she McCants to break out of her slump.

UNC struggled to pull away DeGraffenreid dribbles past Wake turned the ball over just once more.  said. “I knew from the scouting  “She just needs to relax and

for most of the first half as Wake Forest's Alex Tchangoue in UNC's

Forest double-teamed Erlana
Larkins every time she touched
the ball in the post. The Deamon
Deacons were successful in that
regard as Larkins only scored two

76-55 win in Winston-Salem.

But UNC also had one weapon
that the Deacons (13-10, 0-8)
couldn't stop no matter how hard

“That’s my counter when my
shot’s not going,” she said. “I've got
to take it to the basket and be more
aggressive. When they respect the

report her weakness, and I think I
was really effective making her do
things she wasn't really comfort-
able doing”

play,” Hatchell said.

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@unc.edu.

points on 1-3 shooting. Not help- they tried: the one-woman fast Funds unfrozen

ing the cause was a struggling break of Cetera DeGraffenreid. AN student newspaper comes to
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But even with two of their main bl o -4

scoring options shut down, UNC
kept right on rolling. When Wake
Forest double-teamed Larkins, it

a foul shot resulting from a fast
break.

“Coach told me to push the ball
and keep pushingit,” DeGraffenreid

jump shots all night. However, the
Tar Heels found success in pres-
suring Wake Forest ballhandlers
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‘Rat’ auction

An auction of Rathskeller items
will be held Saturday morning. See
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